
Membership in motion!
Member of the month for March is 

Mattie Norman
Mattie Norman, a longtime member that 
dearly loves her Church and her church 
family. We want to make here feel hon-
ored by encouraging cards to share your 
love for her and encouragement as she 
is unable to physically attend worship.   

Cards can be sent to her at:

Mattie Norman
4513 Chestnut

Temple, TX  76502

Membership Committee will have a shut in  
member that will be honored each month! 

Mo-Ranch Presbyterian Family Camp
May 27-30, 2022 • Memorial Day Weekend

Mo Ranch Camp
(located in Hunt, Texas)

Grace Presbyterian Church is offering this fun 
weekend experience for our GPC family and 
friends! The Guest Lodge along the Guadalupe 
River has been reserved for 40 participants 
to have a fun weekend of fellowship!  Cost 
per person is $110 with children under 2 free 
(you must provide bed/playpen for them). This 
is dorm style arrangements with  bunk beds.  
Sign up sheets are located in the  
narthex, and can be printed off our web-
site.  Questions?  Contact your new membership 
team: Carla Stanley or Marianne Stringfellow.   

Shalom Aleichem
Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my 
appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and 
peace will be with you. (2 Corinthians 13:11)

Peace in Hebrew is the word shalom. There are 236 biblical references 
with the word shalom in the Old Testament.

It can mean peace, harmony, wholeness, completeness, prosperity,   
welfare and  tranquility.  It is used to  mean both hello and goodbye 
throughout the Middle East. The Jewish greeting is shalom aleichem, 
meaning “peace be upon you.”

Peace is often  defined  as an absence of war or fighting. It  has a  more 
positive connotation  emoting completeness or wholeness. It is expressed 
in our relationships with God and humanity, and even with the created 
world. It involves positive engagements in the relationships between 
human beings.

Peace is a state of balance and harmony arising out of our desire to be 
one with God. It is our duty not only to seek peace, but to strive for its 
attainment in every sphere of life. We are called to seek peace for every 
living person.

If peace is absent from any community, the negative consequences could 
include conflict and possibly death. We pray for peace to permeate our 
lives and every region of the world, especially in the region which blessed 
us with the Prince of Peace.

As the season of Lent begins with the discipline of prayer and devotion, 
we are also reminded this season of the fragile nature of our mortality. 
We especially turn our attention to the need for peace in the Middle East 
and in Ukraine. These regions, like many regions in the world, suffers 
from a lack of peace. Life has become increasingly difficult for people in 
these regions and around the world. 

An intimate part of discipleship is the call to be a peacemaker. A  
peacemaker seeks to transform the world by applying the teachings of 
God in Christ Jesus. It is one who has been transformed by their faith in 
Christ Jesus, a  transformation of our attitude towards God and others. 
And it could easily begin by greeting others with the hope for peace to be 
in their lives. Pray with me as peacemakers for a better world free from 
the conflict that can so often rage in this broken world.

Most gracious and loving God, we pray far justice and peace that leads 
to an end to violence. We pray that those who struggle internally might 
be blessed with the Spirit of God, which grants up solace. We pray far the 
presence of the Prince of Peace in the hearts of those who believe. Move 
us all to actions of peace and justice. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

Shalom aleichem
Peace be upon you
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M I S S I O N S  M I N I S T RY 
Family Promise - Variety is the Spice of Life
We’ve all been cooped up for months (years even) and, 
according to the internet, have been experimenting with 
new and exciting recipes.  Our Family Promise guests are 
going to be here for just a little while longer, so let’s do 
something different and memorable.  It’s going to be our 
turn to provide dinner for them during the week starting 
on March 6.  Let’s treat them like the guests they are and 
make their meals a little out of the usual—something we 
would serve guests in our own homes!  

For those of you who are new to this program of our 
church, it is in fact, a community-wide undertaking to 
serve homeless families (adult or adults with at least one 
child).  Family Promise organizes community organizations 
and churches to provide temporary housing and food.  
The non-profit also counsels family members and teach-
es job-hunting and financial skills.  The East Bell County  
organization schedules 13 local churches which take turns 
donating time and food on a weekly basis until these  
families can get back on their feet.

So, what is needed?  We need you and others like you to 
volunteer to provide food for these family members each 
evening the week of March 6.

You may have seen the volunteer sign-up sheets in the 
narthex of the church.  These are for attenders of our  
congregation to commit to a meal or portion of a meal on 
a particular date.  For now, there are 8 people in our care.  
That may change, but the numbers will not exceed a total 
of 15, at least until the new housing center opens.  If the 
number of guests increase, I will let you know as soon as 
I know.

Each day of our week, one person will need to coordi-
nate the efforts of the volunteers for that day and deliver 
the food to both housing locations between 5:30 – 6pm.  
The other volunteers for each day will need to cook and 
drop off food to the place where the daily coordinator has  
specified.  If you wish to provide two or more items for a 
day, GREAT—that’s up to you!

Please help us live out a portion of our weekly benediction, 
“meet the needs of the least of these.”  Let’s share God’s 
blessings with those that have been entrusted to us for 
their well-being. Questions?  Call or text Martha Tabarlet 
@ (254) 931-0373.

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N
Mo Ranch Women’s Retreat, May 20-22
Located in the beautiful Texas hill country, Mo Ranch pro-
vides the ideal setting and facilities for participants to come 
together for the weekend to experience this year’s theme, 
RESPITE TO RECOVERY, through worship, singing, prayer, 
workshops, and keynotes. There is ample opportunity, too, 
for hiking, kayaking, swimming, dining, or reflecting privately 
upon God’s presence as a source of grace and fulfillment in 
all the times of our lives.

However, places are limited and reservations are filling up 
fast, so act quickly to learn full details and reserve  your place  
in one of two ways:
REGISTER ONLINE by going to www.moranch.com and find 
the Women’s Conference under PROGRAMS & EVENTS or 

REGISTER BY PHONE at 800.460.4401 or 830.238.4202 
during regular business hours.

If you wish to get a first hand account and additional insights 
about this event, you may do so by contacting  Sandy Mason, 
one of the many GPC members who have enjoyed this con-
ference numerous times in the past.

Chuck and Lida Boland say  
HELLO to GPC! Lida is her usual 
positive, smiling and wonderful!  
Chuck has memory loss issues  
and lives in the memory care  
area of their facility. He also has 
a big smile and wonderful laugh.

                                                     They both are missing not
                                                     hearing from or seeing their
                                                     friends from Grace. (pictured 
                                                                 above with Lida is Andrew Shull) 
 

Need to speak to a Pastor? 
Feel free to contact Associate Pastor, Rev. Eric Peterson 
(eric@gpctemple.org) or Rev. Bill Benner (bjbenner@
att.net) at the church.  You may contact them at 
254.773.2134 or email them directly. Rev. Thom Lamb 
will return from his sabbatical and be in the office 
beginning March 28. 

grace prayer ministry
Did you know that we have a prayer ministry? If you would 
like to be added to the email prayer chain to receive updates 
and prayer requests, please let the church office know by 
emailing us.If you have a prayer request that you would like 
to be prayed over, please email the church office at office@
gpctemple.org. 

March 2 - April 17, 2022

https://www.moranch.org/attend-a-conference/adult-conferences/womens-conference/
mailto:eric%40gpctemple.org?subject=
mailto:bjbenner%40att.net?subject=
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mailto:office%40gpctemple.org?subject=
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Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays
8am - 4pm

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - (GRADES K-5) Room 204
Teachers: Cathi Simons and Elizabeth Seeger
Curriculum is  “Growing in Grace and Gratitude” from PCUSA for children ages 3-12. 
Children see God’s grace in the biblical narrative and in our world today. 

LOGOS (Wednesday Night Children’s program) We are so excited to be return-
ing to our LOGOS mid-week ministry for Children and Youth!  Chelsea Stern, Director 
of Music and Children’s Ministries and Rev. Eric Peterson, Associate Pastor and Youth 
Director will be co-leading the program along with our wonderful Christian Education 
volunteers.  The LOGOS ministry, is a mid-week ministry to children currently in grades 
1-5.  We meet from 5:30-7pm every Wednesday with dinner included.  The LOGOS 
program consists of four main spiritual formation rotations:  Bible Lesson, Crafts or 
Games, Music and Worship and Sharing a Meal together!
Date Bible Theme    Dinner Theme
3/2 Ash Wednesday Crafts/Worship  Italian Night/Lasagna
3/9 Music/Video & Discussion  Fiesta Night/Tacos
3/16 NO LOGOS/Spring Break 
3/23 Music/Storyteller/Art   St. Patrick’s/Grilled cheese/soup
3/30 Music/Storyteller/Art   March madness/hamburgers
4/6 Music/Art Finishing   Fav Book Character/Breakfast!
4/10 SUNDAY - SING IN WORSHIP AT 11AM FOR PALM SUNDAY
4/13 Symbols of Holy Week/Labyrinth  Favorite Hat Night/Picnic @ pavilion
4/20 Music/Game    Backwards Night/Hot Dogs
4/27 Music/Mission    Luau/Ckn Nuggets & Tater Tots
5/4 Music/Worship Service Prep  Super Hero Night
5/8 SUNDAY - SING IN WORSHIP AT 11AM
5/11 Final LOGOS Night Celebration  Fruits of the Spirit Celebration/Pizza

Clarence Mason  3/1  Michael Milbery  3/1  Linda Taylor  3/2
Kevin Cushman  3/3  Sandi Lenehan  3/3  Bob Ritchie  3/3
Jan Salzman  3/5  Linda Chupik  3/8  Kirsten Collins  3/9
June Cushman  3/9  Stan Simons  3/9  Al Lowe   3/11
Vance Royal  3/13  Dave Tullis  3/14  Eric Southerlan  3/19
Leslie Gosney  3/20  Bob Shull  3/20  Lindsey Flanagan 3/21
Denise Arnoudse 3/24  John Bowling  3/25  Maddison Edds  3/27  
Pearl Kotrla  3/25  Aaron Edmondson 3/26  Greg Miller  3/29

Birthdays forMarch

FIRST SUNDAY FAMILY FELLOWSHIP  All families with children and youth are invited to meet 
other families for a time of casual fellowship and lunch after the 11 am service on the first Sunday 
of each month.  This month, we will meet on March 6 after 11am worship at Hat Creek (Temple). 
Questions?  Contact Chelsea@gpctemple.org 

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY
Special thanks to the UMHB Women’s Chorus  
for their participation in Feb 27 services!

Handbell Choir Rehearsals 
Wednesdays from 6-7 pm • Room 105 •Contact Josh Essary,  
Director of the Handbell Ensemble  joshuaessary@gmail.com

Chancel Choir Rehearsals 
Wednesdays from 7-8 pm  Sanctuary • Contact Chelsea Stern,  
Director of Music and Children’s Ministries • chelsea@gpctemple.org 

March 12 before bed!

mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:%20Chelsea%40gpctemple.org%20%20?subject=
mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:chelsea%40gpctemple.org?subject=
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PLACE LABEL HERE

childcare available

in person & online worship:
9/11am 

10AM Sunday School

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

Mark your calendars...
St. Paddy’s Dinner with Friends

Fri, Mar 18 • 6pm
$13 per person

Ratibor Country Grill
(located at 10226 FM 2086, Temple)

You will have the option upon entrance to Ratibor 
to select one of the following meat entrees:  
Chicken fried chicken; hamburger steak;  
grilled chicken or chicken fried chicken   
All will be served mashed potatoes/gravy and 
green beans, tea or water.  Extra cost for beer or 
soda. There are only 70 available reservations, so 
get yourself signed up!  A reservation list is avail-
able in the narthex or email/call the church office 
at office@gpctemple.org. 
(no childcare available for this event) 

Make sure to wear Your GREEN!

G P C  Y O U T H  -  “ R e c y c l e  Yo u r  R e l i c s ”  
(a lso  known as  The Annua l  Rummage Sa le)
Sale is Saturday, March 19 • 8 am - 2 pm
Drop off times are as follows.  Please do NOT drop off any 
items before these dates as there is no room for them:  
Tuesday, Mar 15 between 5-8pm; Wednesday, Mar 16 between  

10am - 6pm; Thursday, Mar 17 between 10am-5pm
Turn your trash to treasures!  We are accepting clothing, household 
items, tools, kitchen wares, small appliances, toys, games, puzzles, books, 
CD’s, DVD’s, small electronics, sporting goods, jewelry, collectibles, etc.  
We cannot accept large appliances, exercise equipment or computers! 
If you would like to have your items picked up, call the church office at 
254.773.2134.  All proceeds go to supporting youth mission activities 
and conferences. 

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly messenger  
with things either coming up that week or in the near 
future.  If you are not on this list to receive it and would 
like to, email the church office at  office@gpctemple.org.

ash wednesday service
Mar 2 @ 7pm

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org
http://www.gpctemple.org
mailto:%20office%40gpctemple.org?subject=

