
S T E WA R D S H I P  2 0 2 0  -  T R U S T I N  G O D  b y  Re v.  T h o m  L a m b
When Jesus was making his way to Jerusalem and the Cross that awaited him there, he spoke words of comfort to his disciples, 
In John 14:1 we read: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.”  He knew that the disciples were 
growing more and more uneasy with Jesus’ talk of his necessary death, so he offered them words of comfort and encouragement.  
Trust in God, trust also in me…
Perhaps the hardest time to trust God is when it seems that everything is stacked against us.  After eight months of separation we 
are all feeling that sense of restlessness.  The uncertainty of a pandemic combined with our own feelings of isolation can at times 
leave us with troubled hearts.  Like you, I long for our reunion, I long to share the good news with you in person.  But I must trust 
that God is still leading us in the face of all the conflicting voices, the uncertainty, and our own feelings of loneliness.  
The focus of this year’s campaign is trusting God amid the storms of life.  This focus will be highlighted in worship with the following 
scriptures:
 November 8  Mark 4:35-41 – Jesus Calms the Storm.  When things are going well, trusting in God is easy.  But 
                                                          when the storms rise, we are quick to panic and forget that God is present with us.  Sometimes
    God clams the storm, and other times God calms us.  Trust is essential in times of doubt and 
    uncertainty. 
 November 15  Matthew 25:14-30 – The Parable of the Talents.  What are we doing with what we have been 
    given? This is the age-old stewardship question.  The Lord has entrusted us with gifts and talents 
    to be used and multiplied to his glory.
 November 22  Matthew 25:31-46 – The Parable of the Final Judgement. “I was Hungry, and you gave me 
    food…”  Jesus is making it clear that while we have been saved by grace, we need to live out our 
    faith by  extending the same grace to those in need.  We are called to trust that God will provide 
    for us, as we meet the needs of others.
As we enter this time of discernment, I want to encourage you to look at these scriptures as you consider your financial  
commitment to the church.  How do we trust in God when the storm is raging around us?  How do we honor all that has been 
entrusted to us as we reach out to our neighbors in need?  Can we dare trust that God will provide for us?  

Trust does not come easy, but God has proven time and time again that God is trustworthy.  As we continue to endure this time 
of uncertainty, we can trust that God is going to do great things in and through us.  It will happen, for the bounty of God’s love is 
everlasting and no matter what may come our way, we will emerge as a stronger witness to the love of Jesus Christ.  
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THE MESSIAH – AN ADVENT STUDY BY WALTER BRUEGGEMANN
Walter Brueggemann Professor Emeritus of Old Testament from Columbia Theological Seminary has written a beautiful  
four-part Advent Study.  In the introduction Brueggemann writes: “Christians have claimed from their beginnings that Jesus was 
the Messiah foretold in the Hebrew Scriptures.  His reign began a new testament of the relationship between God and humanity. 
For that reason, Christians often call the Hebrew Scriptures the Old Testament. Jesus did not replace or deny the expectations of 
a messiah previously told. He fulfilled them…Isaiah 9:2–7 is a well-known oracle that uses four royal titles in verse 6—Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. This Advent study will ponder each title… with reference to Christmas 
and the birth of Jesus.”
There is no cost, and all materials are provided for the study.  We are forming groups now to meet through video conferencing.  
This will enable interaction and fellowship.  If we will be able to meet in-person we will make adjustments.
SIGN-UP by sending an email to Thom or to the church office.  Let us know days and times that would work for you.   We will begin 
the study the week of November 22 and conclude the week of December 20.  Once each group has been formed, it is up to the 
group to decide how they are going to meet.  
We hope you will take advantage of this small group study as a way for us to stay connected during the season of Advent as we 
prepare for the coming of Christ.

mailto:Thom%40gpctemple.org?subject=Messiah%20
mailto:office%40gpctemple.org?subject=The%20Messiah%20
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Betty Damron   11/1
Linda Norris   11/1
Carol Fischer   11/5
Nan Rodriguez   11/7
Raymond/Pat Sypert  11/7
Kirk/Carol Fischer  11/11
Chase Yerkes   11/12
Kirk Fischer   11/15
Eric/Fancy Jezek   11/15
Cecil Wall   11/15
John Bolin   11/16
Jarrett Wilson   11/17
Colleen Barnes   11/19
Marilyn Ritchie   11/19
Barbara Horton   11/20
Richard/TerryLynn Schrimsher 11/20
Dan/Barbara Horton  11/21
Bob/LaJuana   11/22
Mary Jo/Larry Johnson  11/23
Sarah Keyser   11/23
John/Lindsey Flanagan III 11/24
Ken Johnson   11/25
Jack Gibson   11/27
Richard Lenehan  11/28
Adele Parker   11/28
Sarah Nickerson   11/30
Randy Smith   11/30
                      (A) = Anniversary 

N o v e m b e r  B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s

STUDENT MINISTRY  
Youth (grades 6-12) meet regularly 
on Sunday evenings from 6-7 pm by 

Zoom (online).

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The Session met on Sunday, October 18th.   Here are the highlights of the meeting:
Finance and Stewardship Committee –  Kirk Fischer was elected as the Treasurer 
of Grace Presbyterian Church.  Kirk will work with Sharon Ellis (our Administrative 
Assistant) and Melissa Ingriola (our Accounting Manager).  Kirk will play an import-
ant role in making the final switch to our new Shelby systems as well as interpret for 
the Session and Congregation our over-all financial situation.  The Session also voted 
to add Kirk as a signatory on all church accounts.  The Session is grateful for Kirk’s  
willingness to serve.
The Session also approved the 2020 Stewardship Campaign, “Trust in God.”  The 
Campaign will feature Moments for Stewardship that include focus on Our Mission 
Partners, the 2021 Budget and our ministries of Christian Education and Music.  The 
Dates for the campaign will be November 8 through November 22.  
The Reopening Task force - The Session approved a six phase plan for reopening the 
church.  The Plan is available on our website for your consideration.  The plan is 
guided by evidence-based metrics that include:
• Incidence rates in county 
• Rolling 7 day average of new cases…Declining or stable numbers over 14 day  

period (flattening of the curve)
• Declining County wide hospitalization rates, hospital capacity < 15% (beds utilized 

by  COVID-19 patients) 
• No local outbreaks/school closures related to COVID-19
A Special thanks to Dr. Janice Smith who led the task force that included Elders Stan  
Simons, Cassie Vorbach, Chris Stern and Kevin Cushman.  As we reach each Phase, 
it will be communicated to the congregation.  The Session also approved the  
purchase of hand sanitizing stations, masks, signage and the production of a video to  
walk through protocols when we do reach the point when we will resume in-per-
son worship.  No date is attached to this plan, as it is guided by the evidence-based  
Metrics.
Christian Education – The session approved the Drive through “Trunk or Treat” sched-
uled for October 31st.  This is a cooperative effort between Christian Education and 
the Properties Committee.  Chelsea Stern has developed a safe way for us to share 
this time with our children.
The Pastor’s Report – Rev. Lamb introduced an Advent Small group study titled “The 
Messiah” written by Walter Brueggemann.  In Isaiah 9:2 (a common text for Christmas 
Eve) the prophet calls out four names for God, Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.  This four-week study will focus on each 
of these names for God and their connection to the advent of Christ.  The Session  
approved the Study, so watch Gracenotes and the Weekly Messenger for more details 
on how to sign up.

CELEBRATE

V I R T U A L T H E O L O G Y O N  TA P   It is time for us to grab our favorite beverage and gather over ZOOM for our first Theology on Tap 
gathering.  While we will eventually meet at a local establishment, this is a virtual opportunity for us to fellowship and enjoy some 
good Theological conversation. 

Our first gathering will be on Thursday, November 19 at 7:00 pm.  The topic for discussion will focus on this quote from Walter 
Brueggemann from Inscribing the Text: Sermons and Prayers as he reflects on Isaiah 43:1-5 (A promise of restoration and protec-
tion) and Mark 6:47-52 (Jesus calming the storm). Here is an excerpt from the sermon Uttered Beyond Fear:

There was a storm; there always seems to be one in the Bible.  The NRSV terms it an “adverse wind.” Old Testament people call 
it “chaos.”  [Karl] Barth named it Das Nichtige, the crushing, irresistible force of disorder as yet untamed and on the loose in our 
world.  That is the reoccurring place of the disciples, the place of the church, the place of preaching, the place where we all live.
It turns out that the Bible is much more preoccupied with the threat of chaos than it is with sin and guilt, our middle-class fascina-
tions notwithstanding.  We have devised ways of forgiveness, of handling sin and guilt, an assurance of pardon, a hug, an embrace.   
But the storm is not so easy.  The storm produces a more elemental, inchoate anxiety, and a sense of deep helplessness because 
you cannot touch it anywhere or handle it, or measure it, or hold it.  It is bottomless in size and beyond measure in force, call it 
flood, call it Leviathan, call it chaos; all the new scientific theories of the “goodness of chaos” do not touch the deep fear about 
which the Bible Speaks, where preachers must work, and to which pastors must attend.
SIGN-UP by sending an email to Thom.  When you sign up I will send along the ZOOM meeting invitation as well as a complete text 
of Brueggemann’s sermon as food for our discussion. We hope you will join us. 

https://members.webs.com/s/sitebuilder/pages/347263833/compare
mailto:thom%40gpctemple.org?subject=Virtual%20Theology%20on%20Tap


P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  
Despite social distancing, our pastors and staff continue to offer quality Christian  
Education in presentations of lessons in our current Bible study, “Into the Light.” The  
really great thing about this is the fact that the first two lessons are still available.  If you 
missed either one, they are available to watch on our GPC’s Youtube channel. Just key in: 
Grace Presbyterian Church, Temple, TX, Lesson I ( or Lesson 2) Bible Study. When you do, 
what will you find? Lesson 1 includes Pastor Thom Lamb’s invitation to give expression 
of your personal journey, taking lament as a vehicle that reveals God’s care and mercy. In  
contrast, Lesson 2 by Associate Pastor, Eric Peterson,offers a different take on what is and isn’t  
appropriate to include in our prayers during difficult situations. Accompanied by  
wonderful music selections, it gets to the heart of what it means to be a people of faith, and you 
don’t want to miss it!  
Another Lesson to Follow -- Our Pastor, Thom Lamb has most graciously agreed to give 
our November lesson presentation. We are so blessed to have our pastors’ support as 
we trudge through these distancing days; look for the Lesson 3 debut date and time,  
appearing soon in upcoming issues of our Monday Messenger email.   

G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I N I S T R Y
CHILDREN’S AT-HOME SUNDAY SCHOOL - Elementary Sunday school
has resumed remotely using the Spark House curriculum Faith Together At-Home.  The 
lessons may be downloaded from our Children’s Ministry page and the link to them 
will be sent to families each week in our GPC Children’s Newsletter. These one-page 
lessons have wonderful faith formation activities the entire family can participate in.  
Lesson activities are split into five different categories: Explore the Bible, Follow Jesus, 
Be the Church, Learn about God, and Share Your Faith. Each activity page includes a ritual, read-
ing and talking about a Bible story or verse, an activity, a service idea, and a prayer.  These weekly 
lessons could happen any day during your week that is best for your family.
A great accompaniment for the Sunday school curriculum is the Growing in God’s Love: A Story 
Bible many received as part of this summer’s VBS. If you would like one, please email Chelsea 
and she will get one to you!

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings at 10am 
online. Children’s bulletins (younger and older ages) are provided on our Children’s Ministry web 
page:https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
We encourage you to print these and use them as a way to talk with your children about the 
scripture of the day!  

DEACONS MINISTRY - Thanksgiving Thoughts! 
“Over the river and through the woods to Grandmother’s house we go….!”  And go we do….
Thanksgiving is the heaviest travel holiday in America.  Why?  Is that because turkey and  
cranberries are only at Grandma’s house?  Probably not.  I think it has to do with our deep seated 
love and appreciation of our families. Where in the world do these feelings come from?  In my 
humble opinion, it comes from our creator God and the way he made us…as families.  One can 
be born into a family or create their own. Good, bad, indifferent, absent, present….we all want 
families to love and to love us.  

For many of us, the meaning of Thanksgiving usually includes feasting, football and family 
reunions.  This is a modern outgrowth of the original Thanksgiving meal in 1621 between settlers 
and helpful native neighbors.  From a simple gathering, Thanksgiving has undergone numerous 
transitions.  We still gather together at one table.  We still retell the children the stories of the 
first Thanksgiving and the family legends that have grown through the years. 
Amidst the laughter and eating, we also tend to express our thankfulness 
for life, friends, freedom and health.  These thoughts are good for us as we consider others 
less fortunate and what we can and should do to help them.  This holiday’s roots are religious… 
gratitude to God.  We are so incredibly loved and cared for.  We need to remember this as we 
shop, cook, welcome guests, feast and laugh together.  We need each other.  
Travel and gathering might be out of the picture as this year is different to any that most of us 
have experienced.  Now to reference another holiday song, “let us go home for Thanksgiving, if 
only in our dreams!”    Love to each and every one of you!  -Marianne Stringfellow, Deacon Th
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504
www,gpctemple.org

PLACE LABEL HERE
   7  pm  Wednesday EVENING prayer 

service
 10 am  MORNING worship service 

JOIN US online each week

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?  We need your 
help to keep our membership records accurate.  Please let the church 

office know if you change your home address, email address, cell 
phone, or if you replaced your land line with a cell phone.  

To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office 
at office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways for you to GIVE to Grace:
• Online giving is now available. Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop  

it in the  mailbox. No need to get out of the car!
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.  Click the links 
above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY
The Chancel Choir will sing in worship the first Sunday of each month.  
This month they will sing a meaningful text for All Saints Sunday, “When 
the Lord Redeems the Very Least” set to the beloved gospel tune I’LL 
FLY AWAY.   If you would like to be a part of our choir and/or if you know 
someone who would like to be a part, please let Chelsea know!  One 
positive aspect of making virtual choir videos is that anyone can join our 
choir from any location!  We would love to welcome new members –  
especially any folks who do not have a way to sing in a choir at this 
current time otherwise.             -- Grace and Peace, Music Ministry Staff

FA M I LY P R O M I S E  -  Working with churches and 
local help organizations, Family Promise chapters across 
the country provide access to services at 1/3 the cost of 
traditional shelter.  Whether using the rotational or static 
shelter models, a network of community partners (in 
our case, churches) house families with children with no 
other place to go.  The good news . . . it’s working!
According to the national Family Promise website, “88% 
of the people served in the shelter program secure  
housing within nine weeks.”  This is largely due to the  
willingness of volunteers to share their time and  
resources to help.
Four families are currently in our local program.  This  
changes as families find jobs, housing and transporta-
tion needed to maintain an independent household.  
Grace Presbyterian Church has volunteered the use of 
our “Annex” for the foreseeable future until conditions 
improve with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Our next turn to serve will be the week beginning 
December 20th, yes Christmas week.  We may very well 
need to extend our usual list of volunteers due to the 
holiday season.  Just like Mary and Joseph, these families 
would be without shelter without our help.
Next month, I’ll (Martha Tabarlet) will let every-
one know more details of the members of these  
families (names, gender, ages and food restrictions) 
and start requesting volunteers to supply meals for 
our guests.  In the meantime, please prayerfully  
consider how you can help our church host these  
families.

mailto:office%40gpctemple.com?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/give-online
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org

