
G
R

A
C

E
  n

ot
es

GRACE  
PRESBYTERIAN  
CHURCH 

2
4
0

1 
S 

5
7
t

h
 S

t
r

e
e
t

t
e
m

pl
e
, t

x
 7

6
5
0

4
2
5
4
.7

7
3
.2

13
4

d
e
c

e
m

b
e
r

  
2
0

2
2

TEMPLE, TEXAS

‘For unto you is born this day in the city 

of David a SAVIOUR 

which is Christ the Lord.   
-- Luke 2:11

Advent : A Season of Anticipation As we clear out the remnants of our Thanksgiving celebra-
tions, our eyes are set on the joy of Christmas.  As if we could avoid it, every advertisement, every store, 
every special “holiday event” draws our attention away from the season of Advent.  

Advent is a holy season, a time for us to tune out all of the noise of the season and turn our gaze inward.  
It is a time to relish with joy the sweet anticipation of Christ’s coming…for Christ comes to us in the  
celebration of his birth, but more importantly Christ comes into our hearts.  Ultimately we join our  
brothers and sisters from the last 2000 in anticipating the coming of Christ to establish his loving rule 
forever.

Each year I explore a new devotional for Advent to keep my heart focused on my hearts desire, which can 
be summed up in the simple, yet profound phrase:  “Come, Lord Jesus.”  This year I will be reading Richard 
Rohr’s Advent devotional titled Preparing for Christmas.  I wanted to share an excerpt from this wonderful 
devotional to help you on your Advent Journey.

Come, Lord Jesus
“Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.”

- Matthew 25:42

“Come, Lord Jesus,” the Advent mantra, means that all of Christian history has to live out of a kind of 
deliberate emptiness, a kind of chosen non-fulfillment.  Perfect fullness to always come, and we do not 
need to demand it now.  This keeps the field of life wide open and especially open to grace and to a future 
created by God rather than ourselves.  This is exactly what it means to be awake as the Gospel urges us!  
We can also use other a words for Advent: aware, alive, attentive, alert, awake are all appropriate! Advent 
is above all else, a call to full consciousness and a forewarning about the high price of consciousness.

When we demand satisfaction from one another, when we demand any completion of history on our 
terms, when we demand that our anxiety or any dissatisfaction be taken away, saying as it were, “Why 
weren’t you this for me? Why didn’t life do this for me?  We are refusing to say, “Come, Lord Jesus.”  We 
are refusing to hold out for the full picture that is always given by God.

“Come, Lord Jesus is a leap into the kind of freedom and surrender that is rightly called the virtue of 
hope.  The theological virtue of hope is the patient and trustful willingness to live without closure, without 
resolution, and still be content and even happy because our satisfaction is now at another level, and our 
source is beyond ourselves.  We are able to trust that he will come again, just as Jesus has come into our 
past, into our private dilemmas and into our suffering world.  Our Christian past becomes our Christian 
prologue, and “Come, Lord Jesus” is not a cry of desperation but an assured shout of cosmic hope.*

Rohr invites us to reflect on the following question:

What expectations and demands of life can you let go of so you can be more prepared for the coming of 
Christ?

May this season bring you renewal and hope as we anticipate the coming of Christ.•

*From: Rohr, Richard, Preparing for Christmas: Daily Meditations for Advent; Franciscan Media, Cincinnati, 
OH, 2008.  Pages 1-3.

        Christmas Eve - Candlelight Communion
Saturday, December 24 at 6:30PM  

One of the most wonderful times of the year is when we gather to celebrate the birth of our Savior.  With joy we will  
celebrate the dawning of the light of Christ coming into the world.  We will hear the Word, gather at the table and share 
the light of Christ in candlelight.  I hope you will join us as we welcome the Christ child into our lives.•
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W O R S H I P 
ONE Worship Schedule begins December 18:

9:30 – 10:30 AM Sunday School for all ages
10:30 – 11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11:00 AM  Morning Worship

MUSIC MINISTRY  - Handbell ensemble rehearse 
Wednesdays from 6-7pm (directed by Josh Essary); Chancel 
Choir rehearses Wednesdays from 7-8pm (directed by Chelsea 
Stern).  For Music or Children’s Ministry questions, contact 
Chelsea Stern, Director of Music and Children’s Ministries  
at chelsea@gpctemple.org 

Sunday, December 18 • 11 am • Appalachian Winter by  Joseph 
Martin • GPC Sanctuary • Composed in the spirit of folk music, 
this cantata combines traditional sounds with more rustic 
elements, creating a blend that is fresh and pleasing. Popular 
American carols like Away in a Manger and O Little Town of 
Bethlehem dance with traditional spirituals such as Children, 
Go Where I Send Thee and Go, Tell It on the Mountain. Sacred 
Harp tunes are retooled for Advent and stand alongside new 
versions of Shaker hymns and Appalachian melodies. Thoughtful  
narration weaves the movements together in a meaningful  
tapestry of song and scripture. We hope you will 
join us in worship for this wonderful cantata! 

For more information about Grace Music Ministry visit our  
webpage at https://gpctemple.webs.com/music-ministry

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N 
Calling All Presbyterian Women and Their Guests:
On Sunday, December 4, from 3-4 pm, you are cordially  
invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall as we host a Christmas 
Celebration. Our program, 

Caroling Together 
features music and more, led by Rev. Thom Lamb, with  
refreshments and fellowship to follow. What better way to 
remember the event at the heart of this special season: the 
birth of Jesus, our Lord and Savior!

P E R S O N N E L
We would like to thank our 13 Grace Presbyterian Church 
staff for their work all year by providing them with a cash gift 
at Christmas.  The Session has approved a request to ask the 
congregation at GPC to fund these gifts.  If you would like 
to contribute to these gifts, please drop your check in the 
offering plate or mail it to the church office by December 11.  
Please be sure to add “Staff Christmas” to the memo line on 
your check.  Thank you and Merry Christmas! -- John Bowling 
& Fancy Jezek

B O O K  S T U D Y B E G I N N I N G  I N  J A N U A RY
Water from and Ancient Well: Celtic Spirituality for Modern 
Life by Kenneth McIntosh • Five sessions beginning Monday, 
January 16
As Presbyterians we have some deep roots in Celtic 
Spirituality.  Kenneth McIntosh explores ways in which we 
can broaden our faith through imitating the Celtic saints who 
were aware of God as a living presence in everybody and 
everything.  Each Chapter leads us into such topics as God in 
the everyday; the meanings of the Cross; The divine presence 
in solitude and many more. 
In this smalll group gathering we will explore the how ‘water 
from an Ancient Well’ can provide us with sustenance in our 
modern life. 
If you would like to participate in the small group study, please 
RSVP by January 4 to Rev. Thom Lamb at thom@gpctemple.
org.   The book is available on Amazon at: https://www.ama-
zon.com/s?k=water+from+an+ancient+well+celtic+spirituali-
ty+for+modern+life&crid=2E593UR34SB4F&sprefix=Water+-
from+an+%2Caps%2C128&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_2_14

G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

YOUTH GAME NIGHT • DEC 4
5-7 pm • There will be a mixture of fun games out-
side and inside the church • Wear warm clothes for 
the outdoor games • Bring a friend! • Dinner will 
be provided

CTLC YOUTH MISSION ACTIVITY • DEC 10
The youth have a mission activity on above Satur-
day morning, volunteering at the local food pantry 
to help give to those who need food.  Parents are 
welcome to volunteer also! Meet at CTLC (Church-
es Touching Lives for Christ) at 702 W. Avenue G at 
8am.  This will last until 11am.  

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY • DEC 18
Hosted in the home of Beth and Paul Gerdes • 
5-7pm • Bring a gift as we will be doing a white el-
ephant gift exchange • Dinner will be provided • 
Bring friends and let Eric know if you are coming by 
email or text • Hope everyone can join us! 

For any questions in Youth Ministry, feel free to contact Eric Peterson. 
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sunday’s • 10 - 10:50am
K-5th Grade - Room 204 (Located in the nursery wing – last 
room)
Teachers: Cathi Simons, Elizabeth Seeger, A’Lisa Ozment and 
Beth Gerdes

*Nursery Care for infants – Kindergarten children is available 
during both worship services and Sunday school. 

*Children’s Sunday School will not meet December 25 or 
January 1. 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT  
Friday, December 2  • 5:30-8:30 pm 
•  Parent’s Night Out is the first Friday 
of each month and is for families who 
are members or regular attenders of the church and for their 
children (Infants through 5th Grade).  Childcare is provided by 
our GPC Nursery staff.  Register for PNO by the Wednesday of 
the week of PNO (Nov 30)via our Children’s Ministry page on 
our website. You will also find policy and procedures for PNO 
there as well. 

LOGOS! Wednesday Night Children/Youth Ministry Gathering
We have had a wonderful semester in LOGOS! 
The children have learned all about Creation, Isa-
iah and the Prophets.  We have enjoyed wonder-
ful meals and fellowship together!  We have been 
singing, signing, and worshiping together!  Thank 
you to all our volunteers for all you do to support 
this ministry to children, youth and families!
LOGOS Children will sing in 11am worship on Sun, December 4. 
LOGOS Wednesday night programming will resume in the new 
year on Wed, February 8.  

FIRST SUNDAY FAMILY FELLOWSHIP LUNCH
Sunday, Dec 4 • 12pm (after 11am worship service)

Mod Pizza (Temple) 
“Dutch Treat” • All families with children are invited to join 

other families for lunch and fellowship.  Hope to see you 
there! 

 

DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

Bill Stanley  12/4 
Maretta Deiterman  12/5
TerryLynn Schrimsher 12/8
Martha Tabarlet  12/8
Mattie Norman  12/9
William Bryant  12/10
Nan Knight  12/10
Bobby Bulls  12/11
Ronda Anderson 12/12
Cindy Bankston  12/13
Immanueli Mwaura 12/15
Dan Stephens  12/15
Tom Langthorn  12/18
Lori Lamb  12/22
Meredith Wood  12/22
Nicholas Arnoudse 12/23
Maren Palmer  12/23
Bill Benner  12/24
Marilyn Burres  12/26
Pat Wilkinson-Powell 12/27
Renee Quinn  12/27
David Nickerson  12/28
Pam Ziegenhagen 12/28
Becky Brown  12/29
Stephanie Branham 12/31

Interested in joining GPC?  
If you are not a member and wish to discuss joining, 
we would love to talk with you! • Reach out to us at 
254.773.2134. There is a place for everyone here at GPC!

https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504
www,gpctemple.org

PLACE LABEL HERE

in person & online worship:
10AM Sunday School

9 AM & 11 am worship 
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

moved or made a change?
We need your help to keep our membership records accurate. Please let the church office 
know if you change your home address, email, cell phone, or if you replaced your land line 
with a cell phone.  To make any of the above change,contact Sharon in the church office at  
office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134. 

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly messenger  with things either coming up that 
week or in the near future.  If you are not on this list to receive it and would like to, email 
the church office at  office@gpctemple.org.

GPC STAFF
Rev. Thom Lamb

Pastor
thom@gpctemple.org

Rev. Eric Peterson
Associate Pastor

eric@gpctemple.org

Chelsea Stern
Dir of Music/Children’s Ministry

chelsea@gpctemple.org

Emily Gary
Pianist/Accompanist

Dr. Jonathan Gary
Organist

Josh Essary
Handbell Choir Director

joshuaessary@gmail.com

Sharon Ellis
Office Administrator

office@gpctemple.org

Jane Nance
Child Care Coordinator
janenance@gmail.com

Adele Parker
Sexton

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

Phone: 254.773.2134
www.gpctemple.org

Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays

8am - 4pm

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE 
BEGINS DECEMBER 18

  9:30 – 10:30 AM Sunday School for all ages
  10:30 – 11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 
  11:00 AM  Morning Worship
            CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE • DEC 24 • 6:30PM

Merry 
Christmas!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org
http://www.gpctemple.org
mailto:office%40gpctemple.com?subject=
mailto:%20office%40gpctemple.org?subject=
mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=

