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Dear Friends,

If you watched my short devotion on Monday April 27, you will know that I have been 
reading the various Gospel accounts of Jesus calming the sea.  It is perhaps one of the 
most awe inspiring stories in the New Testament.  More importantly it speaks brilliantly 
to our current situation, our current storm. Read the account from the Gospel of Mark, 
Chapter 4, verses 35-14:

“On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other 
side.’ And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. 
Other boats were with him. A great gale arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that 
the boat was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; 
and they woke him up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ 
He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind 
ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you still 
no faith?’ And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, 
that even the wind and the sea obey him?’”   - NRSV

I have spent a good deal of time talking to folks who are, like the disciples on the lake so 
many years ago, feeling fear.  We are wondering how this pandemic is effecting our lives 
and our life together, now and in the future.  The range of emotions is staggering, from 
anger, frustration and fear to moments of joy and peace.  The uncertainty of it all has 
us reeling.  It is a dangerous situation.  We might well, like the disciples, cry out, “Lord, 
don’t you care that we are perishing?”  It is easy to feel the absence of God’s presence in 
the crashing wave of a storm.

The biggest storm for us, and for me is the one raging inside of me.  When will we  
worship together again?  When will we have the opportunity to embrace each other 
with a hug or a handshake?  What is safe?  Questions, questions, questions with few 
definitive answers.  This internal storm leads us to cry out, “Master, save us.”

When Jesus awakes and calms the storm, his words are words we need to hear…”Peace, 
be still.”  As Jesus spoke to the sea, so he offers to us the same promise of peace if we 
just trust in him.  It hooks nicely with Psalm 46, where the Psalmist reminds the people, 
“Be still and know that I am God.”  If we let Christ in, then he will calm the storms in our 
hearts.  

Those calm seas, left those first disciples in awe.  May we all feel that same depth of awe 
as we encounter the peace of the risen Christ.

In His Grip,
Rev. Thom Lamb
Senior Pastor

M I S S I O N S  M I N I S T RY. . .
F a m i l y  P r o m i s e  -  Mark your  
calendar!  Our next hosting week for 
Family Promise is August 16. Watch for 
more information in the coming weeks.  
You can help by staying overnight,  
preparing and serving a meal, or 
helping out with driving. Ques-
tions?  Contact Martha Tabarlet at  
ladylaughsloud@aol.com. 

O n e  G r e a t  H o u r  o f  S h a r i n g 
It’s not too late! While the One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering is tradition-
ally taken during the Easter service, 
it is not too late to make a contribu-
tion to this very vital mission of the  
Presbyterian Church. This offering  
supports Presbyterian Disaster  
Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program, and the Self-Development 
of Peoples programs. You can mail 
your check to the church, or drop an 
envelope in the mailbox in the drive 
through lane at church. Contributions 
are accepted through May 2. Please 
write OGHS on the memo line of your 
check.

F e e d  M y  S h e e p  -  Thank you to 
those that helped this past month! 
We prepared 125 hot meals, featuring 
delicious barbecue pork (donated and 
cooked by Daniel Quinn) and handed 
out sack lunches (assembled at our 
home under the leadership of Kim). 
I am grateful for the generosity of all 
of our church members and friends 
who support this important mission! 
The next FMS event will be in June.  
Please watch for updates in the weekly  
Messenger or contact Lori Lamb with 
questions (740.403.7156 call/text or 
email lorilamb12@gmail.com) if you 
would like to help.

mailto:ladylaughsloud%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:lorilamb12%40gmail.com?subject=Feed%20My%20Sheep
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M I S S I O N S  A R T I C L E  -  Re v  Ro w e n a  H a r r i s ,  F r o nt i e r  S e r v i c e s  B u s h  C h a p l a i n  
b y :  D o n n a  B o w l i n g
Rev. Rowena Harris (on right in photo) is an Austra-
lian pastor in the Uniting Church in Australia, which 
formed in 1977 when Methodist, Presbyterian, and  
Congregational churches there joined together. Rev. 
Harris is a Frontier Services Bush Chaplain, visiting  
people in remote parts of Australia on isolated  
properties, in Aboriginal communities, mine sites, and 
small communities, to provide pastoral services. You can find out more about her 
work with Frontier Services at https://frontierservices.org/, and more about her 
specifically, including more photos, by searching under her name on the website. 
 
I first became acquainted with Rowena Harris through a Facebook group of  
women clergy. I did not realize initially that group members were from all around 
the world. I enjoyed corresponding with her and learned she has family here in 
the U.S. including a niece in Austin. We corresponded more frequently when the 
fires in Australia erupted, and her small town of Swift’s Creek, in Victoria, Australia, 
was evacuated. She drove to a friend’s beach home in Mallacoota from which they 
were evacuated to the beach when the fire roared into town. She was eventually 
evacuated several more times before finally being able to return to the manse of 
the church where she lives in Swifts Creek and take up her work again. 

We prayed regularly for Rowena and her fellow Australians as the fires continued 
their destructive path across Australia. Our church Mission Committee donated 
$3000 to Frontier Services to help the victims of the fires. Now Australia is also 
dealing with the effects of the Coronavirus pandemic as well as the aftermath of 
the fires. Please continue to keep our sisters and brothers there in prayer.

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  -  Once again, we are requesting donations for  
Backpack Buddies, a program dedicated to providing school supplies for local  
youngsters whose families are not able to purchase the required items. 
A gift of $40 supplies a student with the basic items needed throughout 
the school year, and we are counting on our church members to help us 
reach our goal of 80 backpacks.  Your check may be for any amount, and 
should be made out to GPC with the following notation on the memo line:     
PW: Backpack Buddies. 

Mo Ranch Women’s Retreat has been cancelled due to Covid-19.  

D E A C O N S
C o m m u n i o n  -  Today Jesus invites you and me to come to the table.  We are now 
invited to sit with Jesus, to listen to Him speak to us, teach us and bless us.  In a 
holy time and holy place He reminds us once again that “His body is given for us 
and that His blood is poured out for us.”  Communion is one of the most sacred  
rituals of our church.  The Deacons are privileged to prepare, serve and clean up 
each time communion is served.  Preparation includes the cutting of the bread 
and setting out the trays and cups.  This is usually done the day before the actual  
communion service.  On Sunday, the cups are filled and set up on the altar .  Following the  
service, the items are retrieved from the altar area and cleaned before being put 
away.
As the temporary virus mandates have limited our actual gathering for worship and 
the celebration of communion together, we know that soon we will be able to return 
to our Church for worship.  While it is church doctrine that only ordained deacons can  
actually serve Communion, we would invite any member with an interest in the  
communion prep, set up or clean up to join us in this service to the church. If you 
would be interested in helping in this area, please email office@gpctemple.org and 
we will connect you with someone.

G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H M A Y  2 0 2 0

Lida Boland   5/1
Kimberly Lamb   5/2
Jane Aiken   5/4
Karri Brashear   5/5
Bill Stokes   5/6
Norma Swaim   5/7
Amani Mwaura   5/8
Robby Ozment   5/8
Kathleen Person   5/10
Mike/Melissa Petty  5/11 (A)
Suzanne Low   5/13
Gene/Shirley Schwartz  5/14 (A)
Will Splittgerber   5/15
Bill/Carla Stanley  5/15 (A)
Arline Surface   5/16
Ken/Pat Johnson  5/17 (A)
John/Donna Bowling  5/18 (A)
Margie McLoud   5/18
Greg/Lara Miller   5/21 (A)
David/Jodi Thomas   5/22 (A)
Allison Taylor   5/23
Shelly Geist   5/24
Carolyn Van Winkle  5/25
Josh Essary   5/28
Raymond Sypert  5/28
Tommy/Judy Enloe  5/29 (A)
David McCauley   5/29
Robby/A’lisa Ozment  5/30 (A)
                      (A) = Anniversary

M a y  B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s

SPECIAL THANKS...
We would like to thank the congregation for 

all of the prayers and expressions of love  
and concern in the loss of  my brother, Leo.

Blessings,
Kirk (and Doris) Kirkley

S t a y  C o n n e c t e d 
Check us out on Facebook @gpctemple  and 
LIKE/FOLLOW our page.  
This is a great source to receive upcoming 
events and news for our church.  

Another great source for information is our 
website located at www.gpctemple.org 
where you will be able to watch devotions, 
Wednesday evening prayer services and 
any online worship services that have been  
taking place due to Covid-19. 

mailto:office%40gpctemple.org?subject=Interested%20in%20Serving%20Communion
http://www.gpctemple.org 
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Office hours: Mon—Thurs 8am—4pm
                      Friday—closed

Youth (grades 6-12) meet regularly on Sunday evenings from 5-7 pm in the Annex, unless  
otherwise noted. There will be NO Youth Group UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. Stay tuned to emails 
and social media for updates.
 
GenOn East Conference:  GenON is a week long retreat for kids high school through college. This 
year the East Conference takes place July 5-11 in Wheeling, West Virginia. If your child is interested 
in attending, please contact Thom Lamb or Maddison Edds.  
For more information: https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0177/8392/files/GenOn_Youth_Summit_
Brochure_2020.pdf?276

W O R S H I P  - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings at 10am via 
facebook, youtube or the church website.  We are providing children’s bulletins which  
follow the Sunday’s lectionary text with meaningful and interactive coloring pictures, 
games, word searches and much more. You can download these via our children’s  
ministry web page prior to Sunday’s service.  There are two age group bulletins available 
(younger and older children). We encourage you to print these and use them as a way to 
talk with your children about the scripture of the day!  

S U N D AY S C H O O L  - NEW At-home Family Sunday School! Click the link below 
each week for Sunday school at home!
Each week Sunday school curriculum developer (and former summer camp Arts and 
Crafts director) Dr. Dawn Rundman and her family will host Family Sunday School. 
Each episode presents a lesson based on Lectionary readings that families can watch  
together. The Bible story, illustrations, and other content are based on Spark: Activate Faith  
Lectionary Sunday school lessons. The videos are provided via the link below on Youtube, 
so will stream on any device you may have. The accompanying worksheets and coloring 
pages are an additional free resource for your family! Please let Chelsea know if you have 
any questions!
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/

T H U R S D AY FA M I LY D E V O T I O N A L : T h e  F r u i t  o f  t h e  S p i r i t - Tune-in to 
Facebook or Youtube on Thursday mornings at 10am for a Family Devotional lead by our 
Director of Children’s Ministry, Chelsea Stern.  These will be short devotionals for children 
and families around the FRUIT of THE SPIRIT.  We could all use more LOVE, JOY, PEACE, 
PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS and SELF-CONTROL right 
now!  Join Chelsea as she explores a different fruit of the Spirit each week. 

P R AY E R  -  How can we pray with you right now?  Do you have a specific prayer 
request from your child or from you?  Please let Chelsea know how she can hold you 
and your family in prayer during this time. You can email Chelsea or message through 
the church facebook page.  If you would like your prayer request to be shared with the 
church, please let Chelsea know that as well. 

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY - Thank you to our music staff and members who have 
worked so hard these past weeks to bring music to our online worship services. Also 
thank you to Erik Vose who is working hard to produce all of the video content for Sunday  
services. Musicians who have volunteered their time and talents in worship:  Alex Bell; 
Jennifer Essary; Doug Lamb; Kim Lamb; Alyssa Nickerson; Cathi Simons; Stan Simons; 
Chris Stern; Martha Tabarlet; Joey Tabarlet.  THANK YOU ALL! 

We look forward to the day when we will be together making music again! Until then we 
know you are all singing and praising God with us on Wednesdays and Sundays and we 
are holding you all in prayer.  From your Music Ministry Staff: Chelsea Stern, Brian Tanaka 
and Josh Essary. 

C h i l d r e n ’ s  M i n i s t r y  M ay  l O O K  d i f f e r e n t  r i g h t  n O w  – 
b u t  w e  a r e  s t i l l  i n  M i n i s t r y  t O g e t h e r  i n  M a n y  way s ! 

mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0177/8392/files/GenOn_Youth_Summit_Brochure_2020.pdf?276
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0177/8392/files/GenOn_Youth_Summit_Brochure_2020.pdf?276
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/
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Sunday Service Times
10 AM Online until further
notice

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

PLACE LABEL HERE

   7  pm  Wednesday EVENING prayer service
 10 am  MORNING worship service

DEVOTIONS EACH MONDAY AND FRIDAY
 

Watch services online...

JOIN US online each week
STAY CONNECTED
Not receiving the weekly Messenger? Let us add you 
to receive our weekly Messenger that tells what is coming up each 
week and in the future.  This is also where we will send changes to 
worship times/services as well as any notifications of member news. 

Do you receive this monthly Grace Notes? Want to 
change the method in which you receive this monthly Grace Notes? 
We can add you to receive by email or mail. If you wish to be 
removed from receiving it, please let us know as well. As always, it is 
available on our website as well.  

Have you moved, made an address or phone change?  
We need your help to keep our membership records accurate.  
Please let the church office know if you change your home address, 
email address, cell phone, or if you replaced your land line with a cell 
phone.  

To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church 
office at office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

 Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our 
website.  Click the links above or visit us:

Facebook: @gpctemple
Online: www.gpctemple.org

LET US NOT GROW WEARY OF DOING GOOD.  GALATIANS 6:9

mailto:office%40gpctemple.com?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org

