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notes
A D V E N T  by Rev. Thom Lamb                                                           

  “…The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” - Matthew 3:3

In this season of Advent, we hear the voice of John the Baptist reminding us that this is a season of preparation; a time of  
anticipation and hope.  It is a time for watching and waiting in anticipation. For our hearts desire is about to be fulfilled, God is 
sending a messiah, his Son, Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us.

It struck me that we have been waiting for two years now, two years to be back together, in person, for our Advent and Christmas 
celebrations…I think we have learned something about waiting.  Some of us have been patient during this time of waiting, while 
others have been anxious, waiting for the time when we will gather together again.  It made me think about the difference 
between anxious anticipation and preparation, and patiently preparing in joyful anticipation.

Anxiety is so contagious, isn’t it? There is a restlessness that goes with anxious preparation.  The focus is on us, we want to be in 
control, but it rarely works out that way.  No matter how well prepared we may be, no matter how many lists we create to make 
sure we don’t forget a thing, there are always intangibles, things go wrong.  When we are anxious in our preparations we feel the 
sting of disappointment when things don’t go as they are planned.  We see what we have done as failure.  What is really happening 
is we have forgot the heart of the matter.  It is not about making everything perfect, it is about preparing a place for God to dwell 
within us, our family, our relationships.

Henri Nouwen once said, “If we do not wait patiently in expectation for God’s coming in glory, we start wandering around, going 
from one little sensation to another. Our lives get stuffed with newspaper items, television stories, and gossip. Then our minds lose 
the discipline of discerning between what leads us closer to God and what draws us away from the presence of God.”

The first step in this process of patient preparation is to take our focus off ourselves and place our eyes on Christ.  This is simple 
repentance, turning away from all that would separate us from God and turning our hearts over to God.  Only then can our anxious 
preparations turn to the patient anticipation of the coming of Christ.

Then there is the whole patiently waiting part.  There are very few people who love to wait patiently.   Yet it is in the waiting places 
that God touches our hearts. In our world of instant gratification, the call to wait patiently is an incredible challenge.  And yet, the 
joy we receive is in proportion to the quality of our preparation.  

I may have told this story before, but it bears repeating.    I decided to make yeast rolls.  Some years ago, when I shared a meal with 
old friends from New York, Brenda made these incredible rolls, the most delicious and sweet tasting bread I had ever eaten.  So I 
decided, how hard can this be?  I wanted to make those rolls.  I found a recipe and looked it over.  Prep time was about 35 minutes, 
cooking time, 15 minutes, so far so good, waiting time, waiting time 3.5 to 4 hours.  What?  I was determined to make them, so I 
went for it.   The initial mixing of the dough took very little time...but then there was time to wait, cover the bowl with the mound 
of soft dough and let it rise for 1 and 1.5 to 2 hours, until more than doubled in size.  When it had doubled, it was time to punch 
down the dough and then place it in the refrigerator for another hour, so it would rise again.  Then after an hour, turn it out on a 
floured surface and divide it into rolls.  Then guess what, let it rise again for an hour.  Once they poofed up after another hour, I put 
them in the oven and baked them to golden brown.  It was all I could have hoped for...worth every second of the waiting.

It struck me that this is a great metaphor for our own preparations to receive the coming of Christ.  For unless we allow the yeast 
of God’s word to do its work within us while we wait patiently, we can’t receive the fullness of God’s blessing for us.  Instead we 
grow anxious and restless and the product is all but ruined.  But if in those times of waiting, if we listen for God’s Word to us, then 
the preparation leads us into the deep blessing of Christ’s arrival.

In this season of anticipation and hope, may you discover the voice of God speaking in the quiet, waiting places in your life. •

Friday, December 24 at 7 PM  
One of the most wonderful times of the year is when we gather to celebrate the birth of our Savior.  It is  
hard to imagine that it has been two years since we have worshiped together, in person, on Christmas.    
With joy we will be together this Christmas to celebrate the dawning of the light of Christ coming into the world.   
We will hear the Word, gather at the table and share the light of Christ in candlelight.  I hope you will join us as we  
welcome the Christ child into our lives.•
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Family Promise Christmas 
Advent is here! Let’s plan a wonderful week of meals, desserts 
and treats for our Family Promise guests!  For those of you 
who are unfamiliar with the Family Promise Program, here’s a 
short explanation what it is and how we are involved.  This is an  
organization which specifically reaches out to homeless fami-
lies to 1). temporarily house families,  2.) help the adults train,  
apply and obtain jobs,  3.) save money for deposits and rent, etc. 
and, 4.) help with transportation up to and including providing  
families with a car.  Family Promise also organizes volunteer  
organizations, like churches, to provide meals and donations to  
keep families fed, warm and on the right track to independent 
housing.

So, back to where we at GPC come in. GPC will have the joy 
of hosting our families from Sunday, December 19 through  
Friday, December 24.  The Mission Committee is asking for  
everyone to consider providing a portion of a meal (your choice) 
on a night (your choice) during the week leading up to Christ-
mas.  Not a cook?  You can still be involved!  The Family Promise 
organization will provide christmas trees and presents for the 
children, but we’d like to keep the fun going by adding a family 
activity and gifts for the parents.  You can contribute one (or 
more) gingerbread house kits and/or a VISA $50 gift card. Just 
add your name to the meal/gift donation sheets found in the 
narthex beginning on Sunday, December 5. If you have any 
questions, please call or text Martha Tabarlet @ (254) 931-0373.  
Thank you in advance for helping to spread Christmas joy to our 
Family Promise guests!

N O V E M B E R  S E S S I O N  H I G H L I G H T S 
The Session met in November and here are some of the high-
lights of the Sessions actions in November. 

Finance and Stewardship – Following Kirk Fischer’s excellent  
presentation on our finances and the budget for 2022, Tom S.  
noted that already we have received 24 pledges totalling 
$190,000.00 as of November 21.  That is an outstanding  
response indicating that we could well be on our way to our goal 
of $400,000.00 in pledges.  The early results are encouraging.   
The Session voted to contract with Kirk Fischer to serve as our 
accountant for 2022.  

Other actions:
• Approved a special offering for PCHAS to be held in conjunc-

tion with the Presbyterian Women’s Christmas gathering on 
December 5.

• Approved the addition of an AA Women’s Meeting to be 
held at GPC, Saturdays at 10am.

• The Christmas Joy Offering – Moments for Mission will be 
held on December 12 and 19 - offering on December 19.

• Approved a sabbatical leave for Rev. Thom Lamb from Jan 
24 through Mar 28, 2022.  Rev. Lamb will be following the 
theme of “returning to the roots of faith.”  He will be visiting 
with those who have had an impact on his journey of faith, 
from his home church in San Diego, CA to his first mentor in 
ministry to former churches he has served throughout the 
northeast in New York and Ohio.  Rev. Lamb will begin his 
sabbatical following the Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
on January 23.  He plans to make a video of his time and give 
a presentation after his return.   The Rev. Dr. Bill Benner will 
take on some of Rev. Lamb’s duties including pastoral care, 
preaching and administration.

M I S S I O N S
Alternative Gifts Help Spread God’s Love
During this Christmas season, we are filled with joy and  
gratitude for the gift of Jesus Christ...for His love and grace 
and forgiveness. We can share our joy and love with oth-
ers around the world while honoring family and friends with  
alternative gifts, where small gifts can have huge impacts. 

The Presbyterian Giving Catalog (Presbyteriangifts.org)  
offers a variety of gifts that help feed the hungry,  
provide basic hygiene, emergency relief, support education 
for young and old alike, empower people of color living in  
extreme poverty, nurture faith, and so much more.  Other 
options include making a donation in honor of a loved one 
to one of our many mission partners, e.g. Feed and Serve 
in Nicaragua, Living Waters, Family Promise, Presbyterian  
Disaster Assistance, or the Presbyterian Children’s Home 
and Services.  These are truly gifts that keep on giving…..  

Christmas Joy Offering
The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished  
Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The offering  
distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program 
of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges equipping communities of color. 
God has blessed the church with incredible leadership in  
every time and place, but those leaders sometimes find 
themselves in need.  The assistance program provides  
critical financial support to current and retired church work-
ers and their families to help them through difficult times. 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide  
education and leadership development in communities 
of color, while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. Many  
graduates of these schools become leaders in their church-
es and communities, helping build the future of the church. 
Contributions to the Christmas Joy Offering can be made 
through a check to GPC with “Joy Offering” designated in 
the memo line, or through our online donation portal on the 
GPC website.  
Updates from Paul Both in South Sudan and Ethiopia
“On behalf of Luallok Bible School, our faculty, Great-
er Lare Area Presbyteries, Board of Trustees and our NSA-
TVETC,  we are so pleased to send our deepest gratitude and  
appreciation to all our mission partners and friends of the 
mission works for giving us this chance to be able to cele-
brate a successful graduation on Oct 9 -10, 2021 in Ethio-
pia . The oxen and the goat were given to us by our beloved  
brothers and sisters from Grace Presbyterian Church in  
Temple, Texas as a gift to our seminary students for their  
graduation ceremony and for communities to celebrate this 
year’s graduation. We are so grateful and humbled for your 
wonderful prayers and support towards God’s Kingdom  
mission.” To see photos of the graduation along with 
the oxen and goats, you can visit https://m.facebook.
com/stor y.php?stor y _ f b id= 4 8529799 014 019 03&
id=100000698236372&sfnsn=mo

Seats for Students
Thanks to all of you who contributed to the Seats for  
Students Fundraiser!  Enough funds were raised to purchase 
236 chairs for the South Sudan Education Mission School, 
which provides primary education in a Christian environment 
for hundreds of youth in this war torn region. 

&
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 C H I L DR E N ’ S  M I N I S T RY
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - (GRADES K-5) Room 204
Teachers: Cathi Simons and Elizabeth Seeger
We will continue to enjoy the PCUSA curriculum “Growing in Grace and Gratitude”: our  
quarterly denominational curriculum for children ages 3-12. Children see God’s grace in the bib-
lical narrative and in our world today. No children’s Sunday School on December 26.

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings either in 
person or online. Children are always welcome in worship!  Nursery care is provided for children 
infants – Kindergarten for both worship services in person.  Children 3 years old and older are 
required to wear a mask in the church. We thank you for helping us keep everyone well and  
comfortable.  If you are worshiping online, children’s bulletins (younger and older ages) are  
provided on our Children’s Ministry web page :  https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY
Handbell Choir Rehearsals 
5:30-6:30 pm
Contact Josh Essary
joshuaessary@gmail.com

Chancel Choir Rehearsals 
6:30-7:30 pm
Contact Chelsea Stern
chelsea@gpctemple.org

Lessons & Carols Service
Sunday, December 19
11 am Service

 LaJuana Carabasi 12/3
 Bill Stanley  12/4
 Maretta Deiterman 12/5
 Kallihan Kokernot 12/6
 TerryLynn Schrimsher 12/8
 Martha Tabarlet  12/8
 Mattie Norman  12/9
 William Bryant  12/10
 Nan Knight  12/10
 Bobby Bulls  12/11
 Ronda Anderson 12/12
 Cindy Bankston  12/13
 Immanueli Mwaura 12/15
 Dan Stephens  12/15
 Tom Langthorn  12/18
 Lori Lamb  12/22
 Meredith Wood  12/22
 Nicholas Arnoudse 12/23
 Maren Palmer  12/23
 Bill Benner  12/24
 Marilyn Burres  12/26
 Pat Wilkinson-Powell 12/27
 Renee Quinn  12/27
 David Nickerson  12/28
 Pam Ziegenhagen 12/28
 Becky Brown  12/29
 Stephanie Branham 12/31
 

december

Birthdays for As you know, GPC is making plans for next year. 
There has been a lot of discussion in church services 
about how we as individuals can best serve GPC. 

There are many opportunities to serve. Only you 
can best tell which elements of church programs, 
activities and financial support fit you best.  

Thanks to those who have already turned in your 
pledge cards. If haven’t turned in your pledge card 
and you choose financial support as part of your 
overall service to GPC, we encourage you to home 
in on what your contribution level will be and turn in 
your pledge card soon. This will help us do a better 
job of budgeting income and affordable expense 
levels.

Regards,
Your Finance and Stewardship Committee

Merry Christmas
Happy New Year!

&

DEACONS
My wife, Jo, and I are new to the role of being a 
Deacon.  2021 is not a time that has been conducive 
to learning the role.  The church has been grinding 
back to normalcy, but still has a way to go.  We 
are eager to become more deeply involved at GPC 
and to get to know you and other members more  
intimately.  The role of being a Deacon certainly 
offers that opportunity.  As the church emerges 
from the COVID era, we look forward to opportuni-
ties to get to know you better.                                
                                              -John & Jo Elwood, Deacons
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PLACE LABEL HERE

childcare available

in person & online worship:
9/11am 

10AM Sunday School

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

We have multiple ways to GIVE:
• Online giving-Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane  

and drop it in the  mailbox. No need to get out  
of the car!

• Bring to worship on Sunday or drop off in the church office during office hours:  
Monday thru Thursday, 8am -4pm.

• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

ONE SERVICE
DECEMBER 26 & JANUARY 2 
There will be only one worship service on 
December 26 and January 2, 2022 at 10 
am. We are welcoming back Kirk and Carol 
Fischer, who will be providing the music on 
December 26 as we continue our celebration 
of Christmas.

The church office will be closed Monday, 
December 27 and Thursday, December 
30.  Regular office hours will take place on 
December 28-29. Have a Merry Christmas! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org
http://www.gpctemple.org
https://gpctemple.webs.com/give-online

