
F R O M  R E V.  E R I C  P E T E R S O N
Unwavering Presence
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)
Peek-a-boo is a simple game that has thrilled babies through the years. I most likely enjoyed it as a baby, and I’ve seen my nieces 
and nephews enjoy it when they were babies. In their developing minds, when they cover their eyes and don’t see you, you’re not 
there. Then they giggle and squeal with delight when they open their eyes and…. voila….you’re back again. As entertained as we 
are playing peek-a-boo with children, our adult minds know better than to believe that because we do not see someone, he or she 
is not there.
Or do we? How many times have we wondered if God is really there? How many times have we doubted God love when we have a 
hard time seeing God at work in our lives? How many times have we questioned whether God has forsaken us?
We’re not alone in our questioning – the psalmists often had the same queries:
“Why did You stand afar off, O LORD? Why do You hide Yourself in times of trouble? (Psalm 10:1)
“How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever? How long will You hide Your face from me?” Psalm 13:1)
“O God, You have rejected us, You have broken us; You have been angry; O restore us.” (Psalm 60:1)
Sound familiar? None of us is immune to these thoughts. Even Jesus quoted Psalm 22:1 on the cross when He cried, “My God, My 
God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46).
When we doubt God’s presence in our lives if we don’t see Her, when we’re playing “spiritual peek-a-boo,” it is because we’re 
looking through the eyes of flesh rather than the eyes of faith. Remember, faith is the “conviction of things not seen” (italics mine). 
It doesn’t mean we don’t have faith; we’re just not tapping into it at the time. So if we catch ourselves looking at our situation 
through our eyes of flesh and questioning if God is there, we can remember from the pages of Scripture that God is –
The God who sees: “Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, ‘You are a God who sees’…” (Genesis 16:13)
The God who hears: “And God heard the lad crying; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, ‘What is the 
matter with you, Hagar? Do not fear, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is.’” (Genesis 21:17)
The God who knows: “’For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity, to give 
you a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
The God who loves: “The LORD appeared to him from afar, saying, ‘I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore, I have 
drawn you with loving-kindness” (Jeremiah 31:3)

An old hymn came to mind for me that is an appropriate prayer for ourselves and for those we know and love:

So as you pray, take confidence that God sees and hears and knows and loves, and ask God to open our eyes to see God at work in 
our lives!
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“Open my eyes, that I may see, glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
Place in my hands the wonderful key, that shall unclasp and set me free.

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!”
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Dave Hermann   9/3
Jodi Thomas   9/3
Marianne Stringfellow  9/5
Cecil/Mary Alice Wall  9/5 (A)
Julie Bolin   9/6
Mary Anne Dunlap  9/6
Maxine Splittgerber  9/10
Mike Moul   9/11
Elizabeth Callarman  9/12
Chase Ozment   9/12
Lynn Grant   9/15
Mike/JoAne Moul  9/16 (A)
Danny Garmer   9/17
Joe Norris   9/17
Sally Jordan   9/18
Doug Lamb   9/18
Sarah Stephens   9/18
Wayne/Kay Finch  9/19 (A)
Jane Nance   9/20
Valorie Surface   9/21
Dawn/Thomas Pechal  9/24 (A)
Susan Phelps   9/25
Melanie Bennett  9/27
                      (A) = Anniversary

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY
The Chancel Choir will sing in worship on the 
first Sunday of each month.  This month they 
will sing the beloved blessing “The Lord Bless 
You and Keep You” by Peter C. Lutkin.   If you 
would like to be a part of our choir and/or if 
you know someone who would like to be a 
part, please let Chelsea know!  One positive 
aspect of making virtual choir videos is that 
anyone can join our choir from any location!  
We would love to welcome new members – 
especially any folks who do not have a way to 
sing in a choir at this current time otherwise.  

We trust you are singing with us on Sunday 
mornings! 
Grace and Peace,
Music Ministry Staff: Chelsea Stern, Brian 
Tanaka and Josh Essary

S e p t e m b e r  B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s

YOUR MISSION FUNDS AT WORK: THE BODY OF CHRIST DENTAL CLINIC
The Body of Christ Dental Clinic celebrated 10 years of Hope, Health and Healing this 
summer.   The dental clinic provides care to those in greatest need, and during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, with so many folks losing jobs and health insurance, the need is 
greater than ever.  In addition to the increased number of people being served, the 
costs of providing care safely in these challenging times increased.  In  
response to this need, GPC donated $5000 from the Mission  
Endowment Fund to help support the clinic.  
From Dental Director, Dr. Ron Henderson: 
“The clinic has grown from a shared facility providing basic medical and dental needs 
to two clinics that provide increased services to the underserved population of East 
Bell County. Every step of the way through this growth, God has provided exactly what 
the clinic has needed at just the right time that it was needed. The Body of Christ  
Community Clinic has truly exemplified what it means to be the Body of Christ in this 
broken world that we live in. Churches of many different denominations have joined 
together in unity to become the body of Christ that the world so desperately needs to 
see, feel, and touch.” 
If you would like to learn more about the Body of Christ Community Clinics, please 
visit their website at: https://bodyofchristclinic.org

D E A C O N  M I N I S T RY by Denise Arnoudse, Deacon
Six months ago, we came to church and sang, hugged 
and praised together in our sanctuary, laughed with-
out the cares and burdens that we know now.  How 
I grieve all the losses of the last six months.  I mourn 
seeing everyone face to face, shaking hands, and 
being in other’s presence.  How difficult it has been to 
be apart from all of you.  
And yet, Christ has been refining me and coming into 
the valley of shadows to walk beside me, whispering 
“I am here with you always.”  

My greatest loss during this season has been the inability to sit with others in their 
time of need.  I have grieved this immensely.  But during this time God has been softly 
whispering to me to let go of my wants and expectations and to come sit at his feet, 
listen, be present, just like He whispered to Martha.  He did not condemn her but  
gently reminded her that the most important call in our lives is to be in relationship 
with him.  “Love your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.”  This is the greatest commandment.  
Can we choose during this time to join him at his feet and soak in our time with him?  
Can we spend time meditating with him and listening to him call our name with love?  
Can we trust that he can make beauty from these ashes if we hand them over to him?  
Our God is still alive and working in all of us during this season.  It may not look as we 
anticipated or hoped.  But can you allow God to work in you even now?  Because at 
the end of life, the most important call that we have answered is to be in relationship 
with Him.  All others pale in comparison.
This month, the Deacons chose to provide a doodle to color, drawn by our very own 
Judy Enloe.  Take some time to meditate on your relationship with God.  Just be in his 
presence.  This is his most important call for you.  To be near and dear to him.  Love 
him with all you have.  And as you draw near to him, you will find he has been with 
you all along and not forsaken you. Click HERE to find our digital art work or go to our 
website. 
God is still here.  We are still here.  The church is still here.  And by drawing near to 
God, we draw near to one another.  Find comfort in knowing that you are loved, you 
are prayed for, and you are missed.                                      

CELEBRATE



P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  
2020 Bible Study - Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament
The PW of Grace will begin a new Bible Study this fall, focusing on prayers of lament.   
Biblical laments are prayers to be spoken or sung as inspirations for artists and dancers. 
Rev. Lynn Miller, PCUSA Pastor and artist, the author of this study says it well, “laments 
bridge the space between our faith in God and the reality in our not-yet-redeemed world.”  
The Bible Study is open to all the women in the church.
Books for this Bible Study have arrived and are $12, cash or check. Please make your check 
payable to Grace Presbyterian Church, noting in the memo line “Presbyterian Women.”
Books will be available for pick-up on the following dates and times:
• Sunday, August 30, 2-4 pm
•        Tuesday, September 1, 11 am - 1 pm
If you would like more information, please contact Dot Tate at (254) 541-4111 or Cindy 
Bankston at (54) 773-7625.        
Rev. Thom Lamb will kick off the study with a virtual presentation of the first lesson at  
6:30 PM on Monday, September 14. 
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I N I S T R Y
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - Elementary Sunday school will resume this  
fall on Sunday, September 13.  We will be using the Spark House curriculum  
“Faith Together At Home”.  Each family will receive a weekly email with the  
downloadable Sunday School lesson.  These lessons are VERY friendly for  
at-home use.  The lessons are one-page with wonderful faith formation activities the 
entire family can participate in.  The activities are split into five different categories: 
Explore the Bible, Follow Jesus, Be the Church, Learn about God, and Share Your Faith. 
Each activity page includes a ritual, reading and talking about a Bible story or verse, an 
activity, a service idea, and a prayer. The lessons are not complicated and should be a 
low-stress yet meaningful way for you and your children to continue learning about God 
and faith while we are apart.  
As a parent of three young children, I am personally excited about this curriculum for its 
ease of use and the way it brings together the whole family.  These weekly lessons could 
happen any day during your week!  If Sundays aren’t the best day for your family to do 
this, think of another time during the week that could work for you.  
Finally, a great accompanying resource to use with your Sunday school curriculum are 
the bibles you received as part of Vacation Bible School’s Take-Home Box.  If you did not 
receive a “Growing in God’s Love: A Story Bible” and you would like one for your family, 
please email Chelsea and she will get one to you!

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings 
at 10am via facebook, youtube or the church website.  We are providing children’s  
bulletins which follow the Sunday’s lectionary text with meaningful and interactive coloring  
pictures, games, word searches and much more. You can download these via our  
children’s ministry web page prior to Sunday’s service.  There are two age group bulletins 
available (younger and older children). We encourage you to print these and use them as 
a way to talk with your children about the scripture of the day! 

STUDENT MINISTRY  
Youth (grades 6-12) meet regularly 
on Sunday evenings from 5-7 pm in 
the Annex, unless otherwise noted. 
NO Youth Group UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE. Stay tuned to emails and 
social media for updates.
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S It was wonderful to see so many of our congregation participate in the Rev. Thom 

drive thru celebration of his 35th Ordination Anniversary. Thom was surprised and 
really enjoyed seeing all of you who joined us. Thanks to Stan, Marianne, Julie, 
Tom S. and Kevin (The Secret Committee) for helping pull this off. Also, BIG thanks 
to Lori Lamb for her assistance and help in keeping this a secret. And thanks to 
the Session for helping as well. It was a wonderful time seeing so many of our 
Grace Family after all of these months. We are truly blessed to have Thom as our  
shepherd .                                                      --Ken Johnson for the Secret Committee
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Sunday Service Times
10 AM online until further
notice

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

PLACE LABEL HERE

   7  pm  Wednesday EVENING prayer service
 10 am  MORNING worship service

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS
 

JOIN US online each week

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?  We need your 
help to keep our membership records accurate.  Please let the church 
office know if you change your home address, email address, cell phone, 
or if you replaced your land line with a cell phone.  

To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office at 
office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways for you to GIVE to Grace:

• Online giving is now available. Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop  

it in the  mailbox. No need to get out of the car!
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

Thank you for being a cheerful giver!

 Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.  Click 
the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

mailto:office%40gpctemple.com?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/give-online
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org

