
F R O M  R E V.  E R I C  P E T E R S O N
I have had many opportunities in quarantine life to spend a little time--in the  
beautiful days of summer meditating on the carefree lives of small birds and other small  
creatures--like my cats. The words of Jesus, reassuring his disciples of how precious 
they are, call to mind the earlier passage in Matthew’s Gospel, when he told them to 
“look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?” (6:26).

Here, in one of the Bible’s many “do not be afraid” passages, we hear that God takes 
note of every bird that falls to the ground, a most ordinary occurrence, and significant 
to the God of this magnificent creation. We also hear, amazingly, that we are more 
important and valuable to God.

While I’ve always loved these beautiful words, in these “do not worry” passages, I 
have more time to think about them in greater depth now, in isolation because of the  
pandemic, especially in Matthew 6: 34, “so do not worry about tomorrow, for tomor-
row will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” This is where 
I can be envious of my cats or the birds that my cats watch on my windowsill. To my 
knowledge, they have no fears or worries or anxieties that can plague us humans. I am 
sure they are present in the moment. Focused on today.

Fear may disable us (and me) at times, but Jesus reassures us of the ultimate  
importance and value of all that he offers, and the ever-present care of the Spirit 
who watches over and guides us on our path. The much-loved image of the tiny bird, 
precious and watched over by God, is used by Jesus to remind us of our great value in 
God’s creation.

For me, the life of discipleship is characterized by a life that is always oriented in its  
pursuit of God’s purpose. It does not mean that we will not or should not acquire 
necessities or even our wants from time to time. It does not mean that we should not 
plan. 

Rather, this text reminds me to be one devoted to God, a constant reorienting,  
adopting the values, behaviors and priorities that God affirms and to be present in the 
here and now. To live in accordance with God’s family--the kin-dom of God--means 
that as disciples we are a community living and responding to that love that God has 
for us. We should not worry endlessly about our fears of the future because that fear 
can overwhelm. Rather, in entrusting our life to God, we look to our Creator to provide 
for us through different ways and means, as God does for all of Her creation.

Nothing compares to God’s power and love, which extends far deeper and far beyond 
any power that fear, and anxiety can impress upon us in this world. May we hold fast to 
that knowledge and faith in that love of God that will never end. Amen.
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As many of you know, the Session 
continues to meet every two weeks 
to stay focused on our mission and 
ministry during the pandemic.  As 
of June 19, the Bell County Health 
Authority announced that there are 
now over 700 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 and it is trending upward.  
It is also clear that Church gatherings 
rate an 8 out of 10 as the highest risk 
for spread of the virus.  While others 
may be rushing to open their doors 
for worship, the ongoing question 
seems to be, “when will we open 
the building for worship?”  This is a 
question that rises most often out 
of our frustrations with being so  
isolated from one another.  

With this information, combined 
with the high number of folks in 
our faith community who are at risk 
for complications from the virus, 
it is the wisdom of the Session to  
continue to provide worship online 
and tele-conference meetings for 
the time being.  The building will 
remain closed to outside groups 
except for Meals on Wheels and 
Feed My Sheep.  We are also  
allowing Family Promise to  
shelter their two families in the 
church Annex.  If you do come to the 
building, please observe the mask 
and sanitation requirements post-
ed on the doors and inside each of 
the main entrances to the church  
(masks are provided).



P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  
Backpack Buddies: As always, we are asking for your donations in order to provide 
school supplies for disadvantaged children in our community. Traditionally, your gift 
of $40 buys a backpack filled with enough school supplies to last a child through the 
school year. True, we may see some changes in the manner in which schools interact 
with their students, but the need for monetary assistance will still be there, and the 
Backpack Buddies organization will be on the scene, meeting that need with your help.

Bible Study Circles:  Currently, our three circle chairpersons are preparing to  
order study guides for our new session, which kicks off in September 2020, and our  
circle members are certainly looking forward to that event. Formats and locations may  
require some adjustments, but rest assured, plans are under way to make our  
circle meetings happen!  If you aren’t yet a circle member, but the idea of Christian  
fellowship, study, and inspiration appeals to you, contact the church office for more 
information, and make plans to join us; when you do, you will be most welcome!

W O R D  O F  T H A N K S
Doing online worship has been a learning experience for the whole worship team.  I 
know I am learning more than I ever thought I would about video, and sound technol-
ogy.  We are truly blessed with some gifted folks who have stepped up to make our 
worship better and better with each passing week.   The man behind this team that 
pulls it all together is Erik Vose.  Erik takes all of our rough video, music and such and 
edits it all together in a beautiful way.  Erik’s gifts, his humble demeanor and can-do 
attitude has helped us to produce a fine online presence.  Thank You Erik!

Meals on Wheels continue to provide homebound folks with meals and other  
amenities during this time.  A big thank you to all our drivers who deliver the meals!  
A special thank you to Carolyn Van Winkle and Jeremy VanBlairicom who are doing 
all the food prep each week. 

I am grateful for our whole staff for their vision and faithfulness during this interesting 
time.  For Eric, Chelsea, Brian, Sharon, Adele, Maddison and our entire nursery staff.  
God has truly blessed us!  I hope you will take some time to thank them for all that 
they have done, are doing and will be doing to help us be more fully the body of Christ.  

APPROVAL OF THE THERAPEUTIC MENTORING PROGRAM 
There is good news!  The proposal from our Session for a Therapeutic Mentoring  
Program to be established in Temple through Presbyterian Children’s Homes and  
Services (PCHAS) has been approved by the Grace Presbytery Council.  The  
proposal came out of a year long study that challenged us to come up with a program 
that would be funded through the proceeds from the sale of the First Presbyterian 
Church Building totaling just over $567.000.  In addition, Ken Whipple gave a gift of 
$600,000.00 to help ensure the programs existence for 8 full years fully funded.  In  
addition, the Session has committed an additional $4,125.00 for Seven years  
beginning in 2021 to bring the total investment to $1.2 million dollars.  The proceeds 
from the Sale of the FPC Building are dedicated in memory of Kate Dimmitt and Ken  
Whipple’s gift was in memory of his wife Ingrid.  Two wonderful women of faith whose 
legacy will be changing lives for at risk children and youth in Temple.

The Therapeutic Mentoring program will provide a supervisor and up to 8 Therapeutic 
Mentors who will be trained, paid and supervised through PCHAS.  This program has 
the potential to change the lives of some 40-50 youth each year through one-on-one 
mentoring relationships.  This will also give us a few new opportunities for outreach 
right here in our own backyard.

We owe a great deal of thanks to the task force, Fancy Jezek (Moderator), Cassie  
Vorbach and Ken Johnson (from Session) and Bob Shull for their thoughtful and  
faithful work on this project.    

FA M I LY P R O M I S E  - Mark your calendar!  Our next hosting week is August 16. 
Watch for more information in the coming weeks.  You can help by staying overnight,  
preparing and serving a meal, or helping out with driving. Questions?  Contact  
Martha Tabarlet at  ladylaughsloud@aol.com. 
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Daniel Quinn   7/1
Nancy/ J.C. Hale   7/1 (A)
Frank/Jane Nance  7/2 (A)
Doug Edmondson  7/3
Dan/Linda Keyser  7/3 (A)
Cathi Simons   7/3
Michael Klepac   7/4
Michael/Sheri Klepac  7/4 (A)
Frank Nance   7/4
Debbie/David Trahan  7/4 (A)
Peter Allen   7/6
Josh/Jennifer Essary  7/7 (A)
Margaret/Larry Wright  7/7 (A)
Ken Whipple   7/8
Kelly/Andrew Garcia  7/10 (A)
John/Mary Burrough  7/11 (A)
Skylar Dowdy   7/11
June Church   7/12
Johnnie Porter   7/14
Tracy Hale   7/15
Michael/Jeannie MIlbery 7/18 (A)
Steve Dlugas   7/20
Marilyn Brown   7/22
Elizabeth/Ed Seeger  7/23 (A)
Donna Butler   7/24
Thom/Lori Lamb  7/24 (A)
Dawn Pechal   7/24
Jim Sanchez   7/24
John/Tracy Hale   7/25 (A)
Linda Keyser   7/25
Nancy Corwin   7/26
Pam/Paul Ziegenhagen  7/26 (A)
                      (A) = Anniversary

J u l y  B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY
The Chancel Choir made their virtual debut 
in our online worship service in June!  We 
will continue to sing and make videos 
for worship in the coming months as we  
maintain social distancing.  If you would like 
to be a part of our choir and/or if you know 
someone who would like to be a part, please 
let Chelsea know!  One positive aspect of 
making virtual choir videos is that anyone 
can join our choir from any location!  We 
would love to welcome new members – 
especially any folks who do not have a way 
to sing in a choir at this current time other-
wise.  We trust you are singing with us on 
Sunday mornings! 

Grace and Peace,
Music Ministry Staff: Chelsea Stern, Brian 
Tanaka and Josh Essary
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C h i l d r e n ’ s  M i n i s t r y  M ay  l O O K  d i f f e r e n t  r i g h t  n O w  – 
b u t  w e  a r e  s t i l l  i n  M i n i s t r y  t O g e t h e r  i n  M a n y  way s ! 

OUR NEW ASSOCIATE PASTOR
I am so grateful for the arrival of Rev. Eric Peterson.  His pastoral presence and deep 
faith came through beautifully in his sermon on Sunday.  I have always known that our 
faith stories are truly how we connect with one another on a deeply spiritual level.  
Eric’s sharing of his own struggles was a blessing to me, and I hope it was a blessing to 
you.  Perhaps most profoundly for me, was his coining of the phrase “The Kin-dom of 
God.”  Taking an antiquated term like kingdom and elevating it to illustrate our collective  
relationship with God as well as our relationships with each other created a new image 
for us to live out God’s way in the world.  

Given how we are working these days, Eric and I both are taking Friday as our regular day 
off for the time being.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to either of us at any time.  
If you call the church and leave a voicemail for either me or Eric, we can retrieve those 
messages from anywhere.

We hope you are doing okay and we covet your prayers.  
Thom Lamb

            AT  H O M E  W E E K E N D  VA C AT I O N  B I B L E  S C H O O L
                           Friday, July 24 through Sunday, July 26
                (Take - home boxes will be delivered the week before)
  Register here: https://vbspro.events/p/events/graceprestemplevbs2020

We are excited to empower you as a family to participate in VBS this year 
with your children at home.  VBS will happen over a weekend, Friday-Sunday.  
Everything you need will come in your very own VBS Take-home box!  Church volunteers 
will deliver the boxes to your home and leave them on your porch! 

Each VBS Take-home box will include:
A Friday, Saturday, Sunday SIMPLE schedule for you to follow.  We are using VBS curricu-
lum from GENON ministries, the same folks who create the LOGOS program.  Each family 
VBS gathering will be centered around a meal.  In your BOX you will find the daily VBS 
sheet, info to access the online bible story and lesson for each day, prayers to say around 
meal time, t-shirts, a craft and a game to play as a family!  We hope you will find this VBS 
engaging, energizing and simple to do with your children at home.  We are praying for you 
and your families as you share the love of Jesus together during this VBS!  
Remember – this is flexible!  You can register to receive your VBS Box and do it  
anytime that is convenient for your family – especially if on the designated weekend you 
already have plans.  

Sunday School is on a break for July and August.  Plans for the fall will be announced in 
the coming weeks. 

W O R S H I P  We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings at 10am via Face-
book, YouTube or the church website.  We are providing children’s bulletins which follow 
the Sunday’s lectionary text with meaningful and interactive coloring pictures, games, 
word searches and much more. You can download these via our children’s ministry web 
page prior to Sunday’s service.  There are two age group bulletins available (younger and 
older children). We encourage you to print these and use them as a way to talk with  
your children about the scripture of the day!  

STUDENT MINISTRY  
Youth (grades 6-12) meet regularly on Sunday evenings from 5-7 pm in the Annex, unless 
otherwise noted. There will be NO Youth Group UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. Stay tuned to 
emails and social media for updates.

mailto:aldorpeterson%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=
https://vbspro.events/p/events/graceprestemplevbs2020


G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H J U N E  2 0 2 0

Phone: 254.773.2134
www.gpctemple.org

Sunday Service Times
10 AM online until further
notice

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

PLACE LABEL HERE

   7  pm  Wednesday EVENING prayer service
 10 am  MORNING worship service

DEVOTIONS EACH MONDAY AND FRIDAY
 

Watch services online...

JOIN US online each week STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?  We need your help to 
keep our membership records accurate.  Please let the church office know if 
you change your home address, email address, cell phone, or if you replaced 
your land line with a cell phone.  

To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office at 
office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways for you to GIVE to Grace:
• Online giving is now available. Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop  

it in the  mailbox. No need to get out of the car!
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

Thank you for being a cheerful giver!

 Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our 
website.  Click the links above or visit us:

Facebook: @gpctemple
Online: www.gpctemple.org

 
Z O O M  B I B L E  S T U D Y We are continuing to provide a weekly lectionary Bible Study at 11:00 AM and 6:30 PM on Tuesdays.  
Since the Lectionary is a week to week self-contained study, you can join us at anytime.  If you would like to try it out, send me 
an e-mail or give me a call and I will send you the codes for the Bible Study.

While we are still doing Sunday Services, Prayer services, Bible Studies and other church activities electronically, 
the operations of the church continue and bills need to be paid. We have been receiving contributions via mail 
and through our website. You can also drop them in the locked church mailbox at Grace. We truly appreciate the  
support we have received and look forward to the time when we can worship together as a community of Christians 
at our church.

hh
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