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TEMPLE, TEXAS

What is your Promised Land? 
As we move into the New Year and past that threshold Eve between 2022 and 2023, I’ve been thinking of 
the Israelites standing at the Eve of their entry into the Promised Land. 

Moses Sees the Promised Land from Afar, James Tissot 
What do you imagine they were thinking, feeling, and saying as they stood at that Eve and looked onto the 
Promised Land? What are you thinking, feeling, and saying as you journey past that Eve and look onto 2023? 

Will 2023 be a Promised Land for us? What promise does it hold? What will threaten that promise? What 
are you hoping for? What do you need in 2023? What will you take with you from 2022? Wilderness land 
is not necessarily waste land. Even the wilderness can be a place of growth and gift, a place where angels 
minister to us (Mark 1:13). 

What gifts did 2022 offer you? What have you learned about yourself? What do you need to let go of or 
leave behind? What amends do you need to make, with yourself or another, so you can enter that new land 
without the baggage of guilt or regret? What do you need to celebrate and give thanks for? And what do 
you need to confess or forgive? What is asking for your time, attention, and best efforts?

How do we want to be in this new place and time? I don’t know if that’s what the Israelites were asking 
themselves, but I think it’s the question before us moving past the threshold of New Year’s Eve and into the 
new year. I believe it is about more than a change in scenery or a changing of the calendar.

This threshold should not just be about the New Year only. It can also about the 
One who brings us to this new place and time. Ushering in the new year can be 
seen as a reminder that our hopes and longings for the Promised Land of 2023 are 
not in changed circumstances but in Jesus whose name means God saves. 

Mediate on this prayer as we collectively think and discern on our hopes and 
dreams for 2023:
O God our Creator, you have divided our life into days and seasons, and called us to 
acknowledge your providence year after year: Accept our praise and thanksgiving 
for this past year and hear our prayers for the coming year. Plant in every heart, 
we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of the world, Jesus. Grant that we who 
begin this year in his Name, may complete it to his honor and glory. Pardon our 
transgressions of the past and guide us by your Holy Spirit that we may turn our 
feet into your paths, serve you in peace, and live in your presence. All this we ask in 
the holy name of your Son, Jesus, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

                                 Volunteers needed to bake cookies or brownies to 
be delivered to the church by Tuesday, January 24; 
Sandwich makers needed on Tuesday evening, January 

24 at 5:30PM (Fell Hall); Deliver/serve meals to FMS on Wednesday, January 25 from 
10:30AM-12:30PM; Donations of wrapped plastic cutlery or travel size toiletries • Contact 
Elizabeth Seeger at 361.813.6656 

 Feed My Sheep
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MUSIC MINISTRY  - Handbell ensemble rehearses 
Wednesdays from 6-7pm (directed by Josh Essary); Chancel Choir 
rehearses Wednesdays from 7-8pm (directed by Chelsea Stern).  

Choir and Handbell rehearsals are on a break and will resume 
on Wednesday, January 11.  The choir will sing in worship on 
Sunday, January 8 and rehearse at 10am that morning. 

For Music or Children’s Ministry questions, contact 
Chelsea Stern, Director of Music and Children’s Ministries at  
chelsea@gpctemple.org. For more information 
about Grace Music Ministry visit our webpage at  
https://gpctemple.webs.com/music-ministry

ANNUAL MEETING  • January 22, 2023 at 10am • The 
annual meeting of the congregation and corporation of Grace 
Presbyterian Church will be held on Sunday, January 22, at 10am 
in the Sanctuary.  At the meeting you will hear reports from 
the Session, Board of Deacons and a financial overview of the  
budget for 2023. 

MEALS ON WHEELS - While we have more volunteers than 
we did a couple of months ago, we still need 2 permanent cooks 
for the 3rd Tuesday of each month, 2 substitute drivers (they 
aren’t needed very often) and 2 substitute cooks/cold packers 
(they aren’t needed very often).  If you can help MOW, please 
contact Carolyn Van Winkle 254-742-5011 golfcartmom@hot-
mail.com or call Sharon Ellis in the church office AT 254.773.2134

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N 
Presbyterian Women: Keeping a Good Thing Going

We’ll begin with a word of thanks to Thom and Kim Lamb, for 
a simply excellent Christmas program that brought the women 
of the church together this past December - what a wonderful, 
joyous way it was to kick of the holiday season!

Now, with the New Year before us, it would really be too bad 
if we were to lose our momentum - so let’s keep it up by mak-
ing a point of attending one or more of our Bible Study Circles 
this January. Our monthly lesson includes an examination of 
our culture’s preoccupations with endless consumerism, then 
shines a light on simple, meaningful ways that anyone can  
combat it -and we’ll also answer a new and intriguing question:

What’s so great about FOOD THAT LAUGHS?

Circles continue to meet at GPC, on the following schedule, so 
come, and bring a friend!

Tuesday Evening: First Tuesday of the month, 6:00PM
Tuesday Morning: Second Tuesday of the month, 9:30AM

Third Thursday of the month, 12:00 Noon

F R O M  G P C  S TA F F
The staff at GPC would like to say thank you to all that were 
so kind and generous to donate to the Christmas Staff gift.  
Your appreciation was such a blessing!  Happy New Year! 

B O O K  S T U D Y B E G I N N I N G  I N  J A N U A RY
Water from and Ancient Well: Celtic Spirituality for Modern 
Life by Kenneth McIntosh • Five sessions beginning Monday, 
January 16
As Presbyterians we have some deep roots in Celtic 
Spirituality.  Kenneth McIntosh explores ways in which we 
can broaden our faith through imitating the Celtic saints who 
were aware of God as a living presence in everybody and 
everything.  Each Chapter leads us into such topics as God in 
the everyday; the meanings of the Cross; The divine presence 
in solitude and many more. 
In this smalll group gathering we will explore the how ‘water 
from an Ancient Well’ can provide us with sustenance in our 
modern life. 
If you would like to participate in the small group study, please 
RSVP by January 4 to Rev. Thom Lamb at thom@gpctemple.
org.   The book is available on Amazon at: https://www.ama-
zon.com/s?k=water+from+an+ancient+well+celtic+spirituali-
ty+for+modern+life&crid=2E593UR34SB4F&sprefix=Water+-
from+an+%2Caps%2C128&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_2_14

G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Youth Sunday School will resume on Sunday, Janu-
ary 8th from 9:30-10:30 am. We will be continuing 
the curriculum from Sparkhouse called Echo the 
Story and focus on the books and letters from the 
New Testament. With Echo the Story, youth dis-
cover meaning and fresh insights from the biblical 
narrative through observation and dialogue. This 
approach sparks curiosity and allows connections 
and applications to surface naturally. Youth will see 
the New Testament and God in new and different 
ways through the storying process. 

CTLC YOUTH MISSION ACTIVITY • JAN 14
The youth have a mission activity Saturday,  
January 14, volunteering at the local food pantry to 
help give to those who need food. We will meet at 
Churches Touching Lives for Christ (702 W Avenue 
G) at 8 am. This will last until 11:15am. For those 
who are able, we will have lunch together at Trenos 
in downtown Temple after serving at CTLC. Please 
be sure to bring money for your lunch.  For any 
questions, feel free to contact Eric Peterson. 

YOUTH AT LOGOS • FEB 1
Youth fellowship activities will happen during  
LOGOs starting Wednesday, February 1, from  
5:30 - 7 pm. We will have our own games and  
activities separate from the Children’s Ministry 
in the Youth Room and eat dinner together with  
everyone. 

For any questions in Youth Ministry, feel free to contact Eric Peterson. 
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sunday’s • 10 - 10:50am
K-5th Grade - Room 204 (Located in the nursery wing – last 
room)
Teachers: Cathi Simons, Elizabeth Seeger, A’Lisa Ozment and 
Beth Gerdes

*Nursery Care for infants – Kindergarten children is available 
during both worship services and Sunday school. 

*Children’s Sunday School will not meet on January 1. 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT  
Friday, January 6 • 5:30-8:30 pm   
Parent’s Night Out is the first Fri-
day of each month and is for fami-
lies who are members or regular at-
tenders of the church and for their 
children (Infants through 5th Grade).   
Childcare is provid-
ed by our GPC Nursery staff.  Register for PNO by 
the Wednesday of the week of PNO (Jan 4) via our  
Children’s Ministry page on our website. You will also find policy and  
procedures for PNO there as well. 

LOGOS! Wednesday Night Children/Youth Ministry Gathering
LOGOS Wednesday night programming will  
resume in the new year on Wednesday,  
February 8 and continue through May 3.  Chil-
dren and Youth who attended in the fall will  
automatically be registered.  Any children or 
youth who are new to the program for Spring can  
register on the church website at: https://gpctem-
ple.webs.com/children-s-ministry

FIRST SUNDAY FAMILY FELLOWSHIP LUNCH
Sunday, Jan 8 • 12pm (after 11am worship service)

TBA
“Dutch Treat” • All families with children are invited to join 
other families for lunch and fellow-

ship.  Hope to see you there! 

 

JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS

 Erin Jezek  1/1
 Angela Roberts  1/4
 Shirley Gaines  1/5
 Melody Grant  1/5
 Amanda Acosta  1/8
 Tommy Smith  1/8
 Mary Burrough  1/13
 David Hermann  1/15
	 Melissa	Petty	 	 1/17
 Kenneth Taylor  1/20
 Bryan Zalkovsky  1/20
 Chris Boldt  1/22
 Nancy Hale  1/23
 Sandy Mason  1/25
	 Clifford	mayes	 	 1/25
 Lynda Stokes  1/25
 Joaquin Rodriguez 1/29
 Elizabeth Lawrence 1/31 

Interested in joining GPC?  If you are not a 
member and wish to discuss joining, we would love to talk with you! • 
Reach out to us at 254.773.2134. There is a place for everyone here at 
GPC!

Grace Presbyterian Church family, thank you all for your love and support in 
our ministry! You may or may not know, but Elevate Mentoring exists to serve 
families in our community by offering one-on-one mentoring to youth in order 
to help them establish goals and then obtain them. We go through trauma-in-
formed trainings and Trust-based Relational Intervention (TBRI) in order to 
aid in our Christ-centered efforts of serving families. Angel Tree is one of our 
favorite events because we get another touchpoint opportunity to serve fam-
ilies who might be experiencing hardships. Your generosity has touched all of 
the families this Christmas season, each sharing their appreciation and grati-
tude in our conversations over this past week. One family mentioned that they 
were not planning on truly doing gifts because of financial constraints. Both 
parents had tears in their eyes when they received the gifts, knowing that it 
was the Holy Spirit who stirred generosity in the hearts of this congregation 
that made this happen. I wish I could share all of the stories and conversations 
I have had throughout this process, but I hope these words can give a small 
glimpse into the magnitude of your efforts. Thank you for your support in our 
efforts to strengthen families, thank you for sharing your space so that the 
youth may see the church as a safe place, and thank you for caring deeply for 

your community! 

Blessings,
Tom Morton, MDiv

Elevate Mentoring Coordinator

M I S S E D  A S E R V I C E ?    Watch our worship  
service LIVE on Grace Presbyterian’s Facebook page  
(@gpctemple) or YouTube.  Need help in finding us? 
Contact us at 254.773.2134 or see a staff member, Elder, 
or Rev. Thom Lamb. Share with your friends that cannot 
make it so that they can worship with us! MONEY COUNTERS NEEDED!

Our finance team is in need of two 
money counters to volunteer 1 hour a 
month (one week) out of the month.  If  
interested, please contact Kevin Cushman 
at 254.493.2403 or email him at cushman.
gattey@gmail.com.  THANK YOU! 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504
www,gpctemple.org

PLACE LABEL HERE

in person & online worship:
10AM Sunday School

(except jan  1)
11 am worship 

CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

GPC STAFF
Rev. Thom Lamb

Pastor
thom@gpctemple.org

Rev. Eric Peterson
Associate Pastor

eric@gpctemple.org

Chelsea Stern
Dir of Music/Children’s Ministry

chelsea@gpctemple.org

Emily Gary
Pianist/Accompanist

Dr. Jonathan Gary
Organist

Josh Essary
Handbell Choir Director

joshuaessary@gmail.com

Sharon Ellis
Office Administrator

office@gpctemple.org

Jane Nance
Child Care Coordinator
janenance@gmail.com

Adele Parker
Sexton

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

Phone: 254.773.2134
www.gpctemple.org

Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays

8am - 4pm

Living Waters for the World                                          --GPC Living Waters Team

This fall, the 2 churches where GPC has helped install clean water systems sent their water 
teams to a Living Waters network conference in Guatemala, where they met with teams 
from other systems, shared their experiences and participated in workshops to update 
their skills and learn new ways to improve their systems and enhance educational efforts. 
According to Lois Johnson, the LWW Network Coordinator for Guatemala, we had the best 
representation at the conference!  She also expressed her appreciation for Grace’s water 
ministry with these words:

“In this season of gratitude and hope, we are so thankful for you and your water team. 
Through you, people you know and others you will never meet lead healthier lives and chil-
dren thrive. You’ve moved water work steadily along, despite a pandemic, and with skill, 
compassion, and commitment.”  

We are encouraged that the 2 systems installed in 2020 and 2022 are doing so well, and 
look forward to our next installation, which is tentatively planned for May 2023.

We are also happy to report that the system installed in Haulover, Nicaragua in 2018 by FPC 
is back up and operational, providing clean water to the community after being damaged 
by Hurricane Julia.  

Thanks to all of you for your continued support of this vital ministry.

Iglesia Alfa y Omega in Tacana Iglesia cristo viene in Tectitan
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