
 

There are times when finding the 

“right” words proves difficult.  Now, 

as I prepare to say good-bye to 

Grace Presbyterian Church, a 

church which I love, is one of them.  

I begin by relying on the words of 

Ecclesiastes, aptly included in the 

Wisdom writings in the Old Testa-

ment: 

 

There’s a season for everything 

and a time for every matter under 

the heavens: a time for giving 

birth and a time for dying, a time 

for planting and a time for uproot-

ing what was planted, a time for 

killing and a time for healing, a 

time for tearing down and a time 

for building up, a time for crying 

and a time for laughing, a time for 

mourning and a time for dancing, 

a time for throwing stones and a 

time for gathering stones, a time 

for embracing and a time for 

avoiding embraces, a time for 

searching and a time for losing, a 

time for keeping and a time for 

throwing away, a time for tearing 

and a time for repairing, a time 

for keeping silent and a time for 

speaking, a time for loving and a 

time for hating, a time for war and 

a time for peace. (3:1-8, CEB) 

 

I am incredibly grateful for the time 

I have been given at Grace.  It has 

been a season of learning, grow-

ing, and evolving personally and 

professionally.  It has not been a 

time without challenge and conflict, 

but throughout the entirety of the 

five years I have served as your 

Associate Pastor, I have been sup-

ported and loved.   

 

Now, a new season is beginning, 

both in the lives of me and my fam-

ily, as well as in the life of Grace 

Presbyterian Church.  As we pre-

pare for our forthcoming move to 

Pennsylvania, I look forward to em-

barking on a new call and a differ-

ent manifestation of ministry.  I look 

forward to serving as a solo pastor, 

and am excited about the experi-

ences my family will have (although 

I’m not excited about the snow!).  

And, as Grace continues to discern 

how best to follow God’s call into 

the future, new ways of leadership 

and ministry will continue to 

emerge. 

The Ecclesiastes passage is won-

derful in so many ways, but one 

thing I love about it is that it affirms 

that all of life’s experiences and 

emotions are valid and have a 

place.  As I prepare for this new 

adventure, I do so filled with incred-

ible excitement, a healthy amount 

of anxiety, and deep, deep grief.  I 

will greatly miss GPC – all of the 

ministries and the relationships that 

I’ve built over the last five years.  

Grace will always hold a very spe-

cial place in my heart.   

 

So, thank you.  Thank you for five 

years of mutual ministry.  Thank 

you for nurturing a new pastor.  

Thank you for supporting my fami-

ly.  Thank you, from the bottom of 

my heart.   

 

And may the grace of our Lord, Je-

sus Christ, the love of God, which 

will never let you go, and the fel-

lowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 

you, now and always.  Amen. 

 

Love- 

Leigh 

October 1, 2018 

♫ 
♫ 
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Grace Presbyterian Church Newsletter 

GRACE NOTES 

The Lord bless you and protect you.  The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you.  The 
Lord lift up his face to you and grant you peace. 

-Numbers 6:24-26 (CEB) 



A NEW DAY  DAWNING -  THE  20 18  STEWARDSHIP  CAMPA IGN 

MEET  OUR NEW MEMBERS !                                           

Nancy Corwin 

Dan Stephens Debbie Stephens Pat Sypert Ray Sypert 

Keaton Stephens Sarah Stephens Abby Zalkovsky Bryan Zalkovsky 

Oliver Stephens 
Annie Zalkovsky Baby #2 

CORWIN/STEPHENS/SYPERT/ZALKOVSKY FAMILY 

Nan Corwin, Dan & Debbie Stephens, Keaton, Sarah, and 

Oliver Stephens, Ray and Pat Sypert, Abby, Bryan, and 

Annie Zalkovsky joined GPC on September 16, coming to 

us from First Presbyterian Church.  The family tree below 

will help your see how they are related.  Nan is retired and 

enjoys knitting and Swedish Weaving and is the mother of 

Debbie Stephens, who works as an office manager and 

enjoys scrapbooking and sewing.  Debbie’s husband, Dan, 

is retired and enjoys woodworking and watching football.  

Keaton, Sarah, and Oliver Stephens like family time togeth-

er.  Raymond & Pat Sypert are the parents of Sarah 

Stephens and Abby Zalkovsky.  Ray is retired and Pat 

works as an office manager.  Abby is married to Bryan 

Zalkovsky and is an accountant.  Bryan is a welder and 

they both enjoy animals, cooking, Texas A&M and chil-

dren’s hobbies.  Abby and Bryan have one daughter, 

Annie and baby #2 is on the way.   

 

We welcome this wonderful family to GPC. 

There is “a new day dawning” at 

Grace Presbyterian Church.  With the 

welcoming of our friends from FPC 

and other new members, changes in 

staff and new and increased mission, 

it is certainly the dawning of a new 

day.    What will the new day hold in 

store for us?  This year’s campaign 

will focus on the teachings of Jesus 

with stories of healing, the Widow’s 

offering, and reflections on the trans-

forming power of God’s blessing in our 

lives and our call to share that bless-

ing.  Sustaining the mission and minis-

try of GPC will require us to give of 

our time, our talents and our re-

sources as we seek to live out our call 

as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

We will begin our campaign on Octo-

ber 28
th
 and we are asking everyone 

to consider how they can offer their 

time, talent and resources to welcome 

a new day in the life of Grace Presby-

terian Church.  Join me in beginning 

to prayerfully consider pledging in two 

ways: 
 

1. Your Financial Resources – Your 

pledge enables the session to 

plan and budget for 2019.  Our 

operating budget is determined 

largely by the gifts from faithful 

members like you.  Your gift to the 

church is confidential and it is be-

tween you and God to discern 

what that may be.  No pledge is 

insignificant. 

2. A Pledge of Time – We all give 

according to our gifts and abilities.  

While many of us have limited 

financial resources, we all can 

make time to contribute to the 

many mission interests and minis-

tries of Grace Presbyterian.  This 

year we are asking folks to pledge 

a commitment of time to serving 

Christ with the gifts we have been 

given. 
 

There is certainly a new day dawning 

and I am sure God has some wonder-

ful things in store for us. 

Faithfully, 

Thom 



NEWS  FROM THE  WO RSH I P  COMMITTEE                  

WE NEED USHERS & GREETERS 
 

As we prepare for fall, we find that we need more ushers to participate in the rotation schedule we have 

been using.  Particularly, we need people to commit to the third Sunday of the month for the first service, the 

first Sunday of the month for the second service, and two each for the fourth and occasional fifth Sundays.  

We also need to expand our list of substitutes for both services.  If this is of interest to you, please call the 

church office with your name and a good email address.  Thank you in advance for your willingness to 

serve. 
 

WE ALSO NEED COMMUNION SERVERS 
 

Anyone who has been ordained as an Elder or Deacon of the Presbyterian Church is able to serve Com-

munion.  If you are interested in serving in this capacity, please call the church office with your name and 

email address and indicate which service you would like to serve.  Early service is served by intinction, and 

late service is served by passing trays.  Thank you for your willingness to assist in the worship experience at 

Grace Presbyterian Church. 

 

 

At our September Session meeting the Session voted to 

add three new positions to help with the transition due to 

Rev. Leigh’s departure.  I believe that God has truly 

blessed us with three people who can offer their gifts to 

continue a vibrant ministry at GPC.  I would like to intro-

duce those folks to you. 
 

 Chelsea Stern has been hired to take on the po-

sition of Director of Children’s Ministries.  We have 

already been blessed with Chelsea’s gifts as a musi-

cian as the Director of Music, and now she will be 

taking on another important responsibility for our 

youngest members.  Chelsea has a passion for chil-

dren that is equal to her passion for liturgy and mu-

sic and most importantly her faithful commitment to 

living out God’s call in her life.  She will be the staff 

person responsible for infants through the 5
th
 grade, 

which includes LOGOS, Sunday School and Vaca-

tion Bible School.  Her new title at Grace will be Di-

rector of Music and Children’s Ministries. Chelsea is 

married to Chris, our current Membership Chair on 

Session and together they have two children, Chloe, 

who is four, and Camden, who will be 2 next month. 

 The Rev. Linda Norris has accepted the position 

of Parish Associate.  In the Presbyterian Church, the 

position of Parish Associate was established to allow 

retired clergy to continue to engage with a congrega-

OUR NEW STAFF  MEMBERS                  

tion in ministry after their retirement.  Linda comes to 

us from Wyoming where she served as a pastor as 

well as a hospital chaplain.  Linda transferred her 

membership to Grace Presbytery and will now assist 

us with pastoral care and working with the Board of 

Deacons.  Linda is married to Joe, who is retired 

from the Navy, and Joe is also a Commissioned Lay 

Pastor.  Together, they have four grown children. 

 Donna Bowling has accepted the position as 

Pastoral Assistant for Worship and Pastoral Care.  

Donna has been a faithful member of First Presbyter-

ian Church and is an approved supply preacher in 

Grace Presbytery. Donna practiced law for almost 30 

years before attending Austin Presbyterian Theologi-

cal Seminary.  Donna graduated with a Master of 

Arts in Theological Studies and has taught ethics and 

business law at Central Texas College and UMHB.  

Donna will be assisting with Worship and pastoral 

care, to which she brings real gifts for ministry.  Don-

na is married to John, a retired physician, and both 

served as Elders at First Presbyterian Church.  To-

gether, Donna and John have three grown sons. 

I have already been blessed by their presence and I am 

sure you will be as well in the months and weeks to 

come. 

Faithfully, Thom 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS ,  ETC .  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

FREE CHILDCARE PROVIDED BY THE 

GPC NURSERY STAFF! 

Second Friday of every month (except July) 

Friday, October 12 - 6:30 - 9:30 pm 

RSVP to the church office. 
 

 

 

 

MONEY COUNTERS NEEDED! 
 

We need two people to count the Sunday morn-

ing collection on the 3rd Sunday of each month.   

It’s easy - we’ll train you! 

For more information, contact the church office 

or Tom Stringfellow.   

F EED  M Y SHEE P  

LIVING WATERS  

ANNUAL 5K FUN RUN/WALK 

 

Saturday, October 13th - 8:30 am - Confederate 

Park Nolan Creek Trail, Belton, TX.  Run, Jog, or 

Walk - everyone is welcome!  This is the major 

fundraiser for the Living Waters program.  To learn 

more about Living Waters, visit their website at 

www.livingwatersfortheworld.org.  
 

YOU CAN REGISTER AND FIND ADDITIONAL 

RACE INFORMATION AT                        

http://runsignup.com/livingwaters5K   

2019 CHURCH DIRECTORY CHANGE   

IN CONTACT INFO . . . 

It’s time to update the 

church phone directo-

ry.  If you have 

moved, changed your 

phone number, have a 

different email ad-

dress, sent children 

off to college/military 

service, please let us 

know so that we can include the new info in the 

2019 directory.  We need your help to keep in 

touch. 

 

 

Tuesday, October 23rd at 5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall - Sandwiches and Sack Lunches - No RSVP needed! 
 

Wednesday, October 24th, meet at GPC at 10:30 am - Delivery and Serving Hot Meal - Please sign-up with Lori 

Lamb 
 

Come and join the fun and fellowship as we make sandwiches and assemble sack lunches for Feed My Sheep on 

Tuesday, October 23rd at 5:30 pm.  Feed My Sheep is one of the local missions we support by providing meals sever-

al times each year to be served to our community’s low-income and homeless families. No need to RSVP - just show 

up! 
 

We are also in need of 5-6 people to help deliver and serve the sack lunches and a hot meal on Wednesday, October 

24th. We will meet at GPC at 10:30 am to load up the lunches and hot meal and head over to FMS, on Avenue G in 

Temple. We will serve the hot meal until about 1:00 pm. If you are able to assist with delivering and serving the meal, 

please contact Lori Lamb: call or text: 740-403-7156, or email: lorilamb12@gmail.com .  If you are interested in help-

ing to cook the hot meal, please let Lori know as well.  
 

Thank you everyone for your enthusiastic participation in this wonderful mission opportunity!  

 

https://u1910409.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=3W2UYwPggVoeYXz3vqpymd9W6WtuVptahv0UzjupmJRtu8sXHj-2FSs0scwpDsf-2FhM_boORIaSkuWmwKfD90PqPz-2BxBwT042zS2bO70PAUFTZNzxUtVKPHfZ0XjJSTL7-2FGQQvDGoeGUWN-2Fq3haryuPiObedRZdsT0cOzVn88fZ4FhGVqqIsYlS6wj8hYykrxaWo8Z5l-2B7bn
http://runsignup.com/livingwaters5K
mailto:lorilamb12@gmail.com


PRE SBYTER IAN  WOMEN                                               B Y  I N G R I D  W H I P P L E  

 

Thanks to Rev. Thom and all who attended our Fall Sup-

per and kick-off to the 2018/2019 PW program.  Our 

study guide this year is God's Promise and it seems to be 

an excellent guide.  Thanks again to my fellow Board 

members who served the meal and to Katie Hermann 

who provided the excellent King Ranch Chicken. 

 

Our really exciting news for October is the formation of a 

third circle that will meet in the evening.  There are many 

who work or have other daytime obligations who may 

want to consider participating.  The first organizational 

meeting will be Tues., Oct. 9th at 7:00 pm at the church.  

Lori Lamb volunteered to do the lesson.  There will be 

opportunity for the group to discuss meeting time, date, 

etc. at that meeting.  Study books will be available at the 

meeting and anytime between now and then at the 

church.  Special thanks to Rene Taylor who has been 

instrumental in making this happen.  If anyone has ques-

tions, feel free to call Rene, Lori Lamb or me. 

 

The Presbyterian Women's Board is seeking new mem-

bers for 2019.  Positions available include Treasurer, 

Moderator-elect, and Search Chair.  If you feel called to 

help, please contact Sandy Mason, Search Chair. 

 

 

We are looking forward to a new year.  It is great to have 

our new members help us expand our program.  We, as 

always, welcome all women of the church to participate 

in one of our circles.  It is a great opportunity to share in 

Bible study, fellowship, and get to know your fellow mem-

bers and friends of the church. 

 

Ingrid Whipple, Moderator 

 

♫ ♪ ♫ ♪  M US IC  NO TE S  ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪                                       b y  C h e l s e a  s t e r n  

CHANCEL CHOIR SCHEDULE 

    Sunday, October  ........................................................................................................................ World Communion 

     Sunday, October 14 .............................................................................................. Noon - 3:00 Potluck /Rehearsal 

     Sunday, December 2 ........................................................................................................ Taize Service - 6:30 pm 

     Sunday, December 16 ................................................................................................... Advent Bluegrass Cantata 



Libby Tabarlet ..................................................... 10/1 

Mary Jo Ackerman ............................................. 10/2 

Cooper Anderson ............................................... 10/3 

Ann Griffith ......................................................... 10/4 

Heather Stanley .................................................. 10/4 

Jennifer Gosney ................................................. 10/5 

Jan Ann Sawyer ................................................. 10/5 

Gary Southerland ............................................... 10/5 

Mike Kosel .......................................................... 10/6 

Sara Shull ........................................................... 10/6 

Thong Namphong ............................................... 10/7 

Joey Tabarlet ...................................................... 10/7 

Abby Zalkovsky .................................................. 10/7 

Sharon Tullis ...................................................... 10/8 

Pat Sypert ........................................................... 10/8 

Patsy Tate ........................................................ 10/11 

Debbie Trahan .................................................. 10/11 

Erik Vose .......................................................... 10/12 

Bonnie Woodard ............................................... 10/13 

John Roberts .................................................... 10/14 

Polly Parnell ..................................................... 10/15 

Georgia Best .................................................... 10/19 

David Benish .................................................... 10/20 

Frances Yerkes ................................................ 10/21 

Eric Jezek ......................................................... 10/21 

Annabelle Zalkovsky ........................................ 10/21 

Doris Kirkley ..................................................... 10/23 

Chelsea Stern ................................................... 10/24 

Amy Asbury ...................................................... 10/29 

Mary Alice Wall ................................................. 10/29 

Melinda Leal ..................................................... 10/30 

S EPTEMBER  B I RTHDAYS  &  ANNIVERSAR I E S  

Lahoma McKay, Ann Griffith, Vinny Rodriguez (friend of the Stanleys), Gary Bankston, Bonnie Martin Bulls, 

Gary & Jeanne Douglas (Polly Parnell ’s daughter & son-in-law), Cecil & Mary Alice Wall, Margo Bierwirth Wyatt, Dor-

la McLaughlin, Joe Norris, Heather (Gosney) Royal, Tomma Brown (Bonnie Woodard ’s daughter), Chris Prisinza-

no & Carrie Enloe (friends of the Masons), Dori Matson (friend of the Kirkleys), Ken & Ingrid Whipple, Paul Bol-

ton, Maria Padilla (Nelly’s sister), Genevieve Lamb (Rev. Thom’s mother), Daniel Johnson, Louis & Jean Graham, 

Jim Sanchez, Judy Johnson & Peggy Dooley (Daniel Johnson ’s mother & aunt), Julia Nance (Jane Nance’s sister-

in-law), Edna (Eddie) Holt, Barry Coke (Carol Huddle’s brother) 
 

Please keep these friends and family members in your prayers throughout the week. 

 

 

Joe & Linda Norris ............................................. 10/3 

Hudson & Debbie Davis ..................................... 10/5 

Al & Suzie Jones ................................................ 10/5 

Mike & Debbie Englund ................................... 10/17 

Arlin & Valorie Surface ..................................... 10/20 

John & Julie Bolin ............................................ 10/23 

 

S EPTEMBER  ANN IVERSAR I E S  

Riley Royal ....................................................... 10/30 

Cory Kosel ........................................................ 10/31 

Jennifer Essary ................................................. 10/31 

 

IN  OUR PRAYERS  



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNES-
DAY 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 

MOW-9:30 

3 

LOGOS-5:30 

Choir-7:15 

4 

MOW-9:30 

5 

 

6 

 

 

7 

Worship-
8:50/11:00 

SS-10:00 

Handbells-2:00 

FISH/CLAMS-6:00 

8 

Prime Time-
10:00 

 

9 

MOW-9:30 

10 

LOGOS-5:30 

Choir -7:15 

 

11 

MOW-9:30 

 

12 

Parent’s Night 
Out-6:30 

 

 

13 

Living Waters 
5K Fun Run- 
8:30 

 

14 

Worship-
8:50/11:00 

SS-10:00 

Deacon Mtg.-
12:30 

Handbells-2:00 

15 

 

16 

MOW-9:30 

17 

LOGOS-5:30 

Choir-7:15 

 

 

18 

MOW-9:30 

 

19 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

21 

Worship-
8:50/11:00 

SS -10:00  

Session-12:15 

Handbells-2:00 

22 

GRACE 
NOTES   

DEADLINE 

Prime Time - 
10:00  

23 

MOW-9:30 

 

 

24 

LOGOS-5:30 

Choir-7:15 

 

25 

MOW-9:30 

 

26 27 

 

28 

Worship 
8:50/11:00 

SS-10:00 

Handbells-2:00 

 

 

29 

 

 

30 

MOW-9:30 

31 

NO LOGOS 

Choir-7:15 

 

   

OCTOBER  20 18  -  GPC  CALENDAR 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

                     Pastor - Rev. Thom Lamb ........................................................................ thom@gpctemple.org 

                     Associate Pastor - Rev. Leigh Benish ..................................................... leigh@gpctemple.org 

                    Carol Fischer ............................................................................................ office@gpctemple.org 

 

Please submit articles, news, and announcements for Grace Notes  

to office@gpctemple.org by the 20th of each month. 



 

GPC STAFF 

Pastor  ............................................ Rev. Thomas Lamb 

Associate Pastor .............................. Rev. Leigh Benish 

Director of Music  & Children’s Ministries .....................  

  ......................................................... Chelsea Stern 

Organist.................................................... Brian Tanaka 

Administrative Assistant ........................... Carol Fischer 

Accounting Manager .................................. Kirk Fischer 

Child Care Coordinator .............................. Jane Nance 

Sexton ...................................................... Adele Parker 

www.gpctemple.org 

Church Staff  &  S e s s ion Members                                       

G r a c e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

2 4 0 1  S o u t h  5 7 t h  S t r e e t  

T e m p l e ,  T e x as   7 6 5 0 4  

2 5 4 - 7 7 3 - 2 1 3 4   

2018 GPC SESSION MEMBERS 

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020 

Becky Bunn Ann Edmondson Debbie Englund 

Linda Chupik Lara Miller Sandy Mason 

Carolyn Jackson Mary Ann Ray Stan Simons 

Russ Porter Tommy Smith  

Tom Stringfellow Chris Stern  

October - 2018 GRACE NOTES 


