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‘Let us come before him with 

THANKSGIVING  

and extol him with 
 music and song.’  

-- Psalm 95

Living Out the Great Ends of the Church
Back in 1910 our Presbyterian forbearers wrote a statement titled “The Great Ends of the Church.”  One 
hundred and twelve years later this statement remains as a constant in the basic foundations of our 
Presbyterian tradition.  The six “Great Ends” of the Church are:

The Proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind;
the shelter, nurture and spiritual fellowship of the children of God;

the maintenance of divine worship;
the preservation of the truth;

the promotion of social righteousness; and
the exhibition of the kingdom of heaven to the world.

 -The Book of Order, PCUSA F-1.0304

These great ends are for us a historical guide that reminds us of our call as the Body of Christ.  As 
we begin our fall stewardship campaign, we are once again faced with reimagining the mission and  
ministry of Grace Presbyterian Church.  Much of what we already do aligns well with these historic “great 
ends.”  I would like to focus on the first of these great ends as we seek to discover once again God’s call 
for us.

The Proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind
One might think of this as the job of the preacher.  After all, the proclamation of the word is what those 
Sunday sermons are all about.  The truth is that the proclamation of the gospel is not in any way limited 
to a Sunday sermon.

We proclaim the gospel when we engage with our mission partners and extend God love through the 
works of our hands.  We proclaim the gospel when we extend hospitality to strangers; when we sing 
praise and give thanks to God in worship; when we hold each other up in prayer; when we extend  
forgiveness and grace to those who have hurt us;  we proclaim the gospel when we extend the peace of 
Christ to each other.

I am reminded of a quote that is attributed to St. Francis of Assisi:  “Preach the gospel at all times, using 
words only when necessary.”  The gospel of love that we have been given is best communicated through 
our actions.  Most of us did not come to know Christ through reading about him in the Bible or being 
moved by a great sermon.  Most of us have come to Christ through relationships.   Perhaps it was a devout 
parent or grandparent, a youth leader, or someone who extended to us an unexpected gift of grace that 
transformed our hearts.

When the gospel is proclaimed relationally, we come to know how deeply we need God’s saving hand in 
our lives.  In living out the good news of God’s love we show those we encounter a glimpse of God’s saving 
love and invite them into a fuller life in the community of faith.

Stewardship is so much more than an annual pledge drive.  It is all about what we are doing with 
what we have been given.  Each one of us is charged with proclaiming the gospel of Christ.  Like Jesus  
reminded his disciples in Matthew 5: 15-16

“No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to 
all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.”

The light of Christ has been given to each of us, and we are called to shine our light into even the darkest 
places…all for the sake of proclaiming that Jesus is our Lord and Savior.  Where and how will you shine 
your light and proclaim the good news of God’s salvation for all people?

May we all consider the ways in which we can be more faithful in proclaiming the gospel for the  
salvation of all humankind.•
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M E M B E R S H I P 
Member of the month is artist and vocalist extraordinaire, 
Jean Black. Jean was first a member of GPC when her late  
husband was training at BSW in the 40’s - they moved to 
West, TX where they raised their family of four children, of 
which one is Debby Bolton. In Lamesa, jean was the featured 
soloist with the Slumtown Symphony, and a 50+ member of 
First Presbyterian Church and choir. Once in Temple, after her 
husband passed, she joined the Bell County Fine Arts League 
-- favorite artistic passion was portraiture of both humans and 
pets. Jean celebrated her 97th birthday in June.  Cards can be 
mailed to Jean Black at Park Place Manor, 810 E. 13th Street, 
Room 201, Belton, TX  76513. Cards are available in the narthex 
if you do not have one! Membership Committee will have a shut 
in member that will be honored each month!

W O R S H I P 
MUSIC MINISTRY  - Handbell ensemble rehearse 
Wednesdays from 6-7pm (directed by Josh Essary); Chancel 
Choir rehearses Wednesdays from 7-8pm (directed by Chelsea 
Stern).  For Music or Children’s Ministry questions, contact 
Chelsea Stern, Director of Music and Children’s Ministries  
at chelsea@gpctemple.org 

SAVE THE DATES:
Sunday, November 13 • 4 pm • IMAGES: A Musical, Worship 
Experience by composer Heather Sorenson • Performed by 
Emily Gary, GPC pianist in collaboration with Nathan Keefer, 
cellist and Linda Keefer, violinist • GPC Sanctuary • Images 
is a collection of sacred piano reflections written by Heather 
Sorenson. As the moniker implies, these highly impressionistic 
arrangements are designed to capture the ear and eye while 
portraying the spirit of each of the arrangements. Please join 
pianist Emily Gary, cellist Nathan Keefer, and violinist Linda 
Keefer as they present this evocative and worshipful music  
project for our community • *An offering will be collected 
following the concert to support Grace Presbyterian Church’s 
Meals on Wheels Ministry.  Meals on Wheels serves elderly and 
homebound folks in our community who need a hot, fresh meal 
each week.  Volunteers cook the meals and deliver them.  If you 
are interested in supporting this ministry as a volunteer, please 
contact the church office.  

Sunday, December 18 • 11 am • Appalachian Winter by  Joseph 
Martin • GPC Sanctuary • Composed in the spirit of folk music, 
this cantata combines traditional sounds with more rustic 
elements, creating a blend that is fresh and pleasing. Popular 
American carols like Away in a Manger and O Little Town of 
Bethlehem dance with traditional spirituals such as Children, 
Go Where I Send Thee and Go, Tell It on the Mountain. Sacred 
Harp tunes are retooled for Advent and stand alongside new 
versions of Shaker hymns and Appalachian melodies. Thoughtful  
narration weaves the movements together in a meaningful  
tapestry of song and scripture. 

For more information about Grace Music Ministry visit our  
webpage at https://gpctemple.webs.com/music-ministry

M I S S I O N S
F E E D  &  S E RV E  M I N I S T RY On October 9, the eye of 
Hurricane Julia passed directly over Pearl Lagoon, home 
to our mission partner Yobeth Hebbert and her family.  
Thankfully her family was safe, and no deaths were reported 
in the area, but there was extensive damage to most of the 
homes, schools and churches, with many of the residents 
left with only the clothes on their backs.  Many communities 
were completely underwater.  The town of Haulover, where 
we did a Living Waters installation in 2018, also received a 
lot of damage, and the situation is desperate for many.  In  
addition to our prayers, Yobeth has asked for financial 
assistance through the Feed and Serve ministry run by her 
family.  We have been supporting this mission, which helps 
supply basic foods e.g. rice, beans, and cooking oil as well as  
essential supplies since the last 2 serious hurricanes struck 
this area in 2020.  You may donate to the Feed and Serve 
Fund online through the church website at 
 https://gpctemple.webs.com/give-online or with a check 
made out to GPC, with Feed and Serve marked in the memo 
line.  Thank you for your faithful prayers and generosity.   

L I V I N G  WAT E R S  F O R  T H E  W O R L D  U P D AT E 
Following the installation of 
our second water system in 
Guatemala in August, the LWW 
team visited the Iglesia Arca de 
Noé (Noah’s Ark Church) near 
San Pedro, Guatemala.  We 
met with the pastor and sev-
eral members of the session 
and discussed the possibility 
of installing a water system 
in their church in 2023.  This 

is a large church of over 400 members, and they are in the 
process of “planting” a new church in a nearby community.   
Their goal is to help provide clean water to this community 
which is more isolated and without a good source of water.  
We were impressed with their vision and next month will 
hold a “virtual” meeting with them to establish a covenant 
agreement whereby Grace and Arca de Noé churches will 
work together over the upcoming year to plan and install a 
system. 
Please keep the 
LWW team, as well 
as the leadership of 
Iglesia Arca de Noé 
in your prayers as 
we begin this pro-
cess.  The funds 
from the dessert 
auction will go directly towards this project, but we will need 
an additional $5000 to complete the installation, so please 
watch for more information about our “Buy a Part, Be a Part” 
fundraiser this spring.  The team is also happy to welcome 
Robby Ozment on board, as he just returned from Clean 
Water University where he learned about the installation, 
operation and maintenance of the water systems. • 

HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING!

G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

mailto:chelsea%40gpctemple.org?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/music-ministry
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P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N 
As many circle members have already begun finding out, 
our current Bible study,“Celebrating Sabbath,” is about much 
more than attending church on Sunday. Its essence is rooted 
in a growing awareness that the traditional, five day work and 
school week is rapidly being replaced by shifting schedules that 
can make it difficult - sometimes truly impossible - for Christians 
to attend Sunday church services and other church gatherings 
where members and visitors alike can draw strength from their 
faith and each other. Clearly, then, it’s important that we find 
ways to join the discussion that this year’s Bible study provides: 
Does “Sabbath” mean only on Sunday? Is it becoming some-
thing less, or can it become something  more? 
Your input is needed, so whether you are a circle member or 
not, please take a moment to check the dates and times for 
our  meetings, find the one that works best for you, pay us a 
visit, and prepare to receive a warm welcome from old and new 
friends!
 All circles meet at GPC, in room 205 (Conference Room):
• Tuesday Evening Circle: First Tuesday of the month • 6pm  

Julie Benner (254-228-3252)
• Tuesday Morning Circle: Second Tuesday of the month  

9:30am • Pat Wurster (254-771-0220) 
• Jennie Shull Circle: Third Thursday of the month • NOON  

Patti Smith (254-541-6127)
• For general questions, email Cindy Bankston,   

cindybank@yahoo.com

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sunday’s • 10 - 10:50am
Our children are enjoying Sunday School each 
Sunday morning!  They are learning each session using the 
PCUSA curriculum, Growing in Grace, embraces children in the 
grace of God through engagement with the Bible that echoes 
reformed worship: gathering in God’s grace, responding in  
gratitude, and loving and serving God.  Thank you to our won-
derful teachers!

K-2nd Grade - Room 204 (Located in the nursery wing – last room)
Teachers: A’Lisa Ozment and Beth Gerdes

3rd-5th Grade - Room 401 (Located next to the choir room)
Teachers: Cathi Simons and Elizabeth Seeger

Youth 6th-12th Grade - Youth Room (104)
Teacher: Rev. Eric Peterson 

*Nursery care for infants – Kindergarten children is available 
during both worship services and Sunday school. 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT  
Friday, November 4 • 5:30-8:30 pm •  Parent’s Night Out is the first 
Friday of each month and is for families 
who are members or regular attenders 
of the church and for their children  
(Infants through 5th Grade).  Childcare 
is provided by our GPC Nursery staff.   
Register for PNO by the Wednesday of the week of PNO (Nov 2)
via our Children’s Ministry page on our website. You will also find 
policy and procedures for PNO there as well. 

LOGOS! Wednesday Night Children & Youth Ministry Gathering
Children and Youth currently in Kindergarten – 
grade 12. Wednesday evenings thru November 

30 • 5:30-7:00 pm(dinner included)   
Register by going to the Children’s 
Ministry tab on our website or scan 
the QR Code below to register.  
Chelsea Stern, Director of Music and 

Children’s Ministries and Rev. Eric Peterson,  
Associate Pastor and Youth Director co-lead the program 
along with our wonderful Christian Education volunteers.  
Children can be dropped-off and then picked up at the end of the  
program. 

NOVEMBER LOGOS PLAN 
Themes: Creation, Adam and Eve, Isaiah, and the Prophets

Nov 2 • Music/Storyteller & Art •Football Night/Hamburgers 
and sides(November Birthdays)

Nov 9 • Music/Storyteller & Art • Campfire Night • Chicken 
Noodle Soup/Grilled Cheese

Nov 16 • Music/Art & Video • Thanksgiving meal
Nov 23 • No LOGOS - Happy Thanksgiving!

Nov 30 • Music/Worship Service Prep • Super-hero night/Pizza 
Night (December Birthdays)

December 4 • 1st Sunday of Advent - Children sing in 11am 
Worship

FIRST SUNDAY FAMILY FELLOWSHIP LUNCH
Sunday, Nov 6 • 12pm (after 11am worship service)

Hat Creek Burger (Temple) 
“Dutch Treat” • All families with children are invited to join 

other families for lunch and fellowship.  Hope to see you there! 

 

NOVEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS

 Nan Rodriguez 11/7 Chase Yerkes  11/12
 Kirk Fischer 11/15 John Bolin  11/16
 Andrew Shull 11/16 Jarrett Wilson  11/17
 Colleen Barnes 11/19 Marilyn Ritchie  11/19
 Barbara Horton 11/20 Sarah Keyser  11/23
 Jack Gibson 11/27 Richard Lenehan 11/28
 Adele Parker 11/28 Sarah Nickerson   11/30
 Randy Smith 11/30 

Interested in joining GPC?  
If you are not a member and wish to discuss joining, 
we would love to talk with you! • Reach out to us at 
254.773.2134. There is a place for everyone here at GPC!

mailto:pcsmith53%40sbcglobal.net%20?subject=
mailto:cindybank%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
mailto:chelsea%40gpctemple.org.?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504
www,gpctemple.org

PLACE LABEL HERE

in person & online worship:
10AM Sunday School

9 AM & 11 am worship 
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

moved or made a change?
We need your help to keep 

our membership records  
accurate. Please let the 

church office know if you 
change your home address, 
email, cell phone, or if you 

replaced your land line with 
a cell phone.  To make any 

of the above change, 
contact Sharon in the 

church office at   
office@gpctemple.com  

or call us at 254.773.2134. 

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the 
church weekly messenger  
with things either coming 

up that week or in the near 
future.  If you are not on 
this list to receive it and 
would like to, email the 

church office at  
 office@gpctemple.org.

GPC STAFF
Rev. Thom Lamb

Pastor
thom@gpctemple.org

Rev. Eric Peterson
Associate Pastor

eric@gpctemple.org

Chelsea Stern
Dir of Music/Children’s Ministry

chelsea@gpctemple.org

Emily Gary
Pianist/Accompanist

Dr. Jonathan Gary
Organist

Josh Essary
Handbell Choir Director

joshuaessary@gmail.com

Sharon Ellis
Office Administrator

office@gpctemple.org

Jane Nance
Child Care Coordinator
janenance@gmail.com

Adele Parker
Sexton

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

Phone: 254.773.2134
www.gpctemple.org

Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays

8am - 4pm

YOUTH AT LOGOS • Wednesdays • 5:30-7pm
Youth fellowship activities are in full swing during  
LOGOs Youth in grades 6-12 are welcome and have our 
own games and activities separate from the Children’s 
Ministry in the Youth Room and eat dinner together 
with everyone. 

YOUTH BOWLING NIGHT • NOV 13
All youth and parents are welcome to bowling night at 
Spare Time in Temple • 5-7 pm • The cover fee for this 
event is $15 per person to cover the price for bowling 
and shoes • Bring a friend! 

CTLC YOUTH MISSION ACTIVITY • NOV 5
The youth have a mission activity on above Saturday 
morning, volunteering at the local food pantry to help 
give to those who need food.  Parents are welcome to 
volunteer also! Meet at CTLC (Churches Touching Lives 
for Christ) at 702 W. Avenue G at 8am.  This will last 
until 11am.  

FMS YOUTH MISSION ACTIVITY • NOV 19
The youth are volunteering at Feed My Sheep (116 W. 
Avenue G, Temple).  Parents are welcome to volunteer! 
Meet at FMS at 7:30am (Until appx 9am) • Hope to see 
you there! 

For any questions in Youth Ministry, feel free to contact Eric Peterson. 
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