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SUMMER POSSIBILITIES... by Rev. Thom Lamb 
I don’t know about you, but this year has all run together as one big crazy season.  As summer approaches, there seems to be more 
hope for a return to some of our normal summer activities.  With the increase in vaccinations and the easing of some restrictions, 
a vacation seems like a really good idea.  Mostly though I look forward to two things; summer reading and a bit of down time.  I 
have always found summer a time to set aside something I have wanted to read for a long time.   And perhaps explore a new 
author and of course just some reading for fun.  To this end, I thought that perhaps you might like to join me in a little summer 
reading.  I have put together a list of books that I am planning to read this summer and I thought they may be good for us to read 
together.  No heady theological tomes, but insightful and perhaps even inspiring.  Here’s my list for this summer:

I Heard God Laugh: A Practical Guide to Life’s Essential Daily Habit by Matthew Kelly 
(Blue Sparrow Books, 2020)
My friend Linda Chupik gifted me this book at Christmas and I plan to finally read it this summer.  It is a book that asks the  
question; are you taking care of your soul?  I know after the past year or so, I could use some good soul caring.

Everybody Always: Becoming Love in a World Full of Setbacks and Difficult People by Bob Goff
(Nelson Books, 2018)
A lawyer friend recommended this book to me.  The notes read: Everybody Always reveals the lessons that Bob learned--often the 
hard way—about what it means to love without inhibition, insecurity, or restriction. Sounds like a winner to me.

The Preaching Life by Barbara Brown Taylor  
(Crowley Publications, 1993)
I have enjoyed listening to Barbara Brown Taylor’s sermons and read a few of her books, but for some reason I missed this one.  
This is her own spiritual biography.  It is always refreshing to be invited into another person’s spiritual journey.

God’s Tapestry: Reading the Bible in a World of Religious Diversity by W. Eugene March  
(Westminster/John Knox Press, 2009)
A Professor Emeritus of Old Testament from Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Dr. March has long been a key figure 
in ecumenism.  In a world where we are growing more and more diverse and often find ourselves at odds with other religious 
perspectives, March returns us to the foundation of our faith, The Bible.   His gift is to help us open our eyes and our hearts to a 
deeper insight into the scriptures.

Aside from reading, summer has been a time to connect and reconnect with friends and family.  I plan to do as much of that as I 
can this summer.  My hope is that you will find space to enjoy the things anjd people you love as the lazy and HOT summer days 
are upon us.  It is a time when we can pause and consider our relationship with Christ and God’s call for us as we look to the  
possibilities that await us this fall.  Take time to enjoy your family, read a good book, play some music, laugh and love.  Oh, and 
don’t forget, we will be worshipping together all summer long! 

Speaking of Worship, our Mission Committee is busy putting together a couple of Mission Focused worship services.  On July 
27th we will welcome our mission partners from Presbyterian Children’s Homes and services (PCHAS) who will share with us the 
new Therapeutic Mentoring Program (Funded by the proceeds from the sale of the FPC Building and a gift from Ken Whipple).  In  
addition, we will also hear more about Living Waters for The World.  In July we will welcome back to the Pulpit, our Mission 
Partner, Paul Both who will share with us his continuing ministry in South Sudan and Ethiopia.  

We have been through a lot over the past year and now perhaps we can start looking forward to the possibilities this summer and 
beyond.•

 Lamentations 3:22-23 NRSV

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,  
his mercies never come to an end;  

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.   
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FEED MY SHEEP. . .sandwich-makers/cookie bakers/meal servers

This is a great opportunity to serve those in need in our community, and we can 
do this safely. Feed My Sheep is a non-profit organization in Temple that provides 
free meals every day to our community’s people in need. Our church supports this 
wonderful mission though monthly monetary donations, providing meals 4-5 times 
per year and by donating toiletries. Each time we provide meals, we serve about 150-
200 homeless and low-income people.
Sandwiches and sack lunches: This can be a fun family activity! Simply make PB&J 
sandwiches and assemble them into sack lunches. We will provide all the supplies and 
instructions to make 20 sandwiches for 10 sack lunches (2 per bag). Sign-up to reserve 
your sack lunch kit to be picked up at the church and then, deliver the lunches by the 
evening of Tuesday, June 29. 
Cookies:  Do you find joy in baking? You can bake 2 (or more) dozen cookies to be 
added to the hot meal served at FMS. Just bake your favorite cookies and put them 
into baggies (2-3 per bag) and drop them off at the church by Tuesday, June 29.  
Meal service:  Are you available to help us serve a hot meal with a small, friendly 
group? We will gather at FMS in Temple at 10:45am on Wed, June 30, to assemble 
and serve the meal. The meal is served outside, masks are required, and the meal 
service ends by 1:00 pm (limited number of volunteers).
Please contact Lori Lamb with questions or to sign-up for one of these activities by 
Friday, June 25. Call or text:  740-403-7156, or email:  lorilamb12@gmail.com .

Other ways to help:
Toiletry donations: The clients served by FMS are always in need of small, sample size 
or individually packaged toiletries, such as:  feminine hygiene products, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, combs, nail files or clippers, soap, shampoo/conditioner, sunscreen, etc. 
Toiletries can be left at the church in bags marked FMS in the classroom behind the 
kitchen at any time.
Cutlery from your take-out meals:  Have you been ordering take-out meals and now 
have a surplus of wrapped, plastic cutlery? Please drop it off at the church and we will 
take your excess cutlery to FMS. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Thanks to your amazing generosity, $3660 
was collected for the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering.  This money will be shared 
between Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People, all important missions of the Presbyterian Church USA.  
Neighbors in need around the world, who continue to suffer from disasters, hunger 
and oppression will benefit from your donations. Thank be to God.

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N 
Horizons Bible Study News
June 7 - Lesson 7 Premier
Presented by Pastor Thom Lamb, this 
lesson, titled “A Creation Lament”  
challenges participants to consider how 
humanity has, of late, plundered and 
destroyed God’s creation, then it asks 
of us all: How able and willing are we to 
do better as we move forward?

Bible Study Circles (Horizons)
We are anticipating that our  
Bible Study Circles will return to their  
regular monthly meeting schedules in 
the near future, and when they do, the 
online study presentations will be going 
away. Fortunately, circle membership is 
open to all women of the church, and 
visitors are most welcome, so if you 
are not a member of one of our circles, 
please consider joining one soon.  To 
that end,  watch for more notifications 
to appear in upcoming issues of the 
Monday Messenger as well as Sunday 
Announcements during church ser-
vices. Hope to see you there!  
Backpack Buddies!
While conditions during pandemic  
lockdown may have some of you  
questioning the necessity of the  
Backpack Buddies program, the reality 
of the situation is that the need during 
the 2020-2021 school year was actually 
greater than ever. Many lower income 
households in our community have 
seen their work hours cut, while some 
have lost their incomes altogether. In 
addition, many who engage in service 
careers have had no choice but to send 
their students back to the classroom, 
and with these types of situations, 
school supplies aren’t the only things 
that the Backpack Buddies program is 
providing for needy children. Working 
with individual schools, this organiza-
tion uses your donations to meet other 
critical needs of students, as troubling 
conditions arise. 
Our goal this  
summer is to raise 
enough money to 
provide at least 80 
backpacks filled 
with the right 
school supplies, at a cost of $40 per  
backpack, by June 30, 2021. NOTE:  
Checks should be made payable to 
GPC, and the Memo Line should read 
as follows: PW: Backpack Buddies.

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S  TO  E R I K  V O S E !
Erik Vose is the winner of our church  logo contest.  We had great entries to choose 
from.  Your new church logo...
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Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays

8am - 4pm

C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I N I S T R Y
C H I L D R E N ’ S  S U N D AY S C H O O L A N D  L O G O S - K I N D E R G A R T E N - 5 T H  G R A D E
We hope to resume children’s Sunday school and LOGOS in the fall.  

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings either 
in person or online. Children are always welcome in worship!  We are providing worship bags 
with children’s bulletins and activities for those who attend worship in person.  Nursery care is 
provided for children infants – Kindergarten for both worship services in person.  Reservations 
are no longer required, but children 3 and older are required to wear a mask.  We thank you for 
helping us keep everyone well and comfortable.  If you are worshiping online, children’s bulletins 
(younger and older ages) are provided on our Children’s Ministry web page:  https://gpctemple.
webs.com/children-s-ministry

G P C  M U S I C  M I N I S T RY
We hope to resume choir rehearsal in the Fall.  The Handbell Ensemble has resumed and will play 
in worship on June 13 and then resume in the Fall. 

S U M M E R  S P E C I A L M U S I C 
Traditionally during the summer months we invite all those who would 
like to offer special music in worship to do so. Solos, duets / vocal or 
instrumental are all encouraged to participate! Please click the Sign-Up 
Genius image here to participate. If possible, we would love for these offerings to be included in 
BOTH worship services on Sunday morning. If you have any questions, please let Chelsea know. 
Thank you!

Roger Swaim   6/1
Catherine Beimer  6/4
Amanda Turner   6/4
Sheri Klepac   6/7
Prisca Rabarisoamihomo 6/7
Barbara Ward   6/7
Andrine Kagu   6/9
Tom Stringfellow  6/9
Kirk Kirkley   6/14
Sam Wilds   6/14
Margaret Spangler  6/16
Pat Wurster   6/18
Chuck Boland   6/19
Helen Mann   6/20
Brandon Namphong  6/21
Laura Stenman   6/21
Adam Dlugas   6/24
Carolyn Jackson   6/25
Jean Black   6/27
Margaret Wright  6/27
Mike Petty   6/29
Madeline Keyser  6/30
Natasha Tolleson  6/30

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
CELEBRATE!

Your Deacons are very excited 
about the progression process of 
reopening our beloved church!  
We are eager to begin our  
assignments anew.  We look  
forward to seeing each of you.  We 
are ready to “go to work!” 

I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart;
    before the gods I sing your praise;

 I bow down toward your holy temple
    and give thanks to your name for your steadfast 

love and your faithfulness;
    for you have exalted your name and your word

    above everything.[a]
On the day I called, you answered me,
    you increased my strength of soul.[b]

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord,
    for they have heard the words of your mouth.

They shall sing of the ways of the Lord,
    for great is the glory of the Lord.

For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly;
    but the haughty he perceives from far away.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
    you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;

you stretch out your hand,
    and your right hand delivers me.

The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me;
    your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.

    Do not forsake the work of your hands.
--Psalm 138
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PLACE LABEL HERE

childcare available
(no reservations at all!) 

in person & online worship:
9:30/11am 

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

STUDENT MINISTRY (GRADES 6-12) 
Youth fellowship meet from 3:30-5:00pm in the  
Fellowship Hall on Sunday’s. 
• June 13 - High School fellowship
• June 27 - Middle School fellowship
• July 11 - High School fellowship
• July 25 - Middle School fellowship

If you have any questions or concerns please feel 
free to contact Eric Peterson or Maddison Edds.

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly messenger  with 
things either coming up that week or in the near future.  If 
you are not on this list to receive it and would like to, email 
the church office at office@gpctemple.org.

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?   
We need your help to keep our membership records accurate.  
Please let the church office know if you change your home 
address, email, cell phone, or if you replaced your land line with a 
cell phone.  
To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church 
office at  office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways to GIVE:
• Online giving-Click HERE to  

give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop  

it in the  mailbox. No need to get out of the car!
• Bring to worship on Sunday or drop off in the church office 

during office hours:  
Monday thru Thursday, 8am -4pm.

• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 
76504

grace prayer ministry
Did you know that we have a prayer ministry? If you would like 
to be added to the email prayer chain to receive updates and 
prayer requests, please let the church office know by emailing 
us.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org
http://www.gpctemple.org
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