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Back in 2019 the Session approved a three-month Sabbatical to begin after Easter.  Because of my Mother’s passing that became 
impossible.  In 2020-2021 we have been up against the Pandemic.  The time has finally arrived for my sabbatical leave.  

Beginning on January 24th I will embark on a journey that will take me back to the roots of my ministry, some 37 years in the mak-
ing.  I wanted to use this time to reflect on where I have come from, all that I have learned, and looking forward to what may lie 
ahead for myself and GPC.  During this sabbatical, I plan to rest and reconnect with my own Spiritual journey.  I will do this through 
visits with folks who have impacted my own faith journey, and through reading and reflection.

The Journey will take me from my home Church, Palisades Presbyterian Church in San Diego, to Pittsburgh where I studied in 
Seminary to Rochester and Peekskill, New York and on to Ohio, the place that prepared me to come to Texas.  I plan to spend a 
week at Stoney point Interfaith Conference Center, across the river from my First call as a solo Pastor in Peekskill.

After some rest and recovery at home, I will head to Louisville, KY to spend time with my first mentor in ordained ministry, Dr. 
Joseph D. Small, where he retired after almost 50 years of service to the church.  Then as a capstone to this adventure, Lori and I 
will spend some time together on vacation.

It is my hope to do some work on a Spiritual autobiography and to document the places I visit for a presentation to the congrega-
tion after my return.

Readings
I will be reading some books that I hope will help me to come to a deeper understanding of my spiritual journey.  These books 
represent some of my favorite authors whose works I have yet to tackle along the way, Frederick Buechner’s The Remarkable 
Ordinary; The Road to Daybreak and Life of the Beloved, by Henri Nouwen; Richard Rohr’s Immortal Diamond; Merton’s Palace of 
Nowhere and Christian Meditation by James Findley; Joseph Small and others, A Pastoral Rule for Today and finally Pauses for Lent: 
Forty Words for Forty Days by Trevor Hudson.  

I want to invite you to read along with me and I have chosen a few of these books for you to consider:
Buechner, Frederick,  The Remarkable Ordinary: How to Stop, Look, and Listen to Life. (Zondervan Pub.  2017) 

Hudson, Trevor  Pauses for Lent: 40 Words for 40 Days (Upper Room Books, 2015)

Nouwen, Henri  The Road to Daybreak: A Spiritual Journey (Image Books Doubleday, New York, 1988)

While I have chosen these books for you to read with me, please feel free to explore the other books on my list.  For those who 
choose to “read along” I hope to have a time when I return to talk about the reading and share our experiences together.  

Pastoral Coverage
Rev. Bill Benner has agreed to assist Eric by picking up some of the Pastoral and administrative duties during my sabbatical.   I have 
been meeting with Eric and Bill and I am confident that their pastoral leadership will guide us in my absence.

If you would like to talk with me further about this sabbatical, just give me a call.  I am deeply grateful for this time to rest and get 
a fresh perspective on my own call to serve Jesus Christ and the church.  I hope you will keep me in your prayers during this time 
away.•

JANUARY 2022

TEMPLE, TEXAS



G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 2

N E W  M E M B E R  C O N V E R S AT I O N
Sunday, January 9 • 10 am in Church Library
What does it mean to be a member of Grace Presbyterian 
Church and the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.?  Come and see!  
This informal conversation will introduce you to the ministry 
and mission of Grace Presbyterian Church, our connection 
to the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. and explore ways that you 
can engage in the life of Grace Presbyterian Church.  This 
conversation is hosted by the Membership Committee and 
Rev. Thom Lamb.  There is no pressure to join the church!  
We are just inviting you to “come and see.”

I give thanks for my church family.  Grace Presbyterian is a 
church that has, over the years, had an open and holistic 
approach to exploring our faith.  We use our “heads,” our 
“hearts” and our “hands” to engage in Christ’s mission of 
grace, peace and above all, love.

Please RSVP to Sharon Ellis or Rev. Thom Lamb at 254-773-
2134.  Feel free to call if you have questions or wish to dis-
cuss church membership.  We look forward to your contin-
ued participation in our church family, and sincerely hope 
you will find in Grace Presbyterian Church a church home.  

A N N U A L M E E T I N G  O F  T H E  C O N G R E G AT I O N 
A N D  C O R P O R AT I O N  O F  G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N 
C H U R C H  Sunday, January 23 • 10 am
The annual meeting of the congregation and Corporation of 
Grace Presbyterian Church is scheduled for January 23 at 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary.  At the meeting we will hear the 
report of the Finance Committee, elect the new Elders and 
Deacons for the class of 2024 and catch a renewed vision for 
the coming year.  Please plan to attend!

S U N D AY S C H O O L C L A S S
New Class: The Seven Churches of the Revelation. This Class 
will meet Sunday mornings beginning January 2 (9am on 
that particular day) at 10:00 AM thereafter,  in room 205 
each Sunday. This study is led by Dr. Al Lowe, al.lowe28@
yahoo.com and he invites you to make plans now to partic-
ipate by sending him your name and email address so that 
he can send you some material in preparation of this study.  
The book of Revelation is meant to reveal things that may 
not be known.  In this study, history is surveyed; secrets and 
mysteries are unveiled; how things came to be, the hidden 
meanings of life are probed, especially the existence of the 
power of evil in the face of the sovereignty of God.  This will 
be a study of the messages to seven individual churches in 
crisis in the 1st Century.

P C H A S  T H A N K  Y O U
PCHAS and Elevate Mentoring would like to thank you for 
your donations and support to this program! We aim to 
serve like Christ and in that we want to be involved in the 
things that the children enjoy doing with their Mentors. The 
items we received will provide activities and other outlets 
for the youth to learn and grow! Community is everything, 
and during these beginning phases it makes us all ecstatic to 
know that the community cares this much.

S A M E  Y O U T H  G R O U P,  D I F F E R E N T  L O O K !
Rev. Eric Peterson, Associate Pastor
Hello everyone! I am excited about what activities will look 
like for youth group this coming Spring 2022. Things will look 
a little different than they have in the past. Sunday School 
will stay the same format and will begin again on January 9 
from 10-10:50 am. The Youth Rummage Sale will be com-
ing back on Saturday, March 19. Congregants can bring 
what they want to give away to be sold at the rummage sale 
between March 14-18. Proceeds from the rummage sale 
will go towards future mission trips and youth conferences.

First change happening is Sunday evening fellowship will 
be going away in place of other fun events and activities. 
The youth group will be fully incorporated with LOGOS on 
Wednesday evenings starting January 26. We will have our 
own fun, active, faith-oriented games that we will do but will 
eat dinner together with everyone. This is a chance for the 
youth and others in the congregation to get to know each 
other and still have youth-oriented games. Best of both 
worlds! 

Second, we will be more mission-oriented going forward 
this spring. There will be a mission event almost every 
week from serving dinner on Thursday evenings at Feed 
My Sheep to giving out much needed groceries to peo-
ple at CTLC (Churches Touching Lives for Christ). We will, 
of course, be involved with the Souper Bowl of Caring  on 
February 13, where the youth will be collecting donations in 
pots after each worship service and will accept nonperish-
able food items. All donations will go to local food pantries 
like the CTLC. This effort to become more mission orient-
ed is inspired by the Matthew 25 initiative that has been  
enacted by PC(USA). Matthew 25:31–46 calls us all to be  
active witnesses to the broken world around us. The 222nd 
and 223rd General Assemblies (2016 and 2018) exhorted the 
PC(USA) to act with compassion and with conviction to help 
those who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor. Our 
youth group will be tasked with tackling hunger and food 
insecurity by actively engaging with these mission partners 
that our congregation is already enthusiastically involved in. 
The calendar of events will be sent to parents and youth and 
will be posted soon on the church website. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N
Whether or not you’ve attended one of our Bible study 
groups in the past, we hope you will join us as we continue 
this year’s study, “What My Grandmothers Taught Me.”
Based in the Old Testament, each lesson offers a wealth 
of inspiration as it brings to life one of Jesus’s female  
ancestors and the challenges she faced within her cultural and  
historical setting. This month’s lesson features Ruth, a 
widow and an outsider who finds strength through a  
surprising,  life-changing decision. All three study groups 
meet in the Conference Room  at GPC, as follows:
     First Tuesday of the month, 6:00pm 
     Second Tuesday of the month, 9:30am 
     Third Thursday of the month, 12:00 noon

For more information contact the church office, and make 
plans to join us!
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Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays
8am - 4pm

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - (GRADES K-5) Room 204
Teachers: Cathi Simons and Elizabeth Seeger
We will continue to enjoy the PCUSA curriculum “Growing in Grace and Gratitude”:  
our quarterly denominational curriculum for children ages 3-12. Children see 
God’s grace in the biblical narrative and in our world today. No children’s Sunday 
School on January 2 (one Worship Service at 10am)

LOGOS is back! Theme for the Spring is Fruits of the Spirit
Children and Youth currently in grades 1-12 
Wednesday evenings beginning Jan. 26 and running through May 18 
5:30-7:00 pm (Dinner included)

Erin Jezek  1/1  James Beall  1/4  Angela Roberts  1/4 
Shirley Gaines  1/5  Melody Grant  1/5  Tommy Smith  1/8 
Amanda Acosta  1/13  Mary Burrough  1/13  David Hermann  1/15  
Joseph Hermann 1/15  Melissa Petty  1/17  Kenneth Taylor  1/20
Bryan Zalkovsky  1/20 ` Chris Boldt  1/22  Nancy Hale  1/23 
Sandy Mason  1/25  Clifford Mayes  1/25  Lynda Stokes  1/25 
Eddie Holt  1/28  Joaquin Rodriguez 1/29  Elizabeth Lawrence 1/31  

Birthdays forJanuary

We are so excited to be returning to our LOGOS mid-week ministry for Children and Youth!  Chelsea 
Stern, Director of Music and Children’s Ministries and Rev. Eric Peterson, Associate Pastor and Youth 
Director will be co-leading the program along with our wonderful Christian Education volunteers.  
This semester, LOGOS will be free of charge to all children and youth who wish to participate.  Go to 
our LOGOS page on our website to register by January 16 and for more information!

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings either 
in person or online. Children are always welcome in worship!  Nursery care is provided for chil-
dren infants – Kindergarten for both worship services in person.  Children 3 years old and older 
are required to wear a mask in the church. We thank you for helping us keep everyone well and  
comfortable.  If you are worshiping online, children’s bulletins (younger and older ages) are  
provided on our Children’s Ministry web page :  https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY
No choir/Bell rehearsals on Wed, January 5/ Rehearsals resume Wed, January 12
Handbell Choir Rehearsals 
Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30 pm • Room 105 •Contact Josh Essary • joshuaessary@gmail.com

Chancel Choir Rehearsals 
Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 pm • Sanctuary • Contact Chelsea Stern • chelsea@gpctemple.org
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PLACE LABEL HERE

childcare available

in person & online worship:
9/11am 

10AM Sunday School

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly  
messenger  with things either coming up that week 
or in the near future.  If you are not on this list to 
receive it and would like to, email the church office 
at  office@gpctemple.org.

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?   
We need your help to keep our membership records accurate.  Please 
let the church office know if you change your home address, email, 
cell phone, or if you replaced your land line with a cell phone.  To 
make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office at  
office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

grace prayer ministry
Did you know that we have a prayer ministry? If 
you would like to be added to the email prayer 
chain to receive updates and prayer requests, 
please let the church office know by emailing us.

We have multiple ways to GIVE:
• Online giving-Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane  

and drop it in the  mailbox. No need to get out  
of the car!

• Bring to worship on Sunday or drop off in the church office during office 
hours:  
Monday thru Thursday, 8am -4pm.

• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

ONE SERVICE
JANUARY 2 • 10 AM 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
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