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 Fellowships are coming!                                               

Mark your calendars...
St. Patty’s Dinner with Friends 

Friday, March 18 • 6:00pm • $13 Per Person
Ratibor Country Grill 

(located at 10226 Farm to Market 2086, Temple)

You will have the option upon entrance to Ratibor to select one of the following meat entrees:  
Chicken fried chicken; hamburger steak; grilled chicken or chicken fried chicken   

All will be served mashed potatoes/gravy and green beans, tea or water.  Extra cost for beer or soda.  
There are only 70 available reservations, so get yourself signed up!   

Reservation list is available in the narthex or email/call the church office at office@gpctemple.org. 
(no childcare available for this event) 

Make sure to wear Your GREEN!

                      Mo-Ranch Presbyterian Family Christian Camp
May 27-30, 2022 • Memorial Day Weekend

Mo-Ranch Camp
(located in Hunt, Texas)

Grace Presbyterian Church is bringing back this fun weekend experience for our GPC family and friends!  
 The Guest Lodge along the Guadalupe River has been reserved for 40 participants 

 to have a fun weekend of fellowship!   
Cost per person is $110 with children under 2 free (you must provide bed/playpen for them).  

This is dorm style arrangements with  bunk beds.  
Sign up sheets are located in the office, narthex, and can be printed off our website.  

Questions?  Contact your new membership team: Carla Stanley or Marianne Stringfellow    
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Need to speak to a Pastor? 
Feel free to contact Associate Pastor, Rev. Eric Peterson (eric@gpctemple.org) or Rev. Bill Benner (bjbenner@
att.net) at the church.  You may contact them at 254.773.2134 or email them directly. 

mailto:eric%40gpctemple.org?subject=
mailto:bjbenner%40att.net?subject=
mailto:bjbenner%40att.net?subject=


G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 2 G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

G P C  S TA F F
Rev. Thom Lamb
Pastor
thom@gpctemple.org

Rev. Eric Peterson
Associate Pastor
eric@gpctemple.org

Chelsea Stern
Dir of Music/Children’s Ministry
chelsea@gpctemple.org

Emily Gary
Pianist/Accompanist

Dr. Jonathan Gary
Organist

Josh Essary
Handbell Choir Director
joshuaessary@gmail.com

Sharon Ellis
Administrative Assistant
office@gpctemple.org

Jane Nance
Child Care Coordinator
janenance@gmail.com

Adele Parker
Sexton

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504
Phone: 254.773.2134
www.gpctemple.org

Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays
8am - 4pm

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - (GRADES K-5) Room 204
Teachers: Cathi Simons and Elizabeth Seeger
We will continue to enjoy the PCUSA curriculum “Growing in Grace and Gratitude”:  
our quarterly denominational curriculum for children ages 3-12. Children see 
God’s grace in the biblical narrative and in our world today. 

LOGOS is postponed due to Covid! We hope to resume the  
program in the Spring as things improve. 

M I S S I O N S  M I N I S T RY 
Christmas Joy Gift
Thank you for your generous support of the Christmas 
Joy Gift offering.  $2030 was received and will go towards  
supporting both Presbyterian -related schools and colleges 
serving communities of color, and the Assistance Program 
of the Board of Pensions, which provides critical financial 
support to current and retired church workers and their 
families to help them through difficult times. 

Living Waters for the World Update
In March 2020, Grace Presbyterian Church partnered with 
the Alpha and Omega Church of Tacaná, Guatemala to  
install a water purification system.  Despite all the difficul-
ties and restrictions with the ongoing pandemic, the water 
ministry is thriving.  We received the following report from 
the Water Committee this month.
“Good afternoon, Brother, and to all of you. Our wish is for 
the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ to dwell in everyone’s 
heart.  We are greeting you from the Water Purification 
Project of Tacaná, San Marcos, Guatemala. We want you 
to know that the project has continued to open doors, to 
the extent that we are nowadays selling a hundred bottles 
of water per week.  God willing, that number will continue 
to climb. We have been sharing water with other groups 
without charge. And again, God willing, this coming sum-
mer we will be helping to (re)build a home that came down 
over the winter.”
It is exciting to know that this ministry continues to grow 
and help meet the needs of this community.  And despite 
not being able to travel to Guatemala for our planned  
installation of a second system in Tectitan, we are explor-
ing ways in which our partners there can proceed with an  
installation with “virtual” support from our team.  Please 
keep this ministry in your prayers and we seek to find new 
ways to share clean water. •

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N
Spotlight on Christian Education at GPC
Members of Presbyterian Women at GPC already know 
from experience how meaningful it is to be a part of our 
monthly  Horizons Bible Studies, but our  quest for fel-
lowship and scriptural enlightenment doesn’t have to end 
then and there, because  here at GPC we are additionally 
blessed with two active and engaging  adult  Sunday School 
classes. Led by experienced, well qualified Christians, both 
classes are designed to deepen and challenge participants’ 
understanding of scripture - and of one another - so if you
haven’t been to Sunday School in a while, why not give one 
or both classes a try, beginning this coming Sunday? 

M E A L S  O N  W H E E L S
We would like to thank you for all the donations of soups 
and cornbread! We wouldn’t do this without all of our 
volunteers.  You are making a difference in people’s lives! 

Wayne Finch  2/1  Jana Johnson  2/2  Lea Ann Bettis  2/3
Jeff Hogan  2/4  Carol Huddle  2/5  Bobby Woodard  2/11
Paula Wilson  2/13  Margaret Buchanan 2/13  Sharon Owen  2/14
Beth Gerdes  2/16  Carla Stanley  2/16  Mary Ann Ray  2/17  
David Salzman  2/17  Bill Wilson  2/17  Judy Enloe  2/18  
Dan Keyser  2/20  Katherine Myers 2/21  Al Knight  2/22  
Paul Gerdes  2/23  Kay Finch  2/24  Dot Tate  2/24  
Dorla McLaughlin 2/25  Natalie Ozment  2/26  Skylar Turner  2/26

Birthdays forFebruary

F E E D  M Y S H E E P -  F E B  2 3
Did you know that Feed My Sheep provides hot meals and 
sack lunches to those in need EVERY day? GPC participates 
in this important ministry by providing meals about 5 times 
each year. Our next commitment to provide sack lunches 
and serve a hot meal is Wednesday, February 23. 

How can you participate in this important local mission?
• Sandwiches and sack lunches: Volunteer to make sand-
wiches and assemble sack lunches in the comfort of your 
home. We provide all the supplies to make 20 sandwiches 
for 10 lunches (2 sandwiches per bag), or more, if you’d like! 
Sign-up to reserve your sack lunch kit to be picked up at the 
church on Sunday, February 20 and then, deliver the lunch-
es back to the church by the evening of Tuesday, February 
22.
• Cooks needed: We need just 2-3 people to cook the hot 
meal on the day before the meal service. We make a simple 
macaroni and cheese dish that is a FMS favorite. Sign up to 
help cook on Tuesday, February 22.
• Meal service:  Are you available to help us serve a hot 
meal and sack lunches? We will gather at GPC at 10:15 am 
on Wednesday, February 23, load up a few vehicles with 
the meals and take them to Feed My Sheep. Then, stay and 
serve the meals until about 12:30 pm.  
• Cookies:  Do you find joy in baking? We like to provide 
home-baked cookies or brownies for dessert with the hot 
meal. Just bake a couple of dozen (or more) of your favor-
ites and put them in single serving baggies of 2-3 cookies 
in each. Please drop them off at the church by Tuesday, 
February 22.   
• Other donations for FMS can be dropped off at the church 
anytime:
 o Toiletries (sample size or individually packaged) 
 o Wrapped cutlery from your take-out meals
Please leave these donations in the classroom behind the 
kitchen in the boxes marked “FMS.” 

Mark your calendars for FMS meal service dates for 2022: 
February 23, April 27, June 29, August 31 and October 26. 

Please contact Lori Lamb with questions or to sign up to vol-
unteer by Friday, February 18.  Call or text: 740.403.7156, 
or email: lorilamb12@gmail.com. 

G P C  Y O U T H
Youth Sunday School meet each Sunday 10-10:50 am.   
Upcoming events: 
• Youth Rummage Sale - Saturday, March 19
Congregants can bring what they want to give away to be 
sold at the rummage sale between March 14-18. Proceeds 
from the rummage sale will go towards future mission trips 
and youth conferences.

• Souper Bowl of Caring - Sunday, February 13
Youth collect donations in pots after each worship service 
and will accept nonperishable food items. All donations will 
go to local food pantries like the CTLC. •

FIRST SUNDAY FAMILY FELLOWSHIP lunch is back! All families with children and youth are 
invited to meet other families for a time of casual fellowship and lunch after the 11 am service on the 
first Sunday of each month.  This month, we will meet on February 6 at noon (after 11am worship) 
at Rosa’s Cafe (located at 1720 Scott Blvd, Temple). Questions?  Contact Chelsea@gpctemple.org 

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY
Handbell Choir Rehearsals 
Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30 pm • Room 105 •Contact Josh Essary • joshuaessary@gmail.com

Chancel Choir Rehearsals 
Rehearsals resume Wednesday, February 2! Regular rehearsals are Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 pm  
Sanctuary • Contact Chelsea Stern • chelsea@gpctemple.org

G P C  L E A D E R S H I P. . .

GPC ELDERS  

CLASS of 2022 
 

Jan Fall 
David Nickerson 
Marilyn Ritchie 

Debbie Stephens 
Pat Sypert 

CLASS of 2023 
 

Josh Essary 
Fancy Jezek 

Carla Stanley 
Abigail Zalkovsky 
Alyssa Nickerson* 

CLASS of 2024 
 

John Bowling 
Kevin Cushman 
Robby Ozment 
Elizabeth Seeger 

Marianne Stringfellow 

BOARD OF DEACONS 

CLASS of 2021 
 

Lynn Grant 
Millie Henn 

Nick Arnoudse 
Norma Swaim 

CLASS of 2022 
 

Jo Elwood 
John Elwood 

David Salzman 
Jan Salzman 

CLASS of 2023 
 

Al Lowe 
Linda Lowe 
Bob Shull 
Sara Shull 

*One year term 
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504
www,gpctemple.org

PLACE LABEL HERE

childcare available

in person & online worship:
9/11am 

10AM Sunday School

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly  
messenger  with things either coming up that week 
or in the near future.  If you are not on this list to 
receive it and would like to, email the church office 
at  office@gpctemple.org.

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?   
We need your help to keep our membership records accurate.  Please 
let the church office know if you change your home address, email, 
cell phone, or if you replaced your land line with a cell phone.  To 
make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office at  
office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

grace prayer ministry
Did you know that we have a prayer ministry? If 
you would like to be added to the email prayer 
chain to receive updates and prayer requests, 
please let the church office know by emailing us.If 
you have a prayer request that you would like to 
be prayed over, please email the church office at 
office@gpctemple.org. 

We have multiple ways to GIVE:
• Online giving-Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane  

and drop it in the  mailbox. No need to get out  
of the car!

• Bring to worship on Sunday or drop off in the church office during office 
hours:  
Monday thru Thursday, 8am -4pm.

• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org
http://www.gpctemple.org
mailto:%20office%40gpctemple.org?subject=
mailto:office%40gpctemple.com?subject=
mailto:office%40gpctemple.org?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/give-online

