
notesGRACE  
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH • SEPTEMBER 2021

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 South 57th Street

Temple, Texas 76504

254.773.2134
gpctemple.org

Mark 8:34 NRSV

...He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 
them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 

WELCOME EMILY AND DR. JONATHAN GARY TO GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...
The Organist/Pianist Search Committee is thrilled to announce Emily and Dr. Jonathan Gary have accepted a call to serve as Pianist/
Accompanist (Emily) and Organist (Jonathan). Jonathan and Emily bring so many gifts to our church.  

Emily brings thirty-one years of experience as a pianist/accompanist for choirs, churches, soloists and various ensembles.  She has 
an ecumenical background serving Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist and Presbyterian churches.  In addition to her work in churches, 
Emily is currently an accompanist for various choral ensembles and soloists at the University of Mary Hardin Baylor.  She also  
teaches private piano lessons.  Emily holds a Bachelor of Music Degree in piano performance, magna cum laude from the University 
of Montevallo, in Montevallo, Alabama and the Master of Music degree in piano performance and pedagogy from Baylor University 
in Waco.

Jonathan holds the positions of Chairperson of the Music Department and Director of the Conservatory of Music at the University 
of Mary Hardin-Baylor.  Jonathan has served primarily as organist in the church setting for over 20 years with an equally ecu-
menical background serving Lutheran, Catholic, Baptist, and Methodist congregations.  Jonathan holds a Bachelor of Music in 
Piano Performance from Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia, Arkansas, a Master of Music in Piano Performance and Piano 
Pedagogy from Baylor University and the Doctor of Education from the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor in Belton.

Emily writes, “I consider it an honor to be called to serve as pianist/accompanist for this congregation, alongside my husband who 
is also a pianist/accompanist and organist.  My husband Jonathan and I have had the awesome opportunity as each serving as a 
substitute pianist and accompanist for your congregation several times in the past few years.  We have always enjoyed the warm 
and loving spirit of your congregation and your worship services. Jonathan and I have been 
church musicians (him as organist, me as pianist) as a team since before we were married 19 
years ago. We met at Baylor University as piano graduate students and began serving as church 
musicians together.  We have two boys, ages 14 and 11.  When we found out about the position 
at Grace Presbyterian, we contemplated that God could be giving us a chance to grow together 
in this area again and share our gifts with you.”

Jonathan will continue to serve as Organist in this interim/transition period and then we will 
welcome Emily and Jonathan officially on staff and in worship on Sunday, September 26. We 
thank God for the gift of Emily and Jonathan Gary as they accept a call to music ministry at Grace 
Presbyterian Church.  Welcome Gary Family!

With Gratitude,

The Pianist/Organist Search Committee
Chelsea Stern, Director of Music and Children’s Ministries
David Nickerson, Worship
Fancy Jezek, Personnel
Josh Essary, Property/Music Staff
Carla Stanley, Membership, Chancel Choir Member
Stan Simons, Praise Team Member
Rev. Thom Lamb, ex-officio
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P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N 
After a Full Year of virtual Bible Study lessons, we are pleased 
to announce our official return to Circle Group Studies,  
beginning on Monday, September 27, at  6:30pm in the  
sanctuary, with Rev. Thom Lamb presenting the first lesson. 
Due to pandemic concerns and sanctuary protocol, no food or 
drink will be served, but attendees will leave with a “Surprise 
Gift Bag,” as our way of welcoming all women of the church and 
their guests to this socially distanced event. (study guides will be 
available for purchase at a cost of $12.00 each). 

We are so grateful to Rev. Thom Lamb and Rev. Eric Peterson 
for their wonderful online presentations of our 2020-2021 study  
lessons! However, we have sorely missed the advantages of 
our regular circle meetings, where the benefits of Christian  
fellowship, exchange of ideas, and the support of our sister cir-
cle members have long been our monthly mainstays. Our circles 
are open to all women of the church, with monthly meetings  
resuming in October, as follows: 

Tuesday Morning Circle meets  in members’ homes at 9:30am 
on the second Tuesday of each month; contact Pat Wurster for 
details.

Jennie Schull Circle meets at the church at 12:00 noon on the 
third Thursday of each month; contact Patti Smith for details.

Tuesday Evening Circle meets at the church at 6:00pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month; contact Julie Benner for details.

We look forward to an exciting year of Christian study and
fellowship, designed with YOU in mind!

C H R I S T I A N  E D U C AT I O N
Youth Sunday School (grades 6-12)/Room 104
Teachers: Rev. Eric Peterson and Maddison Edds
Youth will enjoy the curriculum “Echo the Story” from  
Sparkhouse for youth bible study. There are 36 sessions on 
the Bible to engage youth that uses storytelling to relate to 
God’s story to discover meaning and develop fresh insights. It  
engages youth with content designed for them, using creative 
writing, drawing, and group dialogue.

Thank you to all who ordered t-shirts that feature the new 
GPC logo. Proceeds from this fundraiser will help fund future 
Youth Ministry activities ranging from mission and outreach, 
youth conferences, and fellowship. Your generosity is greatly  
appreciated! Please know that the t-shirts will take 3-4 weeks to 
be made and we will be sure to update you all in September. For 
any questions, feel free to contact Eric Peterson.

Adult Sunday School - Room 107 at 10 am Sundays
Teacher: Dr. Gary Gosney
“Taking a Walk Through the Old Testament”:  
Resuming with the book of Joshua.

D O  N O T  B E  A N X I O U S ... by Rev. Eric Peterson 

For those who may not know, I can be a very anxious  
person. And being an anxious person does not bode well 
for what has happened in the past year and-a-half. We went 
from unbounded freedoms to go wherever we wanted 
to a worldwide lockdown. We had the freedom to attend 
worship services in person every Sunday, meet in groups as 
large as we wanted, and give each other hugs. Then, in what 
felt like the blink of an eye, it all changed. 

Occasionally, life feels like things are out of control and 
God feels far off. When I think about why this sentiment 
seems true, it is usually because the dilemma has not 
been resolved quickly. During difficult times, I anxiously 
hope for a quick fix, looking to earthly support methods to 
resolve the problem. Because human intervention is not  
readily apparent, I can sometimes feel alone in the crisis and  
abandoned. In times like this, I dream of being rescued 
from the crisis and being saved from a devastatingly painful  
situation.

Maybe this sounds like a familiar experience. If so, be  
comforted knowing that you are not experiencing a new or 
unusual occurrence. We have all been there.

The psalmist in Psalm 22 expresses frustrations about 
the folly of enemies and asks God for help in this time of  
distress. At the lowest possible point the psalmist calls on 
God for deliverance. In times of fright, panic, or disappoint-
ment, we too can call on God for deliverance, especially in 
times when God seems far off.

19 But you, O Lord, do not be far away!  O my help, come 
quickly to my aid! 20 Deliver my soul from the sword, my 
life from the power of the dog! 21 Save me from the mouth 
of the lion! All the ends of the earth shall remember and all 
the families of the nations shall worship before him. 28 For 
dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations.

We are reassured in the psalm. God did not hide from the 
psalmist but responded to the cry for help. There is great 
comfort in the reality that God hears and responds to our 
pleas for help. It is comforting feeling that God’s Spirit with 
us working together to be safe in the midst of rising COVID 
cases in our area. I feel relieved seeing the understanding 
that others have that we should take a slight step back and 
wear masks again. I’m still encouraged by seeing youth 
in person (with masks) as we start the fall with Sunday 
School, Youth Fellowship and eventually Confirmation in 
September. We can be together and take care of each other 
at the same time.

If you have the idea that God resides in some faraway place 
and only half-heartedly hears your plea, fear not. God 
is active in our lives and desires to be in a participatory  
relationship with us. God is as close as your plea for help. Be 
not anxious, for God’s presence dwells with us.



MEALS ON WHEELS
If you are interested in being 
a substitute or regular cook, 
please contact Carolyn Van 
Winkle at 254.742.5011 or  
golfcartmom@hotmail.com
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Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays

8am - 4pm

CHILDREN ’S  M IN ISTRY
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - (GRADES 1-5) Room 204
Teachers: Cathi Simons and Elizabeth Seeger
We will continue to enjoy the PCUSA curriculum “Growing in Grace and Gratitude”: our  
quarterly denominational curriculum for children ages 3-12. Children see God’s grace in the 
biblical narrative and in our world today. The curriculum provides age-appropriate opportu-
nities for responses of gratitude through claiming, celebrating, praying and offering. Coloring 
illustrations accompany each Bible story to engage children visually. Each session will embrace 
children in the grace of God through engagement with the Bible that echoes reformed worship: 
gathering in God’s grace, responding in gratitude, and
loving and serving God.

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings  
either in person or online. Children are always welcome in worship!  We are providing  
worship bags with children’s bulletins and activities for those who attend worship in  
person.  9:30 am Worship, masks are required/11:00 am Worship, masks are  
required.  Nursery care is provided for children infants – Kindergarten for both worship  
services in person.  Children  older than 2 years of age are required to wear a mask in the  
nursery and in Sunday School classrooms. We thank you for helping us keep everyone well and  
comfortable.  If you are worshiping online, children’s bulletins (younger and older ages) are 
provided on our Children’s Ministry web page. :  https://gpctemple.webs.com/chil-
dren-s-ministry

LOGOS -  Due to the rise of COVID in our community, the staff and CE Committee 
have decided to postpone LOGOS ministry at this time.  A meal is normally served 
at LOGOS and with our volunteers being in a high-risk category we feel this is the 
best decision at this time.  We hope to resume when community spread is lower,  
vaccinations are available to children and youth and our volunteers and children/
youth are at less risk.  

 Dave Hermann  9/3
 Jodi Thomas  9/3
 Marianne Stringfellow 9/5
 Julie Bolin  9/6
 Mary Anne Dunlap 9/6
 Maxine Splittgerber 9/10
 Mike Moul  9/11
 Elizabeth Callarman 9/12
 Chase Ozment  9/12
 Lynn Grant  9/15
 Marcia Woodrum 9/15
 Joe Norris  9/17
 Sally Jordan  9/18
 Doug Lamb  9/18
 Sarah Stephens  9/18
 Marshall Powell  9/19
 Jane Nance  9/20
 Valorie Surface  9/21
 Susan Phelps  9/25
 Melanie Bennett 9/27

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
CELEBRATE!

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY K I C K - O F F  G AT H E R I N G 
W E D N E S D AY,  S E P T E M B E R  1 5  •  5 : 3 0 P M
Handbell Choir 5:30-6:30 pm
The Handbell Choir will meet in the handbell room.  
Masks are required for all participants.  If you have 
any questions, please email Josh Essary, Director of 
the Handbell Ensemble at joshuaessary@gmail.com

Chancel Choir 6:30-7:30 pm
Chancel Choir will meet in the Sanctuary to  
rehearse.  Masks are required for all singers, and 
we will sit distanced.  Because of the high-risk 
nature of singing to unvaccinated people, I am  
requiring all participants to be vaccinated. Please do  
not participate unless you are fully vaccinated.  
Thank you for helping us keep each other, our 
church and community safe.  Please email Chelsea 
with any questions. chelsea@gptemple.org

D E A C O N S  C O R N E R
The Bible instructs us to make a “joyful noise unto 
the Lord”.  Our Brian Tanaka has most certainly done 
that for us all while at Grace Presbyterian Church.  
He plays with a maturity and spirituality beyond his 
years.  The Deacons at Grace want to thank him for 
sharing his talent, time and faith with us.  We want 
to wish him the very best!!
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PLACE LABEL HERE

childcare available

in person & online worship:
9:30/11am 

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly messenger  with 
things either coming up that week or in the near future.  If 
you are not on this list to receive it and would like to, email 
the church office at office@gpctemple.org.

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?   
We need your help to keep our membership records accurate.  Please let the church office know if you change your home 
address, email, cell phone, or if you replaced your land line with a cell phone.  
To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office at  office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways to GIVE:
• Online giving-Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop it in the  mailbox.  

No need to get out of the car!
• Bring to worship on Sunday or drop off in the church office during office hours:  

Monday thru Thursday, 8am -4pm.
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

grace prayer ministry
Did you know that we have a prayer ministry? If you would like 
to be added to the email prayer chain to receive updates and 
prayer requests, please let the church office know by emailing 
us.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org
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