
I have a colleague who at the outset of 

the Stewardship season, went to the 

pulpit and began to offer the an-

nouncements for the week.  As he got 

to the part where he was going to an-

nounce the annual stewardship cam-

paign, he paused, reached under the 

pulpit and pulled out a full dressed mili-

tary Kevlar helmet.  He said, Okay, 

now I feel safe enough to talk about 

stewardship.  I had to admit, that I had 

a bit of a chuckle over that, especially 

given the tension that talking about our 

two most precious resources, our mon-

ey and our time. 

 

But stewardship is a discipline of the 

Christian life.  We are called to share 

from the bounty we have been given…

for in truth, by faith we have come to 

know that everything we have is a gift 

from God.  As Donna Bowling shared 

with us Sunday in her moment for 

stewardship: 

 

“I’ve learned stewardship is not a bur-

den God lays upon us, but rather a gift 

God gives us. Stewardship is a way to 

see that our efforts to further God’s 

kingdom, in whatever way we can, 

bear fruit with God’s help. Jesus is the 

best example I know of stewardship. 

He did not hoard his resources, but 

instead gave away everything, includ-

ing himself, to further God’s kingdom.” 

 

For us, here at Grace, we stand at the 

dawn of a new day.  We have wel-

comed our friends from First Presby-

terian Church, new members from the 

community, changes in staff and a re-

newed sense of our mission commit-

ment to our community and beyond.  

We are all, from different perspectives, 

working to adjust to these major 

changes.  This anticipation brings ex-

citement and energy, and more than a 

little anxiety. 

 

The one assurance we have is that 

God is working in our midst.  In spite of 

all these adjustments, God’s presence 

has been magnified in our mission and 

outreach, in worship, and in fellowship 

with one another.  So we do stand at 

the precipice of a new day dawning. 

 

For those of us blessed with financial 

resources, we are called to give.  But 

for many of us that is hard to do based 

on our situation in life.  This year you 

will not get one pledge card, but two.  

One is for financial support of the 

church and the other is a pledge of 

your time and talent and how you can 

contribute to the mission and ministry 

of the church.  In addition we have put 

together a devotional guide for your 

use to guide you in your discernment. 

 

Over the next few weeks we will ex-

plore in worship some Biblical themes 

of stewardship from the healing of Bar-

timaeus, the widow’s offering, the 

greatest commandment and the para-

ble of the sower.  Each of these texts 

speak to us of the many different ways 

in which Jesus showed us what it 

meant to be good stewards. 

 

I hope you will join me in prayerfully 

considering your gift to GPC for 2019.  

I am sure that God has wonderful 

things in store for us…for there is a 

new day dawning! 

 

I’ll see you in church Sunday, 

Thom 
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Grace Presbyterian Church Newsletter 

GRACE NOTES 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS! 

Don’t forget to set you clocks BACK one hour on  

Saturday, November 3rd!! 



S E S S ION  H IGHL IGHTS  

MEET  OUR NEW MEMBERS !                                           

JOSH & JENNIFER ESSARY - joined GPC last March.  

The Essary family moved to Temple after they both found 

jobs as Band Directors in the Central Texas area.  Josh & 

Jennifer have two adorable children, Andy who is 5, and 

Evelyn who is 2.   
 

Josh is a Digital Education Innovation Specialist at the Re-

gion 12 Education Services Center in Waco and is also 

working on his Master’s degree in Educational Technology.   
 

Jennifer is a stay at home Mom but also teaches private 

French horn lessons in their home.  Her other activities in-

clude playing with the Temple Symphony Orchestra, work-

ing with the Temple High School marching band, and serv-

ing on the Feed My Sheep Board of Directors. 
 

Five year old Andy started Kindergarten this fall.  He enjoys 

riding his bike and playing in the dirt!  Two year old Evelyn 

loves playing Mommy with all her dolls and teddy bears. 
 

The entire Essary family loves music!  They all enjoy play-

ing the various instruments that they have in their home.  

As time permits for this busy family, they love to travel.  

Jennifer likes to read and Josh likes to tinker with various 

things. 

AL & NAN KNIGHT - came to GPC from First Pres-

byterian where they had been members since arriving 

in Temple in 1988.  They were both Elders at FPC and 

have volunteered with Meals-on-Wheels there for twen-

ty-five years.  They plan to continue that commitment 

which they do together at Grace. 
 

Al is an OB/GYN physician and the former CEO of Scott 

and White Hospital, and later, the President of the Scott 

and White Foundation.  Al continues to serve on a num-

ber of medically-related boards of directors.   
 

Nan was a deaf education and early childhood educa-

tion teacher in Temple ISD for many years.  Both are 

now retired and keep busy volunteering and babysitting 

grandchildren.   
 

They divide their time between houses in Austin and 

Temple in order to watch grandsons, Hannibal and Si-

las, the sons of their daughter, Meredith.  They also 

have a son, Jordon, who lives in Austin. 
 

A warm welcome to Josh, Jennifer, Andy, Evelyn, Al 

and Nan! 

The Session of GPC met on Sunday, 

October 21
st
 Here are the Highlights of 

the meeting: 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

1. GPC welcomed the following folks 

into membership: Ruby and Bob 

Bowling (Ruby by Letter of Trans-

fer, Bob is an Ordained UMC Pas-

tor), Dawn Pechal by letter of 

transfer from FPC Temple, Marga-

ret Huddleston by letter of transfer 

from FPC Temple, Dr. John and 

Joanne Elwood by letter of trans-

fer from FPC Temple and Sylvia 

Wiley by letter of transfer from 

FPC Temple. 

2. A Soup Supper has been planned 

for Sunday Evening, December 

2
nd

 followed by a Taizé worship 

service in the Sanctuary as we 

begin the season of Advent. 

FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP 

1. The finance and Stewardship 

committee reported that we are 

well ahead of our projections for 

2018 and financially very stable. 

2. The Stewardship Campaign/

Pledge Drive will begin on Octo-

ber 28 and run through November 

18.  Letters and material will be 

mailed out to the congregation at 

this time. 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

1. Planning for Advent and Christ-

mas Worship is underway includ-

ing a Taizé worship service and 

soup supper on December 2. 

2. Worship will be looking at a new 

order for the 9:00 AM worship ser-

vice to be considered by the ses-

sion at the November meeting.  

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

1. The Property Committee has been 

working hard on all the renova-

tions over the past 2 years.  The 

kitchen has been completed, and 

we are now looking at a few pro-

jects between now and the end of 

the year.   

2. A shadowbox is being built to 

house the stained-glass window 

we acquired from FPC.  This will 

be displayed in the newly con-

ceived library. 

3. If you have a question or a re-

quest for the property committee, 

they are asking you to put it in 

writing.  There are forms available 

under the mailboxes in the hall-

way behind the church office. 

 

(continued on page 4) 

 



NOVEMBER YOUTH SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY, Nov. 4 ................................................................................. FISH (High School Youth) meets in the Annex from 5-7:00 pm 

SUNDAY, Nov. 11 ........................................................................ CLAMS (Middle School Youth) meets in the Annex from 5-7:00 pm 

SUNDAY, Nov. 18 ............................................................................... FISH (High School Youth) meets in the Annex from 5-7:00 pm 

SUNDAY, Nov. 25 ........................................................................ CLAMS (Middle School Youth) meets in the Annex from 5-7:00 pm 

SUNDAY, Dec. 2 ........................................... FISH & CLAMS will participate in the Advent Soup Supper and Taize Worship Service 

Any questions?  Give me a call at the church office! 

Faithfully, Rev. Thom 

 

GPC YOUTH NEWS  

We have revamped the youth ministry at GPC with a wonderful new team: 

 

 LEADERS - Alex Bell, Becky Bunn, Beth Gerdes, Carolyn Jackson, Lori Lamb, David & LeeAnn Perry, Susan 

Phelps, Libby Tabarlet 

 

 GROUPS - FISH/CLAMS will be separated into two separate groups (FISH - High School and CLAMS - Middle 

School) 

 

 FORMAT - both groups will meet from 5:00 - 7:00 pm and use the following format: 

  5:00 - 5:30     Dinner 

  5:30 - 6:00     Bible Study 

   6:00 - 6:30     Play 

  6:30 - 7:00     Worship Skills 

 

 TEAM CONCEPT - the teams will divide up the responsibilities for each of the four parts depending on the gifts that 

members of the team have.  All members present will act as participants.  The team will meet regularly to plan and 

assess the ministry as it progresses.  Meetings began on October 21st with FISH (High School) 

 

 BIBLE CURRICULUM - Rev. Thom has chosen Feasting on the Word, a Presbyterian Lectionary based curriculum.  

We will use the “Tweeners” version for our Middle School Youth and the “Youth” version for our High School Youth. 

 

 WORSHIP SKILLS - the addition of worship skills will lead our youth into service.  We will explore the order of wor-

ship, do liturgist training, introduce them to the Sacraments of the Lord’s Supper and Baptism and look for creative 

ways that our youth, both Middle and High School students can be involved in the worshipping life of the church.  

Rev. Thom will be leading this segment. 

 

 YOUTH QUAKE - November 2 - 4 at Camp Gilmont - We have three Middle Schoolers registered for Youth Quake!  

Carolyn Jackson, Libby Tabarlet, and Becky Bunn have agreed to serve as chaperons. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS ,  ETC .  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

FREE CHILDCARE PROVIDED BY THE GPC 

NURSERY STAFF! 

Second Friday of every month (except July)  

Friday, November 9th - 6:30 - 9:30 pm 

RSVP to the church office. 

 

LIVING WATERS  

ANNUAL 5K FUN RUN/WALK 

NEW DATE! 
 

Saturday, November 17th - 8:30 am - Confederate Park 

Nolan Creek Trail, Belton, TX.  Run, Jog, or Walk - eve-

ryone is welcome!  This is the major fundraiser for the 

Living Waters program.  To learn more about Living 

Waters, visit their website at 

www.livingwatersfortheworld.org.  
 

YOU CAN REGISTER AND FIND ADDITIONAL 

RACE INFORMATION AT                        

http://runsignup.com/livingwaters5K   

2019 CHURCH DIRECTORY CHANGE   

IN CONTACT INFO . . . 

It’s time to update the church phone directory.  If you 

have moved, changed 

your phone number, have 

a different email address, 

sent children off to col-

lege/military service, 

please let us know so 

that we can include the 

new info in the 2019 di-

rectory.  We need your 

help to keep in touch. 

 

THANKSGIVING FRIENDS AS FAMILY 

All GPC Members and Friends 

are invited to attend the  

Thanksgiving  

Friends as Family Luncheon 
on 

Thursday, November 22nd, at 
12:00 noon 

The Turkey and beverages 
will be provided.  

 Please bring a side dish, salad,  

or dessert to share. 

R.S.V.P. to the church office by  

Friday, November 16th  

(continued from page 2) 
 

CHRISTIN EDUCATION 

1. Chelsea Stern presented a 

“Nursery Policies and Procedures” 

document for the Session to read 

and they will act on adopting the 

procedures at the November 

Meeting. 

2. A new youth ministry team has 

been formed under the leadership 

of Rev. Thom, this includes Alex 

Bell, Becky Bunn, Beth Gerdes, 

Carolyn Jackson, Lori Lamb, Da-

vid and LeeAnn Perry, Susan 

Phelps and Libby Tabarlet. 

3. The Middle School Youth will be 

attending Youthquake (a Presby-

tery sponsored youth event at 

Camp Gilmont) on November 2-4. 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

1. The Mission Committee present 

the following grants from the Mis-

sion Endowment for Session ap-

proval.  The Pan-American School 

for $10,000.00, A College Schol-

arship for a student from Mexico 

(Ya-Ya) who is attending Schrein-

er University in Kerville, TX for 

$2,000.00, Solar Under the Sun 

(A Mission of the Synod of the sun 

project) providing low cost energy 

to communities in developing 

countries for  $1,000.00 and to 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 

$5,000 each for relief efforts for 

Hurricane Florence and Hurricane 

Michael. 

 

   The next Session meeting will be  

   Sunday, November 18
th
 at 12:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

https://u1910409.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=3W2UYwPggVoeYXz3vqpymd9W6WtuVptahv0UzjupmJRtu8sXHj-2FSs0scwpDsf-2FhM_boORIaSkuWmwKfD90PqPz-2BxBwT042zS2bO70PAUFTZNzxUtVKPHfZ0XjJSTL7-2FGQQvDGoeGUWN-2Fq3haryuPiObedRZdsT0cOzVn88fZ4FhGVqqIsYlS6wj8hYykrxaWo8Z5l-2B7bn
http://runsignup.com/livingwaters5K


CHI LDREN ’ S  M IN I STRY                                                  B Y  C H E L S E A  S T E R N  

LOGOS WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM  

5:30 – 7:00 pm  
 

All children currently in 1
st
 through 5

th
 grade are welcome 

to join at any time.  The LOGOS program consists of four 

main spiritual formation rotations: Bible Lesson, Crafts or 

Games, Music and Worship and Sharing a Meal Togeth-

er!  Each semester a new scripture or theological idea is 

focused on.  This semester we have been learning the 

Ten Commandments. 
 

SCHEDULE: 

Wednesday, November 7
th
 - Halloween Costume Night 

Wednesday, November 14
th
 – Thanksgiving Feast 

 

SUNDAY, NOV. 18TH - LOGOS IN WORSHIP!   
 

The children from our LOGOS program have been hard 

at work with Chelsea Stern, our Director of Music and 

newly appointed Director of Children’s Ministry on 

Wednesday nights preparing to lead in worship.  We will 

lead several songs and a drumming chant of the Ten 

Commandments.  Please save the date and make plans 

to attend both worship services on this very special day!   

Sunday Morning Details on November 18
th

: 

Please drop off your child in the Sanctuary at 8:30 am.  

After the 9:00 worship service, the children will enjoy 

breakfast and a time for games and arts and crafts dur-

ing the Sunday school hour.  Then they will lead in 11:00 

worship.  Chelsea Stern, Ann Edmonson and other LOG-

OS volunteers will be with the children during both ser-

vices and the Sunday school hour.     
 

LOGOS will resume again in January.  A HUGE thank 

you to all our volunteers this fall for your continued sup-

port of the LOGOS program.   
 

If you have any questions regarding LOGOS or any other 

aspect of Children’s Ministry at Grace, Chelsea Stern, 

Director of Music and Children’s Ministry would love to 

hear from you.  chelsea@gpctemple.org  

♫ ♪ ♫ ♪  M US IC  M IN I STRY  ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪                                  b y  C h e l s e a  s t e r n  

The Chancel Choir will present “Rhapsody 

in Bluegrass: A Christmas Jubilee” by Jo-

seph Martin in worship on Sunday, Decem-

ber 16
th
.  The choir will be joined by Brian 

Tanaka on piano and a full bluegrass band!  

Save the date for what promises to be a 

joyful and toe-tapping advent service of 

song and scripture. 

 

TAIZÉ ADVENT WORSHIP SERVICE  

AND SOUP SUPPER  

Sunday, December 2
nd

 (1
st
 Sunday of Advent) 

5:30 pm Soup Supper - 6:30 pm Worship Service 

 
On Sunday, December 2

nd
 at 6:30 pm you are invited to 

worship in the manner of the Taizé community.  This 

unique and contemplative worship service centers around 

singing and scripture.  The Taizé community is an ecu-

menical Christian community just north of Cluny in 

France.  It was established in July 1940 by Brother 

Roger Louis Scutz-Marsauche (1915-2005) in response 

to the conditions of occupied France during World War 

II.  Today the work of the community continues with 

approximately 100 brothers who come from all over the 

world.   
 

Taizé community worship, music and prayer is based 

upon the historic service of daily prayer.  Many of the 

simple songs from the Taizé community have found 

their way into hymnals around the world.  Our very own 

Glory to God hymnal includes many Taizé songs.  You 

may recognize some favorites such as “Eat this Bread” 

or “Lord, Hear My Prayer”. These songs are simple in 

both music and text.  They are quickly memorized and 

allow the worshiper to pray deeply through song.  Our 

singing will be led by a small ensemble of singers and 

instrumentalists.  The worship space will be filled with 

candles as we contemplate the “true light coming into 

the world”.  
 

We will begin the evening with a soup supper at 5:30 

pm followed by the service at 6:30 pm.  I hope you will 

join us for this very meaningful service to begin the Ad-

vent season – a season of contemplation, prayer and 

great expectation.   

mailto:chelsea@gpctemple.org
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NO VEMBER  B IRTHDAYS  &  ANNIVERSAR I E S  

Carol Ehman, Dorothy Beauchamp (Joe Norris ’ sister), Gene Schwartz, Stanley Rogers (Jennie Miller’s uncle),  

Margaret Priest, Lahoma McKay, Suzanne McIntosh (Sally Jordan ’s friend), Rae Schmuck (Sandy Mason’s friend), 

Vinny Rodriguez (friend of the Stanleys), Gary Bankston, Bonnie Martin Bulls, Jeanne Douglas (Polly Parnell’s 

daughter), Cecil & Mary Alice Wall, Margo Bierwirth Wyatt, Chuck & Lida Boland, Heather (Gosney) Royal, Tomma 

Brown (Bonnie Woodard ’s daughter), Chris Prisinzano & Carrie Enloe (friends of the Masons), Dori Matson (friend of 

the Kirkleys), Ken & Ingrid Whipple, Paul Bolton, Maria Padilla (Nelly’s sister), Genevieve Lamb (Rev. Thom’s mother), 

Daniel Johnson, Louis & Jean Graham, Jim Sanchez, Judy Johnson & Peggy Dooley (Daniel Johnson ’s mother 

& aunt), Julia Nance (Jane Nance’s sister-in-law), Edna (Eddie) Holt, Barry Coke (Carol Huddle’s brother) 
 

Please keep these friends and family members in your prayers throughout the week. 
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S EPTEMBER  ANN IVERSAR I E S  

Adele Parker ..................................................... 11/29 

Gina Abercrombie ............................................ 11/29 

Carol Johnson .................................................. 11/30 
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IN  OUR PRAYERS  



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNES-
DAY 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    

 

1 

MOW-9:30 

2 

 

3 

“Neighbor’s” 
Training 8:30 

 

 

4 

Worship-
8:50/11:00 

SS-10:00 

FISH-5:00 

5 

 

6 

MOW-9:30 

Tues. Evening 
Circle-7:00 

7 

LOGOS-5:30 

Handbells-6:15 

Choir -7:15 

 

8 

MOW-9:30 

 

9 

Parent’s Night 
Out-6:30 

 

 

10 

 

11 

Worship-
8:50/11:00 

SS-10:00 

Deacon Mtg.-
12:30 

CLAMS-5:00 

12 

Prime Time-
Brookdale- 
10:00 

 

13 

MOW-9:30 

Tues. Morning 
Circle-9:30 

14 

LOGOS-5:30 

Handbells-6:15 

Choir-7:15 

15 

MOW-9:30 

Jennie Shull 
Circle-12:00 

16 

 

 

 

17 

Living Waters 
5K Fun Run- 
8:30 

 

18 

Worship-
8:50/11:00 

SS -10:00  

Session-12:30 

FISH-5:00 

19 

GRACE 
NOTES   

DEADLINE 

 

20 

MOW-9:30 

 

 

21 

Handbells-6:15 

Choir-7:15 

 

22 

Friends as 
Family - 12:00  

 

23 24 

 

25 

Worship 
8:50/11:00 

SS-10:00 

Committees-12:15 

CLAMS-5:00  

 

26 

Prime Time-
Cornerstone- 
10:00 

 

 

27 

MOW-9:30 

28 

Handbells-6:15 

Choir-7:15 

 

29 

MOW-9:30 

30  

NOVEMBER  20 18  -  GPC  CALENDAR 

 

Please submit articles, news, and announcements for Grace Notes  

to office@gpctemple.org by the 20th of each month. 

 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

Pastor - Rev. Thom Lamb - thom@gpctemple.org 

Youth Quake 

Youth Quake 



 

GPC STAFF 

Pastor ................................................. Rev. Thomas Lamb 

Parish Associate ................................... Rev. Linda Norris 

Pastoral Assistant ..................................... Donna Bowling 

Director of Music  & Children’s Ministries .. Chelsea Stern 

Organist ....................................................... Brian Tanaka 

Administrative Assistant ............................... Carol Fischer 

Accounting Manager ...................................... Kirk Fischer 

Child Care Coordinator .................................. Jane Nance 

Sexton .......................................................... Adele Parker 

www.gpctemple.org 

Church Staff  &  S e s s ion Members                                       

G r a c e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

2 4 0 1  S o u t h  5 7 t h  S t r e e t  

T e m p l e ,  T e x as   7 6 5 0 4  

2 5 4 - 7 7 3 - 2 1 3 4   

November - 2018 GRACE NOTES 

 

2018 GPC SESSION MEMBERS 

 

CLASS of 2018 ..................... Becky Bunn, Linda Chupik, 

              Carolyn Jackson, Russ Porter, Tom Stringfellow 

 

CLASS of 2019 ................... Ann Edmondson, Lara Miller 

                       Mary Ann Ray, Tommy Smith, Chris Stern 

 

CLASS of 2020 .................. Debbie Englund, Caitlin Hyer 

                       Ken Johnson, Sandy Mason, Stan Simons 

 


