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TEMPLE, TEXAS

‘Choral Scholar Benef i t Reci tal - Songs of Love’
By Chelsea Stern, Director of Music

On Sunday, February 12 at 3pm, all are invited to a “Choral Scholar 
Benefit Recital” given by our talented Grace Presbyterian Church 
staff.  The theme for the recital is “Songs of Love” to coincide with 
Valentine’s Day.  For several years, Grace Presbyterian Church has 
supported choral scholars to sing and serve in our music ministry. 
GPC provides a weekly salary to a local college music student who 
serves as section leader in the Chancel Choir and singer in the Praise 
Team. 

 Lenae Grimm is our current Choral Scholar.  Lenae is a senior Music 
Education major at the University of Mary Hardin Baylor and is a 
multi-talented musician as  a singer, pianist, guitarist and soon-to-be music teacher!  The Choir and Praise 
Team have benefitted greatly by her leadership.  Lenae is student teaching locally and will graduate this 
spring.  

The funding for the Choral Scholar program currently comes from the church budget, however, we hope 
this recital will provide additional funds to continue this important ministry in the future.  We also hope 
to expand the number of choral scholars we are able to hire: one choral scholar singing each voice part 
(Soprano, Alto, Tenor and Bass).  

The Choral Scholar benefits from having an opportunity to 
grow as a church musician and be supported by a loving 
church community while he/she is in school.   Relationships 
between our church and local university music programs  
provides benefits to our church music ministry.  These 
benefits include invitations for our choir to participate in 
collaborative events, connections with guest musicians who 
share their gifts with our congregation and being known in 
the community as a church that supports students in church 
music ministry. 

I hope you will save the date and come to this wonderful benefit recital on February 12! GPC Staff and 
guests performing include: Lenae Grimm, Chris and Chelsea Stern, Jonathan and Emily Gary, Josh and 
Jennifer Essary, and Rev. Eric Peterson.  A love offering will be collected during the recital and all proceeds 
will go directly to funding the Choral Scholar Program.  

I am so proud to serve Grace Presbyterian Church.  I am particularly proud of the amaz- ing music 
staff and lay musicians who share their gifts with us in worship every week.  Thank you for 
coming to support the GPC Choral Scholar Program.  We know you will enjoy a delightful 
afternoon of music.  A light reception of ‘Valentine Desserts’ will follow. 

Interested in joining GPC?  If you are not a member and wish to discuss join-
ing, we would love to talk with you! • Reach out to us at 254.773.2134. There is a place for everyone here 
at GPC!
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The Season of Lent: A Time to Look Within   -- Rev. Thom Lamb
It seems as of Christmas was just here and now, we are preparing for the season of Lent.  Lent 
begins on February 22nd with the celebration of Ash Wednesday, marking the beginning of the 
six-week season that leads us toward Holy week and Easter.  Of all the seasons of the church year, 
Lent is perhaps, for me, the most meaningful.  It is a time set aside to look within, examine our 
lives, turn our hearts back toward the one who has given his life for us all.   It is a call for us to 
reflect on our need for God’s grace and our desire to be renewed.

It all begins on Ash Wednesday.  On this blessed day, we begin our Lenten journey.  Author Elizabeth-Anne Vanek wrote this brief 
meditation on the imposition of ashes:

You thumbed grit into my furrowed brow,
marking me with the sign of mortality,

the dust of last year’s palms.

The cross you traced seared, smudged skin,
and I recalled other ashes

etched into my heart
by those who loved too little or not at all.

The ashes are for us an outward sign of our commitment to follow Jesus, all the way to the cross and beyond.  We claim this ritual 
as a sign of our frailty, our mortality and our need for Grace.  It is a time for us to look within.  As we receive the Lord’s Supper, we 
are reminded that we do not make this journey within alone.  God in Jesus Christ is with us, guiding us, reminding us that while we 
are mortal, in Him we have new hope and life beyond death. The cross traced on our foreheads stands as a reminder that we are 
the heirs of Christ’s promise of life.  

The season of Lent gives us an opportunity to take on the challenge of finding a deeper relationship with Christ.  In our Ash  
Wednesday worship there is an invitation to adopt a spiritual disciple during the season of Lent.  The Book of Common Worship puts 
it this way:

“We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance, and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the  
gospel of Jesus Christ.  We begin our journey to Easter with the sign of ashes. This ancient sign speaks of the frailty and uncertainty of  
human life, and marks the penitence of this community.

I invite you, therefore, in the name of Christ,
to observe a holy Lent

by self-examination and penitence,
by prayer and fasting,

by works of love,
and by reading and meditating on the Word of God…”  (p. 223)

Take some time to prayerfully consider “taking on” a discipline to draw closer to the grace that is ours in Christ Jesus.

This year we will begin our Lenten Journey on Ash Wednesday with a Soup Supper at 6:00 PM in Fellowship Hall followed by a 
worship service at 7pm in the Sanctuary.

I leave you with a simple household prayer for Ash Wednesday:

Merciful God,
You called us forth from the dust of the earth;

You claimed us for Christ in the waters of Baptism.
Look upon us as we enter these forty days

bearing the mark of ashes,
and bless our journey through the desert of Lent

to the font of rebirth.
May our fasting be hunger for justice;

Our alms, a making of peace;
Our prayer, the chant of humble and grateful hearts.

All that we do and pray is ion the name of Jesus,
For in his cross you proclaim your love

Forever and ever.  Amen.

G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

OFFICER TRAINING • Saturday, February 11 • 9am – 12 noon • Fellowship Hall
We will hold an officer training event for all newly elected Elders and Deacons and those who are currently serving on the Board 
of Deacons and the Session of GPC.  For more information, please contact Rev. Thom Lamb at thom@gpctemple.org. 

mailto:thom%40gpctemple.org?subject=
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sunday’s • 10 - 10:50am
K-5th Grade - Room 204 (Located in the nursery wing – last 
room)
Teachers: Cathi Simons, Elizabeth Seeger, A’Lisa Ozment and 
Beth Gerdes

*Nursery Care for infants – Kindergarten children is available 
during both worship services and Sunday school. 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT  
Friday, February 3 • 5:30-8:30 
pm   Parent’s Night Out is the first  
Friday of each month and is for  
families who are members or regular 
attenders of the church and for their 
children (Infants through 5th Grade).   
Childcare is provided by our GPC 
Nursery staff.  Register for PNO 
by the Wednesday of the week of PNO (Feb 1) via our  
Children’s Ministry page on our website. You will also find policy 
and procedures for PNO there as well.

MUSIC MINISTRY  - Handbell ensemble rehearses 
Wednesdays from 6-7pm (directed by Josh Essary); Chancel Choir 
rehearses Wednesdays from 7-8pm (directed by Chelsea Stern).  

Choir and Handbell rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 
7-8pm in the choir room.

For Music or Children’s Ministry questions, contact 
Chelsea Stern, Director of Music and Children’s Ministries at  
chelsea@gpctemple.org. For more information 
about Grace Music Ministry visit our webpage at  
https://gpctemple.webs.com/music-ministry

LOGOS! Wednesday Night Children/Youth Ministry Gathering
LOGOS Wednesday night programming that 
takes place from 5:30-7pm,  will resume on  
Wednesday, February 1 and continue through 
April 26.  Children and Youth who attended in the 
fall will automatically be registered.  Any children 
or youth who are new to the program for Spring 
can register on the church website at: https://gpc-
temple.webs.com/children-s-ministry

Spring 2023 Schedule:

Themes are ‘Lost and Found Parables of Jesus’, ‘Garden of 
Gethsemane’ and ‘Breakfast on the Beach’.

Date  Fun Theme/Dinner

Feb 1  Welcome Back! • Chili Dogs, Brats, chips, fruit
  (January/February birthdays)
Feb 8  Fiesta Night • Tacos, beans and rice, guac
Feb 15  Valentine’s Italian Night • Lasagna, salad,  
  breadsticks
Feb 22  NO LOGOS • All Church Ash Wednesday  
  Supper at 6pm • Worship at 7pm • All LOGOS  
  participants and their families are welcome  
  and invited to join us for Ash Wednesday  
  supper and worship! Dinner provided by the  
  church. 

FIRST SUNDAY FAMILY FELLOWSHIP LUNCH
Sunday, Feb 5 • 12pm  

(after 11am worship service)
TBA • “Dutch Treat” • All families with 

children are invited to join other families 
for lunch and fellowship.  Hope to see you 

there! 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING • FEB 12
Youth will collect donations in pots after worship 
and will accept non- perishable food items.  All  
donations will go to local food pantries like CTLC.   

CTLC YOUTH MISSION ACTIVITY • FEB 11
Youth will volunteer at the local food pantry to help 
give to those who need food. We will meet in the 
church parking lot at 7:45am. This will last until 11am. 
We will go to lunch at Hat Creek Burger after volunteer-
ing via the church van and should arrive back at the 
church between 12-12:30pm.  Parents are more than 
welcome to stay and volunteer! 

YOUTH BOWLING NIGHT • FEB 19
All parents and youth are welcome to come bowl at 
Spare Time Texas (Temple) from 5:30-7pm.  The cover 
fee for this event is $15 per person to cover the price 
for bowling and shoes.  Hope all can join the fun and 
fellowship!

For any questions in Youth Ministry, feel free to contact Eric Peterson. 
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DINNER AND A MOVIE
February 23 • 5:30pm • Fellowship Hall • $15 pp
What is better than dinner and a movie?  How about dinner 
and a movie with your church family?  How about dinner and 
movie for less than you would pay for movie and popcorn… 
and yes, there will be popcorn!  I hope you will join us for a  
fantastic meal prepared especially for you by Chef Dave 
Hermann of The Range in Salado with his semi-competent 
assistant, Rev. Thom Lamb, and served by our High School 
Youth and Confirmation Class.  Following what I am sure 
will be an exceptional meal; we will be watching the film, 
“Tender Mercies,” for which Robert Duval won the best actor 
Oscar for his performance as Mac Sledge.  Set in central 
Texas it is a film that celebrates redemption in the face of 
our broken lives.
The money raised at Dinner and a Movie will go to fund 
the Senior High Mission Trip to Austin Texas and the 
LOGOS High School Conference 
at Estes Park, Colorado.  Tickets 
will go on sale February 3!  Let’s 
make it a date.  We will offer a  
children’s movie and dinner option for 
$5.00. 

mailto:chelsea%40gpctemple.org?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/music-ministry
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
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Presbyterian Women Annual Report - January 2023

Mission Statement: Nurture our faith through prayer and Bible Study, support the mission of the church world-wide, 
work for justice and peace, build an inclusive and caring community of women that strengthens the PCUSA and witnesses to 
the promise of God’s kingdom. 

Board Members: Moderator, Cynthia Bankston; Vice Moderator, currently unavailable;  Secretary-Treasurer, Julie Benner; 
Search Chair,Marianne Stringfellow; Tuesday Morning Circle Chair, Pat Wurster; Tuesday Evening Circle Chair, Julie Benner; and
Jennie Shull Circle Chair, Patricia Smith.

Membership:  We have 43 active members who participate by attending church related events, activities, and conferences 
throughout the year.

Our Three Bible Study Groups form the basis of our fellowship and study activities, with monthly meetings scheduled at GPC 
as follows, except for the months of September and December, when the three groups join together, and a summer break in 
July-August. 

   Tuesday Evening Circle: First Tuesday of the month, 6:00pm
   Tuesday Morning Circle: Second Tuesday of the month, 9:30am
   Jennie Shull Circle: Third Thursday of the month, 12:00 noon

Combined Group Meetings were held as follows in 2022: 
Monday, September 26: Bible Study Kickoff Event, with the first lesson in our new study, “Celebrating Sabbath,” presented 
by Rev. Thom Lamb.
Sunday, December 4: “A Christmas Celebration,” with carols and seasonal meditations, led by Rev. Thom Lamb, with Kim 
Lamb assisting.

Other Events included the Annual Presbyterian Women’s Conference, held in May at Mo Ranch.

Our Annual Fundraiser, Backpack Buddies, was a compete success. Thanks to the generosity of this congregation, not only 
did we reach our goal of providing 80 backpacks filled with school supplies for disadvantaged local school children; we were 
also able to donate $250.00 to CTLC, designated for purchasing and providing school supplies as additional needs arise during 
the school year.

Benevolent Giving for the year was centered around needs within our church community, and included gifts of $300.00 each 
to the following:
     LOGOS
     Meals on Wheels
     The Property Committee - designated for the purchase of additional tables for the Pavilion.

A Word of Thanks to the GPC Congregation: Your gifts, designated for our use, are the means that have allowed us to  
provide for all of our benevolent giving, as listed in this report. Your kindness is a blessing to us, as we strive to continue as 
faithful stewards and helpers within our community. •
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Presbyterian Women: Circles Meet to Explore Conflicting Concepts
Titled “Sabbath and Servitude,” our lesson for the month explores two concepts that are in 
marked  opposition. On the one hand, the idea at the heart of the term, Sabbath, is about set-
ting a day aside for stopping work voluntarily. What, then, can be said of today’s “24-7” work  
schedules? When and where does “work” cross the line and become its own form of servitude, a 
word synonymous with slavery? Clearly, by their very nature, these concepts are in complete conflict, so it remains for us, jointly 
and individually, to give serious thought to the matter. 
Most will agree that no work by anyone is a bad idea, but does it naturally follow that any and all work is good?  Circle members, 
we need all of your voices to join together as we meet for debate and fellowship, guided by scripture. 
Join us at GPC at these dates and times:

Tuesday Evening, Feb. 7, 6:00pm •   Tuesday morning, Feb. 14, 9:30am • Thursday, Feb. 16, 12:00pm (noon)
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Ministry Fair
On Sunday February 10,  following both worship services we will hold a Ministry Fair 
where representatives from all the ministries and programs of Grace Presbyterian 
Church will be present to share more about their work and give you an opportunity 
to consider your own service in one of these important aspects of the life of Grace 
Presbyterian Church.   Don’t wait to be asked, come and see where God might be 
leading you as we seek to be faithful to God’s call at Grace Presbyterian Church.  
This fair will include:
• Session Ministries
• Deacon Ministries
• Prime Time Ministry
• Music Ministry
• LOGOS
And much, much more.  Come and see where God has called you to share your gifts 
as we journey onward together. •

New & Improved Family Promise!
Family promise is a national organization with a branch here in Bell County.  Our goal 
is to help homeless families obtain affordable housing by providing shelter, food, 
training and information for jobs.  13 local churches (including our own) take turns, 
one week at a time, to provide dinner, entertainment and overnight company at the 
new Family Promise House.
Is this program working?  In 2022, 222 people were served (of which 146 were chil-
dren) and of those, 206 people are no longer homeless!
Now that the Family Promise House is built and has been moved into, our commitment and 
responsibilities have increased.  We will still need to provide the evening meals around 
6pm and the volunteers are encouraged to join the FP House residents for dinner.  Evening  
activities (games, crafts, movies, help with homework, etc.) are needed and should 
start ASAP after dinner.  Overnight hosts will need to arrive no later than 8pm, bring 
their own bedding (sheets, blanket & pillow or sleeping bag & pillow) and spend the 
night in their own volunteer bedroom.
During our last rotation, Grace Presbyterian Church members stepped up to provide 
and deliver meals for the one of the weeks leading up to the move into the Family 
Promise House.  Thank you to those listed below:
   Kevin & June Cushman     Angel Hernandez
   Mike & Sally Jordan  Sandy Mason
   Janice Smith   Joey & Martha Tabarlet
   Sam & Jessica Wilds
Our next rotation will run from February 26 – March 3, 2023.  Sign-up sheets will be 
in the narthex beginning on Sunday, February 5.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Martha Tabarlet via call or text @ (254) 931-0373.  Thank you! •

DEACON’S CORNER
by Jan Salzman

YOU ARE HERE……………………..

Maps of many places such as airports,  
entertainment parks etc. are helpful in  
predicting where you are in a particular place 
and help you decide where you want to go. 
These types of maps are great until you wake 
up one morning and need a map to show 
you where you want to go when your life just 
doesn’t feel right. Perhaps you wake up and 
realize:

• what you have been doing for work really 
isn’t making you happy, 

• or your spouse of 10, 20 etc. years has 
become numb to your life and schedule, 

• or your grandchildren do not run into your 
arm upon your arrival at their home

• or the part-time job has taken over your life

• or your eating habits have begun to give you 
indigestion

•or your legs hurt when you jog every  
morning

These are wake up signs, sometimes ignored 
or dismissed. YOU ARE HERE happens when 
you do not realize life has changed, despite 
your best intentions or determination to keep 
things the same. I believe God sends us the 
nudge or shake up to wake us up to what we 
might be missing.

YOU ARE HERE can be a painful  
experience, a loss and can make one fearful 
to change, or uncomfortable to say the least, 
but if approached gently through prayer and 
a time-out scenario you may realize what 
you want to create in your life is different.  It 
is not a New Year resolution but a change in 
pattern. Making you feel better, work smarter 
and be stronger in the knowledge that you 
might be more fulfilled by working for those 
less fortunate, or helping your elderly parent 
to complete their tasks with love, or giving to 
your spouse, friend, young child the time you 
used to watch mindless TV to asking them 
how their life is going. The phrase used 
at our services at Grace Presbyterian, 
and “our God, who will never let you go” 
is true! •

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
 Wayne Finch 2/1 Jana Johnson  2/2 Lea Ann Bettis 2/3
 Jeff Hogan 2/4 Carol Huddle  2/5 Robby Woodard 2/11
 Paula Wilson 2/13 Margaret Buchanan 2/13 Sharon Owen 2/14
 Lee Ann Perry 2/14 Carla Stanley  2/16 Beth Gerdes 2/16
 Mary Ann Ray 2/17 David Salzman  2/17 Bill Wilson 2/17
 Judy Enloe 2/18 Dan Keyser  2/20 Al Knight 2/22
 Paul Gerdes 2/23 Kay Finch  2/24 Dot Tate 2/24
Dorla McLaughlin 2/25 Natalie Ozment  2/26 Skylar Turner 2/26 
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504
www,gpctemple.org

PLACE LABEL HERE

in person & online worship:
10AM Sunday School

(except jan  1)
11 am worship 

CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

GPC STAFF
Rev. Thom Lamb

Pastor
thom@gpctemple.org

Rev. Eric Peterson
Associate Pastor

eric@gpctemple.org

Chelsea Stern
Dir of Music/Children’s Ministry

chelsea@gpctemple.org

Emily Gary
Pianist/Accompanist

Dr. Jonathan Gary
Organist

Josh Essary
Handbell Choir Director

joshuaessary@gmail.com

Sharon Ellis
Office Administrator

office@gpctemple.org

Jane Nance
Child Care Coordinator
janenance@gmail.com

Adele Parker
Sexton

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

Phone: 254.773.2134
www.gpctemple.org

Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays

8am - 4pm

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE  • FEBRUARY 22
Souper Supper in Fellowship Hall at 6pm
Worship in the Sanctuary at 7pm

This year we will gather for a Soup Supper with a simple meal of homemade soup, bread and salad as 
we begin our Lenten Journey.  From this simple meal we will gather for Worship to share in the Lord’s 
Supper and the imposition of ashes.  All are welcome! 

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly messenger  with things either coming up that 
week or in the near future.  If you are not on this list to receive it and would like to, email 
the church office at  office@gpctemple.org.

grace prayer ministry
Did you know that we have a prayer ministry? If you would like to be added to the email 
prayer chain to receive updates and prayer requests, please let the church office know by 
emailing us.If you have a prayer request that you would like to be prayed over, please email 
the church office at office@gpctemple.org. 

missed a service?   Watch our worship service LIVE on Grace 
Presbyterian’s Facebook page (@gpctemple) or YouTube.  Need help in finding us? 
Contact us at 254.773.2134 or see a staff member, Elder, or Rev. Thom Lamb. Share with 
your friends that cannot make it so that they can worship with us! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org
http://www.gpctemple.org
mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:%20office%40gpctemple.org?subject=
mailto:office%40gpctemple.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA/featured

