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HOMECOMING  ... from Rev. Thom Lamb
One of the things I have loved the most about the Advent and Christmas seasons is that they are a kind of homecoming.  For 
many years we have traveled to be with family and friends to share in the joy of the season.  There has been inspired worship and  
congregational dinners and opportunities for us to be together.  With the dawn of the pandemic this year and all the uncertainty that 
has come with it, we are left longing for home.  While this season may certainly be different…it is still a season of homecoming.

Joyce Rupp, a member of the Servite (The Servants of Mary) community has written a beautiful poem for Advent, titled 
“Homecoming:”

Something in me is stirring;
I think it’s the part of me
That waits in lonely exile

And yearns for a homeland.
It’s the hidden part of me
That wanders aimlessly,
Stumbling in the dark,

Crying to be found.
O God of exiles and strangers,
Find the homeless parts of me;

Guide them toward yourself
For you are my promised land.
Take the stranger inside of me

And find familiar soil for it.
Keep me mindful of the Emmanuel,

Whose sojourn brought a glimpse of home. 

Sr. Rupp speaks of being in exile.  It feels at times that we are in exactly that place.  But our hope lies deep in the heart of Emmanuel, 
God with us, the Word that became flesh in the person of Jesus.  The Season of Advent is a time when we reflect on Emmanuel.  If 
ever there was a time when the celebration of Advent was important, 2020 might just be it.  For advent is an unsettling season.  It is 
a call for all of us to come home.  To come home to the arms of a God who loves us and to welcome God’s presence in our life.  In a 
time when it feels like we are living in exile, it is important that we not forget that Christ is coming.  We anticipate his coming once 
again to gather us all in an eternal embrace.  We open our hearts and welcome home the Christ who fills us with hope, love, joy, and 
peace.  We open our hearts to welcome home, in the poverty of a stable the baby Jesus, who will lead us home through his victory 
over death.

This season is a gift, for it offers us the opportunity to prepare our hearts to receive the blessings of Jesus Christ.  In this time of  
waiting, we have an opportunity to open our hearts so that we may truly receive Jesus into our innermost lives.   I know it is hard for 
us to feel the unity of our church family when we feel like we are living in exile.  But the God of love has bound us together in hope 
through the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Like the familiar Advent hymn cries out:
O Come, O Come Emmanuel,
And Ransome Captive Israel,

Who mourns in lonely exile here
Until the son of God appear.
Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

So, let us join in anticipation of the coming of Christ by preparing our hearts to receive his grace and peace.  Let us join our voices and 
call forth, “Come Lord Jesus, Come!”  

 Rupp, Joyce, May I have this Dance?, Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame 1992.  P. 155
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CHRISTMAS FOR PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN’S HOMES & SERVICES (PCHAS)
Members and friends of GPC are invited to help provide Christmas for children 
and families in need in the Temple area.  Michelle Villarreal, the Child and Family 
Representative from Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services who offices at 
Grace, has prepared a list of gifts for the children in the families that she serves. We 
would normally collect gifts and bring them to church for her to distribute.  However, 
because of the pandemic, we will be doing things a little differently this year.  Michelle 
has prepared a gift list at Amazon.  You can access that list using the following link:  
https://a.co/aaqQuVy

If you will go on-line and make your purchase(s), the gifts will be delivered directly to 
Michelle for her to distribute to the families.  In the event that the purchase should 
arrive at your address, please contact Michelle at 254-899-1600.  She will make  
arrangements to retrieve the gifts from you.  Also, if you have any questions about 
any of the gifts, please give her a call.

There are a few teenagers on the list that were unsure of what they wanted.  Food gift 
cards to local establishments are always an option for this group.  If you would like to 
purchase these gift cards locally, please contact Michelle for instructions on getting 
them to her.

Michelle plans to begin distributing the gifts on December 18, so please make your 
purchases in time for her to receive your order.

Your help is greatly appreciated.  These families often do not have the resources to 
provide their children with gifts at Christmas.  We have the opportunity to remind 
these children and their parents that they are precious children of God and that they 
are in our thoughts and our prayers during this Advent season.  Thank you so much 
for your help!  

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 
The Christmas Joy Offering has been a  
cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s.  
In these challenging times when we are strug-
gling to find ways to stay connected, the Joy  Gift  
offering connects Presbyterians around the country in important ways.  It also  
changes lives.  Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we support church workers and 
their families who experience critical financial needs through help from the Assistance 
Program of the Board of Pensions. We also connect with the young people attend-
ing Stillman College, Presbyterian Pan American School, and the Menaul School,  
supporting the education and leadership development for students of color, who will 
soon be leaders in our Church and in the world. If you would like to contribute to this 
special Christmas offering, you can send a check, marked “Joy Gift”, to the church, or 
pay through the church’s PayPal account on our website. Your generous donation will 
make a difference in the lives of many.

DEACON MINISTRY
Can you hold a new born kitten without a gentleness settling over you?  How about the delightful pleasure from 
having a face-licking by a young dog with that sweet puppy breath?  Those thoughts make us happy and we smile.   

So how about the infinite greater joy of holding a brand new human promising hopes and dreams of a better future.  Now think about 
the beautiful Mary and her newborn son, Jesus, as she laid his sweet head onto the bed of straw in that lonely cattle shed. What were 
she and Joseph pondering as they watched over him?

Consider what happened that night.  As all our cherished Christmas hymns and carols tell us, God loved us, his creations, so much, he 
sent his only son to earth as a tiny baby to show us how much we are loved.  The main part of this story comes later, but right now we 
can stand with the shepherds and marvel at the songs of the angels, the brightness of the star and the hope for a new and 
glorious morn. In the meanwhile, the little lamb is peacefully sleeping while the weary world rejoices.  Joy to the world!
  
Your Deacons are ready, willing and able.  If there is anything we can do for you, please let us know.  We have masks to  
try to keep you and us safe.  We wish you all the wonderful joys of this wondrous season.  We don’t have to understand  
it all, we just need to love one another!  

Joaquin/Nan Rodriguez  12/2 (A)
LaJuana Carabasi  12/3
Bill Stanley   12/4
Maretta Deiterman  12/5
Laura Gephart   12/6
TerryLynn Schrimsher  12/8
Martha Tabarlet   12/8
Mattie Norman   12/9
William Bryant   12/10
Nan Knight   12/10
Bill/Paula Wilson  12/10 (A)
Bobby Bulls   12/11
Paul/Beth Gerdes  12/11 (A)
Ronda Anderson  12/12
Cindy Bankston   12/13
Randle Morriss   12/14
Dan Stephens   12/15
Sam/Jessica Wilds  12/17 (A)
Tom Langthorn   12/18
Lori Lamb   12/22
Meredith Wood   12/22
Nicholas Arnoudse  12/23
Maren Palmer   12/23
Bill Benner   12/24
Tommy/Betsy Smith  12/24 (A)
Marilyn Burres   12/26
Pat Powell   12/27
Renee Quinn   12/27
David Nickerson   12/28
Pam Ziegenhagen  12/28
Becky Brown   12/29
Jack/Doris Gibson  12/29 (A)
Stephanie Branham-Selters 12/31
David/Suzanne McCauley 12/31 (A)
Erik/Cassie Vorbach-Vose 12/31 (A)
                      (A) = Anniversary 

D e c e m b e r  B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s
c e l e b r at e

Merry Christmas!

STUDENT MINISTRY  
Youth (grades 6-12) meet regularly on Sunday 

evenings from  6-7 pm by Zoom  (online).

https://a.co/aaqQuVy
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I N I S T R Y
ADVENT FAMILY DEVOTION: ‘WONDERS OF HIS LOVE’ 
Advent Family devotionals and an Advent calendar will be delivered to each family of the 
church. This Advent we invite all families with children to create an “Advent devotional  
space” in your home.  Perhaps you can set out some Bibles, Advent or other candles,  
paper and crayons, crosses or other sacred items special to your family.  

ADVENT FAMILY ZOOM FELLOWSHIP AND DEVOTION 
Chelsea Stern and her family will lead an Advent family fellowship and devotional 
time via Zoom each Sunday in Advent at 9:30 am before worship.  A Zoom link will 
be sent to families via email.  

Advent gives us a natural opportunity to think about the many ways that God shows 
us the Wonders of His Love. It is a wonder that God sent his only Son, that Jesus 
humbled himself to be born in a manger and live in poverty. Celebrate those won-
ders, and many more, as a family! Together, each day of the season, prepare for the 
coming of the Lord through Scripture, reflection, prayers and activities. Let us look 

to Jesus in the manger and welcome him into our hearts.

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings at 10am 
online. Children’s bulletins (younger and older ages) are provided on our Children’s Ministry web 
page:https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
We encourage you to print these and use them as a way to talk with your children about the 
scripture of the day!  

MUSIC MINISTRY
Music Ministry Christmas ZOOM Party on Sunday, December 6 at 11:15 am (after Worship).  
The Chancel Choir will enjoy their yearly Christmas party via ZOOM this year!  Games, Crazy  
Christmas Sweaters and Singing will all be a part of this special time of fellowship.  Chelsea will 
be sending a link to the party via email. 
The Chancel Choir will sing in worship on the first Sunday of each month.  If you would like to be 
a part of our choir and/or if you know someone who would like to be a part, please let Chelsea 
know.  We would love to welcome new members – especially any folks who do not have a way to 
sing in a choir at this current time otherwise.  -- Grace and Peace, Music Ministry Staff

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
While we will remain online for Advent and Christmas, we are putting 
together worship that we hope will resonate with the expectation 
of the coming of Christ.  

For Advent we will be focusing on words of hope from the Prophets.  From the Coming of the 
light for all nations from Isaiah, the New Covenant from Jeremiah, and back to Isaiah for the 
promise of God’s Deliverance.  On the fourth Sunday in Advent we will walk with Mary as she 
learns of her call to be the mother of Jesus.  In addition, this year the Advent wreath will be  
traveling in homes to five of our church families who will join us in worship from their homes as 
we light the advent candles.

For Christmas Eve we are planning worship that includes the choir, some of our favorite carols 
and the Christmas story.  We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper and a candlelight singing of Silent 
Night.  Christmas Eve Service will premiere on Thursday, December 24 at 6:30 pm.

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  
This year has certainly come with tremendous challenges! While we are disappointed that we 
cannot meet for our annual Christmas Luncheon Party, we remain strong in our faith and full of 
hope that the future, however different it may be, will nevertheless hold blessings as yet unimag-
ined.  Peace, love, comfort and social distancing to you all, and best wishes for everyone at GPC 
for the coming  new year! 

ANNUAL REPORTS  
Reports from all boards, 
Committees, staff and 
church organizations are 
due no later than January 
18.   We will be holding 
our Annual Congregational 
meeting on Sunday, 
January 31.

mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:maddison.edds%40gmail.com%0D?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504
www,gpctemple.org

PLACE LABEL HERE
   7  pm  Wednesday EVENING prayer 

service
 10 am  MORNING worship service 

JOIN US online each week

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?  We need your 
help to keep our membership records accurate.  Please let the church 

office know if you change your home address, email address, cell 
phone, or if you replaced your land line with a cell phone.  

To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office 
at office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways for you to GIVE to Grace:
• Online giving is now available. Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop  

it in the  mailbox. No need to get out of the car!
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.  Click the links 
above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

FA M I LY P R O M I S E  -  This Christmas will be like none other . . . especially for the families involved in the Family Promise  
program.  Grace Presbyterian Church will be hosting during the week beginning Sunday, December 20, so let’s do our best to make 
this Christmas extra special for our guests!  In addition to delicious meals for families at both the Annex and the Family Promise Day 
Center downtown, we could provide Christmas themed desserts and gifts!
If you’d like to help out, please call or text Martha Tabarlet @ (254) 931-0373 ASAP to get vital details and reserve your day of the 
week to volunteer. Together, we can make this Christmas season merry and bright for our Family Promise families!

T H E O L O G Y O N  TA P  Our first Theology on tap gathering 
was a success!  We shared a wonderful conversation and 
great fellowship.   This will be a monthly gathering, and all 
are welcomed to join us.  There are a couple of important 
requirements…grab your favorite beverage and join us!

Theology on Tap this month will explore an Essay from 
Joyce Rupp’s Book, “May I Have This Dance?”   The essay 
is titled.  The poem that I used in the lead article is the 
beginning of this essay.  Here is a short excerpt from the 
essay: “Advent is a season for exiles.  It is a time of wait-
ing, a time of yearning for light to dispel the darkness. The 
Advent atmosphere is rooted in the experience of exile in 
the Hebrew scriptures.  The people were far from their 
homeland.   The people cried out for a savior to deliver 
them from a great darkness.  The Messiah would light their 
way home.”

Join us for fellowship and good conversation on Thursday, 
December 17 at 7:00 pm.  To sign up, simply email Thom 
at thom@gpctemple.org.

Merry Christmas!

mailto:office%40gpctemple.com?subject=
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