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A SEASON OF THE WIND... by Rev. Thom Lamb 
“A wind from God swept over the face of the waters.”   - Genesis 1:2b

The Hebrew word Ruah, can be translated as wind, breath, and spirit.  
At the Dawn of creation, God breathed, and the world came into being.  
Created in the image and likeness of God, we were formed from the dust 
of the earth, and God breathed into us the breath of life.

Is it any wonder that the very heart of our existence is our ability to 
breathe?  When we breathe our bodies get the oxygen we need to live.  
Deep breaths are calming and help us to bring focus to our lives.  But when 
our breath is cut off, we perish.   We need to breathe; our life depends on it.  

As people of faith, we also need the very breath of God.  The Holy Spirit 
is much like breath for our Souls.  It is basic sustenance for our journey of 
faith.  That breath from God carries with it, hope, joy, grace, peace and 
love. That breath assures us of God’s presence in our lives, and allows us 
to exhale that same breath as we serve our sisters and brothers in need.  
Like the Hymn says so clearly:

Breathe on me breath of God
Fill me with life anew,

That I may love what thou dost love,
And do what thou wouldst do.

The Prophet Ezekiel was led to the “valley of the Dry Bones, and God called 
him to prophesy to the wind, so that these dry bones might be restored 
by the very breath of God, that same breath that gave us life at creation.  
This beautiful story of the restoration of Israel, following exile in Babylon, 
offers hope for the restoration of our lives. (See Ezekiel, Chapter 37)

Jesus as he appeared to his disciples following the his resurrection, 
breathed on them and said, “receive the Holy Spirit.”  (John 20:19-22) 
Jesus was empowering them to head on to Jerusalem.  Rev. Barbara 
Brown Taylor, an Episcopal priest, has described the Holy Spirit this way: 
“When Jesus let go of his last breath - willingly, we believe, for love of us 
- that breath hovered in the air in front of him for a moment and then it 
was set loose on earth. It was such a pungent breath, so full of passion, so 
full of life that it did not simply dissipate as so many breaths do. It grew, 
in strength and in volume, until it was a mighty wind, which God sent 
spinning through an upper room in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. 
God wanted to make sure that Jesus’ friends were the inheritors of Jesus’ 
breath, and it worked!”

As we move toward Pentecost, a virtual season of the wind, that same 
breath, the winds of creation, the winds of restoration, the winds of trans-
formation continue to blow in and through our lives as followers of Jesus 
today.  While it has been a struggle over the past year, and there are so 
many of us who are languishing in the fear and uncertainty of our time.  
We need, now more than ever, to breathe in the very breath of God.  To 
quiet our hearts and simply breathe and focus on God’s grace and love for 
us.  That same breath that formed creation, that restored the people of 
Israel, will transformed our lives if we take the time to breathe.  

May we all find our very breath in the Spirit of God,
May we all know the transforming power of God’s love and grace.

DEACONS CORNER 
Your Deacons met for the first time in person in 
April!  We were masked and socially distanced plus 
had some of us on a big screen via ZOOM.  It was 
invigorating to see each other!  We are so ready to 
be able to do our jobs again! What are these “jobs?”  
The Book of Order defines “our jobs” as ones of com-
passion, witness and service as set forth in scripture.  
Mentioned specifically are the poor, the hungry, the 
sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those 
burdened by unjust policies or anyone in distress....a 
tall order!  As a group, we try our best to find ways 
of enacting these goals.  During this period of  
pandemic, we are prohibited from personal contact, 
but are doing our best with telephone calls or little 
notes....communication.  As you read this, if there is 
anything that we can do for you, please let us know.  
In the meantime, isn’t it grand to able to return to 
our beloved church building!  

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
From April 11 meeting via ZOOM.  
Finance and Stewardship - Kirk Fischer gave an 
update on the progress of the transition from Power 
Church (our old software program) to Shelby.  It has 
required a lot of auditing and work to bring every-
thing up to speed.  The February Financials are now 
complete and March should be much easier as the 
transition nears completion. Many thanks to Kirk for 
his diligent work in getting our new system up and 
running.  Our financial health is good and stable at 
this time.
Reopening Task Force - Janice Smith led a  
discussion of our continued process of reopening.  
We are currently in Phase II of the reopening plan.  
The Session voted to approve new “Elder of the 
Day” duties, new ushering guidelines and moving 
our maximum capacity for phase II from 40 to 50 
Worshippers.  They also approved Nursery care for 
both services.  The task force will be meeting early 
in May to explore moving to Phase III of the reopen-
ing plan.  For more information consult the reopen-
ing plan in the church website.
Membership - The Membership Committee will 
soon be working on our new online Directory 
through our new Shelby System.  
Item for Information - Cassie Vorbach, the Chair of 
the Christian Education Committee, announced that 
they will be holding a contest for redesigning the 
Grace Presbyterian Church LOGO.  If you have any 
ideas or have that creative gift, you can submit your 
ideas to Cassie, or send them in to the church office.    
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FAMILY PROMISE . . .   A thank you from our mission partner

As you know, Grace has been involved with supporting Family Promise for several 
years, providing shelter and meals several weeks each year for young families who are 
experiencing homelessness, as they seek employment and security for their families.  
This program has a great success rate- 93% of families in the program succeed into 
permanent housing and do not fall back into a homeless situation. Family Promise is 
now working on building a new facility, the Promise House.  This facility, being built 
on land donated by the City of Temple, will provide 7 bedrooms with private baths 
for guest families, living and dining rooms, kitchen and laundry areas, along with staff 
offices and private rooms for volunteers.  Volunteers will still be needed to provide 
meals and to serve as overnight hosts.  
The session recently approved a request to donate $10,000 from our mission  
endowment funds to support this effort, and below is a thank you from the Executive 
Director, Rucker Preston.

“To everyone at Grace Presbyterian Church,
Thank you so much for your continued support of Family Promise! While our favorite 
times are when we get to see a family graduate from our program, out of a state of 
homelessness into their new home, we are also happy for every night of the year that 
we get to serve families with shelter and meals.  Just a couple of months ago we (all 
the staff and two interns) helped a mother and her one year old escape a domestic 
abuse situation.  It took all 5 of us to go and help her move all her things out while the 
abuser was gone.  These are the types of things we cannot ask volunteers to do, and 
the type of work you support when you give to Family Promise. 
 Regarding the Promise House, thank you so much for the $10,000 gift!  We are get-
ting much closer to breaking ground (May/June, we hope) 
and Grace Presbyterian Church will certainly be invited 
to the ceremony.  Thank you all again! -- Rucker Preston, 
Executive Director”

T H E O L O G Y O N  TA P  -  M AY 2 0  • 7 P M  V I A Z O O M 
It is time once again to gather around the proverbial hearth, grab a cool beverage 

and enjoy good fellowship and conversation at  
Theology on Tap.  Come and join us for spirit-
ed conversation and the joy of sharing our faith  
together via ZOOM.

This Month we will be returning to an old  
favorite, Walter Brueggemann.  It is a chapter 
from his book, A Gospel of Hope, titled “Newness 

and Hope.”   A good dose of hope is good for the soul as we live in a climate that is 
anything but hopeful.  The book is not one fluid thought, but a collection of brief 
paragraphs that speak to the theme.  The book was compiled by Richard Floyd from 
several of Brueggemann’s writings.  Here’s a brief excerpt:

“The new song never describes the world the way it now is.  The new song imagines 
how the world will be in God’s good time to come.  The new song is a protest against 
the way the world now is.  The new song is refusal to accept the present world as it is, 
a refusal to believe this is right or that the present will last.  The church is always at its 
most daring and risking and dangerous and free when it sings a new song.  Because 
then it sings that the power of the gospel will not let the world finally stay as it is.”

Brueggemann is at his best when he prophetically calls the church to be a witness to 
the one hope we have in God’s grace and love.  Lots to think about and lots to discuss.
 
If you would like to be part of the Theology on Tap meeting, send me an email at  
thom@gpctemple.org.  I will send you the reading and the ZOOM Code for our  
gathering. I hope you will join us for a lively discussion and an important connection 
with our sisters and brothers.  

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N 
Watch for News of Upcoming Activities
We are cautiously optimistic about  
being able to resume our favorite  
activities in 2021, like our Bible Study 
Kick-Off Supper and our Christmas  
Luncheon - keep watching all social  
media platforms (Facebook, Messen-
ger, Grace Notes and emails) for any 
details.

Let’s All Stay in Touch
Attention Circle members! Your lead-
ers need your current phone number,  
address, and email, so that we can 
keep you informed. Please contact your  
circle leader if you haven’t already 
done so. Phone numbers for leaders 
Pat Wurster, Patti Smith, and Julie Ben-
ner can all be found in any Members’  
Directory, or by calling the church  
office.

Horizons Bible Study News
What a gift it has been, to have our 
monthly lessons presented by our own 
pastors! Our sixth installment, present-
ed by Associate  Pastor,Eric Peterson, 
debuted on April 19, and if you haven’t 
yet sampled this thought-provoking 
experience via Facebook or YouTube, 
you’ll be in for a treat when you do. 
No date has been set as yet for the re-
lease of our May Lesson, so watch for  
notification in Sunday announcements 
and Monday Messengers.

Calling All Church Members: Help Us 
Support Backpack Buddies!
As our annual fundraiser, this drive 
gives everyone a great opportunity 
to uplift the lives of young students 
in our local community. Any and all  
contributions are welcome; as be-
fore,  a gift of $40.00 buys a backpack 
and supplies for a child - such a simple  
action, yet what a far-reaching  impact!  
NOTE: Checks should be made payable 
to GPC, and the Memo Line should read 
as follows: PW: Backpack Buddies.

OFFICES CLOSED
Our offices will be closed on 
Monday, May 31 in observance 
of Memorial Day. Regular office 
hours will resume on Tuesday, 
June 1 at 8am.

mailto:thom%40gpctemple.org?subject=THEOLOGY%20ON%20TAP
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I N I S T R Y
I N  P E R S O N  W O R S H I P :  Nursery Care will resume in BOTH worship service.  Pre-regis-
tration is required each week.  Children infants (6 weeks) - Kindergarten are welcome in the 
nursery.  Masks are required for all persons over the age of 2.  Please visit our website for the 
following or click on the links below if viewing digitally:

• Pre-register for Nursery: Nursery Registration
• Please read our updated Nursery Safety Policy and Procedures
• Please read or download the COVID Nursery Questionnaire

For any questions please contact Chelsea Stern, Director of Children’s  
Ministry:chelsea@gpctemple.org

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN – 5TH GRADE
Elementary Sunday school continues remotely using the Spark House curriculum  
Faith Together At-Home.  The lessons may be downloaded from our Children’s  
Ministry page at this link: https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry  
These one-page lessons have wonderful faith formation activities the entire family can  
participate in.   
 Lesson activities are split into five different categories: 
  Explore the Bible, Follow Jesus, Be the Church, 
  Learn about God, and Share Your Faith. 
Each activity page includes a ritual, reading and talking about a Bible story or verse, an activity, 
a service idea, and a prayer

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings either in 
person or online. Children are always welcome in worship!  We are providing worship bags with 
children’s bulletins and activities for those who attend worship in person.  Nursery care is now 
provided for children infants – Kindergarten for both worship services in person by reservation.  
If you are worshiping online, children’s bulletins (younger and older ages) are provided on our 
Children’s Ministry web page. https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry

Lida Boland   5/1
Kimberly Lamb   5/2
Jane Aiken   5/4
Karrie Brashear   5/5
Bill Stokes   5/6
Norma Swaim   5/7
Amani Mwaura   5/8
Robby Ozment   5/8
Kathleen Person   5/10
Will Splittgerber   5/15
Arlin Surface   5/16
Theda Carroll   5/18
Margie McLoud   5/18
Shelly Geist   5/24
Carolyn Van Winkle  5/25
Joshua Essary   5/28
Raymond Sypert  5/28
David McCauley   5/29

MAY BIRTHDAYS
CELEBRATE!

                                  HELP NEEDED!
Even though many things have paused during 
Covid19, our Meals on Wheels program have 
been serving a hot and cold meal each Tuesday to 
20-22 recipients. The MOW staff have been out-
standing through all of the pandemic. As they are  
dusting off the books in preparation for the time 
we proceed back to normal routes on Tuesday and 
Thursdays, we find there are a shortage in many 
areas. 

Carolyn VanWinkle has been keeping MOW  
organized and has been calling all of the cooks, 
bakers, drivers, buyers and substitutes on the 
pre-pandemic list to verify if they still feel the call-
ing to serve. There are several opportunities for 
volunteers in all areas on Tuesday and Thursdays. 
If you would like to volunteer to cook, drive, buy, 
or help one day a month or be a substitute for 
these areas, please call Carolyn Van Winkle at 
254.742.5011 or email her at golfcartmom@gmail.
com. I am sure there is a place that would work 
for you!

mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:maddison.edds%40gmail.com%0D?subject=
mailto:kirkfrederic%40gmail.com?subject=
https://bookapew.com/app/tx/gpctemple/
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
mailto:chelsea%40gpctemple.org?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry 
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504
www,gpctemple.org

PLACE LABEL HERE

online worship:
11am Sundays   

7  pm  Wednesday EVENING prayer 

in person worship:
9:30/11am -reservations required

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

STUDENT MINISTRY (GRADES 6-12) 
To keep everyone safe we are splitting the youth into 
two groups: middle school and high school. This way 
we can keep our meetings small and abide by our 
COVID rules/regulations. Like our church services, we 
are sending out a weekly reminder for youth to sign 
up for each upcoming youth meeting. The schedule is 
as follows for meetings:

• May 2; 16; 30 - High School Meetings from 
3:30-5pm in Fellowship Hall

• May 9; 23  - Middle School Meetings from 3:30-
5pm in Fellowship Hall

If you have any questions or concerns please feel 
free to contact Eric Peterson or Maddison Edds.

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly messenger  with 
things either coming up that week or in the near future.  If 
you are not on this list to receive it and would like to, email 
the church office at office@gpctemple.org.

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?   
We need your help to keep our membership records accurate.  
Please let the church office know if you change your home 
address, email, cell phone, or if you replaced your land line with a 
cell phone.  
To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church 
office at  office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways to GIVE:
• Online giving is now available.  

Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop  

it in the  mailbox. No need to get out of the car!
• Bring to worship on Sunday or drop off in the church office 

during office hours:  
Monday thru Thursday, 8am -4pm.

• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 
76504

grace prayer ministry
Did you know that we have a prayer ministry? If you would like 
to be added to the email prayer chain to receive updates and 
prayer requests, please let the church office know by emailing 
us.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org
mailto:eric%40gpctemple.org?subject=
mailto:maddison.edds%40gmail.com%0D?subject=
mailto:%20office%40gpctemple.org?subject=
mailto:office%40gpctemple.com?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/give-online

