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A L L T H I N G S  N E W  by Rev. Thom Lamb

“Because of this decision we don’t evaluate people by what they have or how they look. We looked at the Messiah that way once 
and got it all wrong, as you know. We certainly don’t look at him that way anymore. Now we look inside, and what we see is that 
anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh start, is created new. The old life is gone; a new life emerges! Look at it! All this comes 
from the God who settled the relationship between us and him, and then called us to settle our relationships with each other.”  
                                                                                                                           - II Corinthians 5:16-18, The Message

For the past few months, a small group has been busy preparing for the GenOn Youth Summit for the Summer of 2021.  The last 
conference was held in 2019 and due to the pandemic, we were force to postpone.  In working out a theme for the Summit, we 
came across the text above from II Corinthians and settled on the theme, “What’s New?”  It struck me that this is a good way for 
us to think about where we are headed as a community of faith.

Paul in his letter to the church at Corinth, wanted desperately to show them to look within, and see that in Christ we are a new 
creation…full of promise and hope.  Sometimes it is hard to see the new possibilities when we are full of anxiety over what was, 
and what will be.  As I read and reread this text, the line that struck me was “a new life emerges.”  This emerging new life, like the 
first blooms of spring, like the light streaming from the empty tomb bids us to awaken our hearts. 

I see new life emerging as we get responses from folks who want to expand their call to serve during the fall campaign.  I see 
new life emerging as the Chancel Choir and Bell Choir resume their rehearsals and prepare for Advent and Christmas.  I see new 
life emerging as I sit in on the nominating committee meeting with folks committed with joy to discern who is called to lead our  
congregation.  I see new life emerging this week as I shared conversations with three families who believe they have found a 
church home at Grace.  The light cast upon us from the empty tomb is heralding new life, life that finds its center not in the perils 
of a pandemic, or the political unrest of our world, but in the joy of being one with Jesus.

Soon we will wrap up our fall Stewardship Campaign and begin our preparations for Advent and the Christmas season.   It is a 
season of anticipation and hope.  The Advent cry of “Come, Lord Jesus,” beckons us to prepare our hearts to fully receive the gift 
of grace that is ours in Christ.  In his book Preparing for Christmas: Daily Meditations for Advent, Fr. Richard Rohr states this so 
beautifully:

“Come, Lord Jesus…This keeps the field wide open and especially open to grace and to a future created by God rather than ourselves.  
This is exactly what it means to be ‘awake’, as the Gospel urges us!...’Come, Lord Jesus’ is not a cry of desperation but an assured 
shout of cosmic hope.”  (pp.2-3)

Join me in a shout of hope, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  God is making all things new through the grace and hope of our Lord and Savior.  
As we feel those first stirrings of advent anticipation, may we be lifted on the promise of new life.  I urge you to prayerfully  
consider what that new life in Christ means for you and how we can together emerge with joy into new life in Christ. •

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services (PCHAS), in partnership with Grace Presbyterian Church, is  
launching the mentoring program for Temple youth.  A Program Director has been hired and office space has been 
secured.  PCHAS is now in the process of hiring part-time mentors to work directly with youth.  If you or someone 
you know has a passion for youth and is interested in part-time employment, please look at the PCHAS website, 
click on the three horizontal lines in the upper right-hand corner, then click “Who We Are,” click on “Careers,” and 
then click on “View All Jobs.”  Scroll down to “Mentor (Part-Time)” in Temple and click there OR click HERE. 
Once the program is up and running, there will be additional volunteer opportunities for our church community 
to support this program!

https://recruiting.paylocity.com/Recruiting/Jobs/All/43671402-5420-4592-b53f-7da0751add5b/Presbyterian-Childrens-Homes-and-Services
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P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N 
Presbyterian Women: Who are We, and What are We Doing?
As an organization that operates within and through our three 
circles, we are dedicated to our Bible Studies, but we do much, 
much more, including:

Hosting fellowship activities like September’s Kick-Off Event, and 
a Christmas Celebration in December.

Supporting benevolent organizations and causes like PCHAS 
(Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services) , Living Waters, Family 
Promise, CTLC, and Feed My Sheep.

Making sure all our local students have the supplies they need to 
succeed through our annual Backpack Buddies fundraiser.

Representing GPC at Mo Ranch’s Annual Women’s Weekend  
Retreat

Making Membership Easy with no membership fees, no secret 
codes or passwords to memorize, no special jewelry or uniforms 
- all we really need is for YOU to come join us, because we’ll be 
stronger together!

For information on joining a Circle group, contact Cindy  
Bankston at  254.773.7625 or email her at: cindybank@yahoo.
com.

C H R I S T I A N  E D U C AT I O N
Youth Sunday School (grades 6-12)/Room 104
Teachers: Rev. Eric Peterson and Maddison Edds
Youth are studying the curriculum “Echo the Story” from  
Sparkhouse for youth bible study. There are 36 sessions on 
the Bible to engage youth that uses storytelling to relate to 
God’s story to discover meaning and develop fresh insights. It  
engages youth with content designed for them, using  
creative writing, drawing, and group dialogue. Youth meet for 
fellowship each Sunday from 5-7 pm in room 104.

Adult Sunday School Classes: 
• Dr. Gary Gosney is teaching a study of the OT with the book 

of Joshua in room 107 
• NEW STUDY! On Sunday, Nov 7, the Adult Sunday School 

Class led by Dr. Al Lowe will begin a study on the Charac-
ters of the Nativity. Dr. Al Lowe will lead this study which 
will include Isaiah Chapter 7,and Chapters 1 & 2 of the Gos-
pels of Matthew and Luke. The characters of this study will 
be Isaiah, Joseph, Mary, Angels & Shepherds, Herod, and 
the Magi. The objective of this class will be a Biblical study 
of these individuals and their relationship to the birth of 
Jesus. All are invited to Room 205 each Sunday at 10:00 
AM – immediately after the early worship and before the 
later worship. Bring your thoughts, ideas, questions, and 
answers to this study. Questions, contact Dr. Al Lowe at 
al.lowe28@yahoo.com.

M I S S I O N S
Making a Difference Locally, Nationally and Around the World

Your Mission Funds at Work... 
Each year the mission committee of Grace is blessed with 
the opportunity to help support mission and outreach  
efforts in our local community, as well as across the  
country and globally.  A portion of these funds come from 
the general budget, which is supported through your tithes 
and offerings.  The majority of those funds are used for  
local missions.   In addition, each year the session approves 
a portion of earnings from our Mission Endowment Fund to 
be used to support both new and ongoing mission projects.  
This year, over $46,000 was distributed from these funds 
to projects including the South Sudan Education Mission,  
Presbyterian Pan-American School, the Central Texas Food 
Bank, the Un-included Club, Mo Ranch, the Body of Christ 
Dental Clinic, PCHAS Therapeutic Mentoring Program, Haiti 
earthquake relief, Afghan refugee resettlement, flood relief 
in Louisiana, and Family Promise to help with building the 
Promise House.

Your Hands and Feet at Work...
As you can see from the chart, the majority of funds, both 
from the general budget and our endowment, are used to 
support our local community.  Many of these programs rely 
not only on our financial support, but also on our active 
participation, as we seek to fulfill our mission “to be God’s 
heart, hands, and voice as we engage as servants of Jesus 
Christ by reaching out to the community beyond our walls 
to meet human need”.  We are thankful to have so many 
dedicated volunteers to help with Family Promise, Meals 
on Wheels, Feed my Sheep and the PCHAS Angel Tree, and  
others, but there is always room for more, so please  
consider how you can be a part of these exciting mission 
opportunities, as we seek to build the Body of Christ.  

Please consider joining the mission committee... 
We value your ideas and need your input on how best to 
utilize our financial and human resources to meet the needs 
of our community and beyond.  For more information,  
contact one of the mission committee members:  Janice 
Smith, Daniel Quinn, Lori Lamb,  Donna Bowling, Eric Jezek, 
Sandy Mason, Martha Tabarlet, or Eric Peterson.•

Enter His ga tes wit h t hanksgiving  
and his courts wit h praise. 

Psalm 100:4
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MEALS ON WHEELS
If you are interested in being 
a substitute or regular cook, 
please contact Carolyn Van 
Winkle at 254.742.5011 or  
golfcartmom@hotmail.com
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Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays

8am - 4pm

 C H I L DR E N ’ S  M I N I S T RY
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - (GRADES K-5) Room 204
Teachers: Cathi Simons and Elizabeth Seeger
We will continue to enjoy the PCUSA curriculum “Growing in Grace and Gratitude”: our  
quarterly denominational curriculum for children ages 3-12. Children see God’s grace in the 
biblical narrative and in our world today. 

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings either in 
person or online. Children are always welcome in worship!  Nursery care is provided for children 
infants – Kindergarten for both worship services in person.  Children 3 years old and older are 
required to wear a mask in the church. We thank you for helping us keep everyone well and  
comfortable.  If you are worshiping online, children’s bulletins (younger and older ages) are  
provided on our Children’s Ministry web page :  https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY
Handbell Choir Rehearsals 5:30-6:30 pm
Handbell Choir meet in the handbell room (105).  Masks are required for all participants. Child-
care is available upon request.  If you have any questions, please email Josh Essary, Director of 
the Handbell Ensemble at joshuaessary@gmail.com

Chancel Choir Rehearsals 6:30-7:30 pm
Chancel Choir meet in the Sanctuary. Masks are required for all singers, and we sit distanced.  
Because of the high-risk nature of singing to unvaccinated people, all participants are required 
to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19.  Thank you for helping us keep each other, our church 
and community safe. Childcare is provided.  Please email Chelsea with any questions at  
chelsea@gptemple.org

Choir Lessons and Carols Service
Sunday, December 19 in worship, the choir will lead us in a beautiful collection of familiar 
Christmas Carols along with congregational singing and narration. Mark your calendar!

 Betty Damron  11/1
 Carol Fischer  11/5
 Nan Rodriguez  11/7
 Melissa Brierton 11/10
 Chase Yerkes  11/12
 Kirk Fischer  11/15
 John Bolin  11/16
 Andrew Shull  11/16
 Jarrett Wilson  11/17
 Colleen Barnes  11/19
 Marilyn Ritchie  11/19
 Barbara Horton  11/20
 Sarah Keyser  11/23
 John Eberts  11/27
 Jack Gibson  11/27
 Richard Lenehan 11/28
 Adele Parker  11/28
 Sarah Nickerson  11/30
 Randy Smith  11/30

NOVEMBER

Birthdays for D E A C O N S  B E R E AV E M E N T  C O M M I T T E E
Now that we are getting back to normal times, 
the Deacons Bereavement Committee will again 
start providing refreshment for post-funeral and/or 
memorial services for the families and friends of the 
deceased.  

If you can help by furnishing cookies, sandwiches, 
fruit trays or other items please call the church, 
talk with Sharon or call/email: Norma Swaim:  228-
9443, 742-1074 or email:  Normafs1948@gmail.
com.   Your help in this ministry will be greatly  
appreciated.

Enter His ga tes wit h t hanksgiving  
and his courts wit h praise. 

Psalm 100:4
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PLACE LABEL HERE

childcare available

in person & online worship:
9/11am 

10AM Sunday School

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly  
messenger  with things either coming up that week 
or in the near future.  If you are not on this list to 
receive it and would like to, email the church office 
at  office@gpctemple.org.

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone 
change?   
We need your help to keep our membership 
records accurate.  Please let the church office 
know if you change your home address, 
email, cell phone, or if you replaced your land 
line with a cell phone.  To make any of the 
above change, contact Sharon in the church 
office at  office@gpctemple.com or call us at 
254.773.2134.  

grace prayer ministry
Did you know that we have a prayer ministry? If 
you would like to be added to the email prayer 
chain to receive updates and prayer requests, 
please let the church office know by emailing us.

We have multiple ways to GIVE:
• Online giving-Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane  

and drop it in the  mailbox. No need to get out  
of the car!

• Bring to worship on Sunday or drop off in the church office during office hours:  
Monday thru Thursday, 8am -4pm.

• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org
http://www.gpctemple.org
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