
Holy Week   by Rev. Thom Lamb

It is good to be home and back with you as we head toward the joy of the promised resurrec-
tion of Jesus.  After two full months of rest, renewal, and solitude (12,000 miles on my car) it 
is good to be home.  Lots to share about unexpected encounters and moments of grace.  All 
in good time.  For now, we set our hearts on these final Sundays in Lent and our celebration of 
Holy Week. 

While I was at the Abby of Gethsemani during my stay in Kentucky, I came across a small book 
by 20th century theologian Karl Rahner, Watch and Pray with Me.  It is a collection of prayers 
that bring into focus the presence of Jesus in our world today and the redemptive act of Jesus’ 
crucifixion.  Rahner captures a vibrant picture of Jesus through prayers written that cover the 
classic “Seven last words of Jesus.” One of these prayers titled the “First Word,” struck a chord 
that can lead us into a place of solidarity with Jesus as we prepare our hearts to enter Holy 
week.  Here is an excerpt from that prayer:

“Those who prepared all this for You stand there beneath the cross.  They will not even go away 
and let You die alone.  They stand around.  They laugh. They decide they were right…they have 
rendered to God a service of which they should be proud.  They laugh, they mock.

O Lord, in such a situation our hearts would have been crushed under the weight of terrible 
despair.  We would have fled…We would have cried out, and frantically pulled at the nails with 
our hands so that we could once again clench our fists in anger.

But You said, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  You are really a mystery, O 
Jesus.  Where in all your tortured and tormented soul did You find a place for words like these? 
Yes, you are a mystery.  You love your enemies.  You recommend them to Your Father.  You pray 
for them.

O my God, hanging on the cross, if anyone has really wronged me, I am not sure that I could for-
give them.  And so, I need your strength to pardon and forgive with all my heart those in whom 
my pride and selfishness I consider enemies.”  (Rahner, Karl, Watch and Pray with me, Herder 
and Herder Pub., New York, 1966 p. 41-42)

Rahner’s prayer sets us at the foot of the cross and calls us to look upon Jesus and to consider 
the power of God grace, God’s forgiveness, and the redemption that is ours in the person of 
Jesus.  Jesus’ act of forgiving those who clearly saw themselves as his enemies, betrays God’s 
love not just for the devout and holy, but for all people.  For no sin is so great that it can escape 
the divine love that can and will offer forgiveness and hope for all.

As you make your own preparations for the celebration of Holy week, I urge you to make wor-
ship a part of your own spiritual discipline.  

Holy Week Worship:
 April 10 - Palm/Passion Sunday, 9 and 11 am
 April 14 - Maundy Thursday Communion Service, 7 pm
 April 15 – Good Friday Tenebrae Service, 7 pm
 April 17 – Easter Sunday, Worship and 9 and 11 am, Brunch at 10 am

May we all find ourselves in awe of the gift that God has given us through the life, death and 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. •  
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 FEED MY SHEEP
One of the local missions GPC 
supports is Feed My Sheep. In 
addition to a monthly monetary 
donation, we provide hands-on 
assistance by serving meals about 
4-5 times per year. This non-profit  
organization provides meals and 
other services to our homeless 
and low-income population. Every 
day, Feed My Sheep serves meals 
to an average of 150-175 people. 

How can you help?
• Attend the sandwich-making 
event on Tuesday, April 26, at 5:30 
pm in Fellowship Hall. 
• Help cook the hot meal – our 
famous macaroni and cheese 
• Deliver and serve the meals at 
FMS on Wed, April 27, from 10:30 
am – 12:30 pm
• Bake cookies or brownies to be 
served as a dessert with the hot 
meal 
• Donate individually wrapped, or 
travel size toiletries
• Donate wrapped plastic cutlery 

Please sign-up to volunteer on 
the sheets in the narthex, or  
contact Lori Lamb at 740-
403-756, or email Lori at 
lorilamb12@gmail.com. 

 

ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS ALIVE!

mailto:lorilamb12%40gmail.com?subject=Feed%20my%20Sheep
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M I S S I O N S  M I N I S T RY -  Family Promise - Good and Faithful Servants
Below are the wonderful people who provided meals and more during our last Family Promise week on Mar 6-11. Thank you 
all!  Special thanks to: Lee Ann Bettis; John & Donna Bowling; Jennifer Essary; Jonathan Gary; Clarence & Sandy Mason; Lara 
Miller; Elizabeth Seeger; Sara Shull; Carla Stanley; Joey & Martha Tabarlet.  If you have any questions about the Family Promise  
program here at Grace, please call or text Martha Tabarlet @ (254) 931-0373 or ask any of the above what it’s all about!

Ukraine Relief Efforts - Many of us are looking for ways we can help with the unfolding humanitarian disaster in Ukraine and 
surrounding countries who are taking in hundreds of thousands of refugees each day.  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is co-
ordinating efforts to provide both financial and technical assistance through their network of faith communities on the ground 
there.  If you would like to donate to this relief effort, gifts can be made online at pcusa.org/UK22, by phone at (800) 872-3283, 
or by check.  Checks should be made out to Grace Presbyterian Church with a designation “PDA Ukraine relief” and placed in the 
offering plate or mailed to the church.  For more information about the Presbyterian response and other ways to help, please 
visit the website:  https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/ukraine/    May we undergird our prayers with tangible resources to help. May 
we reach deeply, give generously, and welcome extravagantly. May we lift our voices in a strong and unified advocacy. May we 
all, even as we breathe in lament, breathe out mercy, hope and peace. And in this Lenten season, when we walk the way toward 
death and resurrection, repent our complicity in cultures of violence and renew our efforts toward justice and peace.
-Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus, Director, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

One Great Hour of Sharing offering - For more than fifty years, Presbyterians have joined with Christians 
throughout the nation in responding to Christ’s love for all people by joyfully supporting One Great Hour 
of Sharing. The hundreds of millions of dollars Presbyterians have given over the last half century have 
enabled a powerful witness to the love of the One who came that all might have life more abundantly. 
One Great Hour of Sharing funds are divided among its three programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Self-Development 
of People (SDOP), and Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP). We ask that you prayerfully think of the OGHS offering as a time 
when you give in complete faith so that we might respond to ministry opportunities and needs as they unfold in the coming 
year.

M E A L S  O N  W H E E L S  -  Want to serve in this ministry? Contact Carolyn Van Winkle at 254.742.5011
Meals on Wheels (MOW) is one of our Missions ministries that has been providing hot nutritious meals to people who have 
limited finances and/or are limited in their physical ability to prepare meals for themselves.  We serve 22 people currently and 
can go to 25 recipients.  This meal is one hot meal and one frozen casserole a week.  This amount of food can provide four or 
more meals per person. It takes about thirty volunteers to accomplish this.  We currently are looking for more cook volunteers 
(permanent cooks for one Tuesday each month, as well as substitute cooks on an as-needed basis). If you are interested in  
joining our MOW program, please contact Carolyn Van Winkle at the above number or golfcartmom@hotmail.com. 

C H R I S T I A N  E D U C AT I O N  -  Holy Week Labyrinth
A Labyrinth will be set up in the Fellowship Hall the week of Holy Week (Palm Sunday through Good  
Friday, April 10-15). All are welcome to come and walk the labyrinth as part of their Holy Week prayer  
practice during the following times: • Palm Sunday morning ; • Monday-Thursday of Holy Week during 
office hours 6:00-7:00pm before Maundy Thursday and Good Friday worship services
*Note: The labyrinth will be reserved for the LOGOS ministry only on Wednesday evening during Holy Week. 

M E M B E R S H I P  I N  M O T I O N  -  Member of the month is Priscilla Heard
Our member of the month is Priscilla Heard, who is 102 years old!  She is physically not able to attend church but 
we would love to shower her with cards letting her know that we are thinking of her here at GPC.  It is fine if you 
do not know Priscilla, but she would love to get a card regardless.  If you are unable to get a card to write in, please 
stop at the narthex where we have cards available for you to grab.  This month we are asking you to drop her cards 
off in a basket at the church and we will take care of getting them to her!  Drop off or mail them to Priscilla Heard, 
c/o Grace Presbyterian Church, 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, 76504. Membership Committee will have a shut in  
member that will be honored each month! 

S T U D E N T  M I N I S T RY -  Youth Mission Activities, Eric Peterson
April 30 -Feed My Sheep: All youth are invited to participate in helping serve breakfast at FMS from 7:30-9 am. FMS is a 
Christ-centered, Temple-based, volunteer-driven nonprofit organization formed to provide, through community involve-
ment, nourishment and basic human needs to the homeless and needy people of Bell County. We will meet at FMS at 7:30 
am that morning.

April 9 and April 23-CTLC: Youth will be helping pack food carts for people in need at Churches Touching Lives 
for Christ from 8 -11:40 am. CTLC is an evangelical cooperative ministry of churches, individuals, businesses, and  
organizations working together to meet the food and clothing needs of individuals. We will meet at CTLC both mornings at 
8 am.

https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/ukraine/ 
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Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays

8am - 4pm

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - (GRADES K-5) Room 204
Teachers: Cathi Simons and Elizabeth Seeger
Curriculum is  “Growing in Grace and Gratitude” from PCUSA for children ages 3-12.  
Children see God’s grace in the biblical narrative and in our world today. 

CHILDREN’S EASTER EGG HUNT & FIRST SUNDAY FAMILY FELLOWSHIP   
                   April 3 at noon (directly after the 11am worship service) • Egg Hunt is for:    
                          babies - 5th grade • All families of children in the church and their friends are
                          invited to join us for our First Sunday Family Fellowship Lunch and Easter Egg 
Hunt.  We will meet for a catered lunch of sandwiches, chips and dessert at Noon in the  
Fellowship Hall followed by an Easter Egg Hunt on the lawn next to the pavilion.  A $5  
donation to be given the day of the luncheon per person for lunch is appreciated.  
RSVP http://evite.me/A3298XcDNU

LOGOS (Wednesday Night Children’s program) We are so excited to be returning 
to our LOGOS mid-week ministry for Children and Youth!  Chelsea Stern, Director of Music 
and Children’s Ministries and Rev. Eric Peterson, Associate Pastor and Youth Director will be 
co-leading the program along with our wonderful Christian Education volunteers.  The LOGOS 
ministry, is a mid-week ministry to children currently in grades 1-5.  We meet from 5:30-7pm 
every Wednesday with dinner included.  The LOGOS program consists of four main spiritual 
formation rotations:  Bible Lesson, Crafts or Games, Music and Worship and Sharing a Meal 
together!
Date Bible Theme     Dinner Theme
4/6 Music/Art Finishing    Fav Book Character/Breakfast!
4/10 SUN-SING IN WORSHIP AT 11AM FOR PALM SUNDAY
4/13 Symbols of Holy Week/Labyrinth   Favorite Hat Night/Picnic @ pavilion
4/20 Music/Game     Backwards Night/Hot Dogs
4/27 Music/Mission     Luau/Ckn Nuggets & Tater Tots
5/4 Music/Worship Service Prep   Super Hero Night
5/8 SUN-SING IN WORSHIP AT 11AM
5/11 Final LOGOS Night Celebration   Fruits of the Spirit Celebration/Pizza

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY
Handbell Choir Rehearsals 

Wednesdays from 6-7 pm • Room 105 •Contact Josh Essary,  
Director of the Handbell Ensemble  joshuaessary@gmail.com

Chancel Choir Rehearsals 
Wednesdays from 7-8 pm  Sanctuary • Contact Chelsea Stern,  

Director of Music and Children’s Ministries • chelsea@gpctemple.org 
Ann Edmondson 4/1 
A’lisa Ozment  4/4
Doris Gibson  4/7 
Al Jones   4/7
Suzanne McCauley 4/7 
Debbie Stephens 4/9
JoAnna Langthorn 4/10 
Heather Royal  4/10
Elizabeth Cagnon 4/11 
Julie Benner  4/12
Richard Schrimsher 4/15 
Patti Smith  4/15
Garrett Conner  4/15 
Christian Yerkes  4/19
Elizabeth Seeger 4/20 
Richard Tolleson  4/21
Sally Tietje  4/22 
Becky Bunn  4/24
Jan Fall   4/25 
Debby Bolton  4/27
Mike Jordan  4/27 
Chris Stern  4/29
Keaton Stephens 4/30 

Birthdays forApril

 
 D E A C O N  M I N I S T RY  
 by David Salzman, Deacon

Here we are again at the beginning of Spring.  A time of renewal,  trees are budding out, 
with bluebonnets soon to follow.  Easter is just around the corner.  Warmer…longer days 
one of my favorite times of the year, to put my hands in the dirt planting my vegetable 
garden eagerly awaiting my first ripe tomato.
Yes, beauty and promise and hope for a renewed invigorated time of sharing with our 
community in church activities.  Unlike the past two years, being isolated by Covid, we 
have the opportunity to gather together as a church and celebrate life as we used to 
know it.  Easter, is our celebration of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ-the most  
important day for us as a Christian community.  Come and  share a brunch together on 
Easter morning. “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among 
them.” Matt 18:20
As Deacons at Grace, we are excited at the prospect of making in-home visits and fulfilling 
our role being a vital link in our congregation.  •

mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=
http://evite.me/A3298XcDNU
mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:chelsea%40gpctemple.org?subject=
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PLACE LABEL HERE

childcare available

in person & online worship:
9/11am 

10AM Sunday School

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church 
weekly messenger  with things either 
coming up that week or in the near  
future.  If you are not on this list to 
receive it and would like to, email the 
church office at  office@gpctemple.org.

NO MASK REQUIREMENT

Make every effort to attend for an  
aLL oUt Good tIMe!    

We Want to see everyone We haven’t seen In 
a WhILe feLLoWshIp WIth Us! food, LIve  

MUsIc froM the JaMes GanG and  
InfLatabLes for the kIds! don’t thInk It 

coULd Get MUch better than that UnLess 
soMe of yoU brInG hoMeMade pIes!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org
http://www.gpctemple.org
mailto:%20office%40gpctemple.org?subject=

